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PREFACE. 



In writing this book, my wish has been 
mainly, that the lesson of another holy life might 
be learned beyond the circle of those who were 
privileged to mark its progress and idf close. 
But another thought has had its influence. Mr. 
Job was not what is popularly called one of our 
great men. He never travelled in any of the 
large Circuits of Methodism: his face was not 
familiar to the crowded congregations gathered 
together at anniversary festivals, nor was he 
among those whom other Churches delight to 
honour. His lot was cast in lowly vales and 
quiet places, and there his light shone with a 
steady and pure lustre. 

No Methodist, as it seems to me, can study 
the character and labours of Mr. Job, regarding 
him as not alone, but as one of a class, without 
new gratitude that the Church to which he 
belongs, is the instrument of raising w^ «o&!cl 
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men, and of blessing with their earnest and use- 
ful ministry the small towns and scattered ham- 
lets of his country's rural districts ; nor without 
a new prayer that the Great Husbandman may 
prepare and send forth into His wide fields, 
whether craving tillage, or white unto the har- 
vest, many more such labourers as Mr. Job. 

S. S. F. 

GUNNERSBURY HOUSE, 

April 9th, 1857. * 
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CHAPTER I. 

CHILDHOOD. 

"Time it a passing opportunity for working out, under God's 
blessing, an eternal issue for a living soul." — Bishop Wilbeb- 
pokce. 

There is a saying handed down to us by our 
fathers, " A young saint makes an old devil." 
Strong words these ; words to which our fastidi- 
ous age might object as too plain and rough for 
speech; but which are open to this truer objec- 
tion — they are as false in feeling as they are bold 
in utterance; they refer to what seems, not to what 
is. One who begins life by aping piety, — a young 
hypocrite, — is likely enough to become, in old age, 
a base as well as a hardened sinner; the meanest 
and most miserable of the wicked. But between 
a real work of grace in a little child's heart, lead- 
ing him to "love the Lord Jesus Christ and obey 
his parents," and that work developed in the 
vigour of manly devotion and service, there is as 
close a relation as between the fair buds of Spring 
and the ripe clusters of Autumn fruit. It is natu- 
ral that those buds should be followed by that 
fruit. It is in accordance with a spiritual law 

B 
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that the faith, and hope, and lore of a little child 
should be found, after years of nourishment and of 
exercise, still growing in strength, and beauty, and 
productiveness. In both cases, early promise may 
be broken ; still the rule remains the same. God's 
blessing rests on baptismal consecration, on a 
mother's careful training, on the church's prayers 
and efforts, on the young heart's own first appeal to 
Him who said, " Suffer the little children to come 
unto Me." And the experience of many ages 
proves that they who in old age "bring forth 
fruit/' and are " fat and flourishing," are, for the 
most part, they who were early "planted in the 
house of the Lord." 

Yet, in spite of Scripture and experience, the 
world still threatens early piety with premature 
decay, and the father of lies still echoes the world's 
proverb : so that many first desires after God are 
checked by the fear of failure; and many a de- 
ceived youth puts off attending to his chief good 
till the time shall arrive when, as he is told, 
maturity shall give a pledge for stability. 

In Mr, Job's case early piety was followed by a 
life of rare goodness. There was a painful interval 
in which he suffered spiritual loss; but from the 
moment of his recovery, at the age of sixteen, it 
may be said that he walked closely with God. His 
example may well encourage any young inquirers 
who are standing in doubt at the entrance of the 
path of life. 

Zephaniah Job was born at St. Austle on the 
23rd of November, 1816, and there he resided 
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during his infancy. When he was five years old, 
his parents changed their residence, in conse- 
quence of the death of a relative whose house and 
property became theirs.* They removed to Pol- 
perro, a small fishing town oh the eastern coast of 
Cornwall, of picturesque aspect, its houses being 
planted on the slopes of two hills facing each 
other, and divided by a stream flowing through 
the valley between them. Here the little son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Job became familiar with the sea 
and its perils ; and on more than one occasion a 
pressing, present danger was followed by an ear- 
nest desire to escape future and final destruction. 
Once he fell from the quay : once, when bathing 
on the Sabbath day, he was almost drowned ; and 
again, going out, with others, in a fishing-boat, a 
fog, slight at first, became so dense, that the party 
lost sight of land. Whatever his companions may 
have thought, the child feared that he should 
never reach home again ; and he instantly resolved 
that, if spared, he would begin to serve God. 

From that time convictions of sin and of danger 
followed him. He says, "When I was very 
young, the Lord strove with me ; but I knew not 
that they were the strivings of the Spirit. Some- 
times, when in bed, I feared lest Satan should come 

* This relative was an uncle, after whom Mr. Job was named. 
He was a banker, and agent to Sir H. Trelawney. He left a com- 
fortable provision for his relations; but, from various causes, the 
property dwindled almost to nothing : so that when Mr. Job came of 
age, his share was of small value. He was the only child of his 
father's second wife. The first wife left a family of two sons and 
three daughters. 

B 2 
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and carry me away. Then I felt a determination 
that I would do better. Many times I wished for 
a companion, that we might serve God together ; 
but I feared to open my mind to my companions, 
lest they should laugh at me." 

Early in the year 1828 the neighbourhood of 
Polperro was visited by a remarkable revival of 
religion, and among its earliest fruits were Mrs. 
Job and her young s*on. The latter joined a class 
of boys and youths who, at this time, were 
brought to religious decision. His piety seems to 
have been of the right kind. He felt himself to 
be a sinner; he sought and found pardoning 
mercy; and he aimed at obtaining growing holi- 
ness of heart. A few extracts from his diary, — 
the diary, be it remembered, of a child twelve 
years of age,— will be read with interest. 

"Feb. 19th, 1829.— I rely on God for all that I 
want, and believe He will give me all things 
through His Son. In the evening, on hearing 
that we ought to do all things in reference to eter- 
nity, I was greatly stirred up. 

' ' 22nd. — In the afternoon I and my companion 
went to a neighbouring village to hear the Rev. 
Mr. Robinson. While we were going and speak- 
ing together, my soul was drawn out after God; 
and more when we were coming home. 

"March 2nd. — I was much in the spirit of 
prayer and praise. In the evening I was greatly 
strengthened. 

"7th. — While I was reading the Life of the 
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Rev. John Fletcher, I felt my soul very much 
strengthened. 

"18th. — Much tempted to give up my confi- 
dence; but, glory be to God, I still hold it on. 
In the evening I went to the prayer-meeting. I 
felt the presence of God, and the obligations 
under which I am to Him. I was meditating 
thus: I profess to be a Christian, a follower of 
Christ. I acknowledge God to be my Father; 
Jesus Christ to be my Saviour from all sin; the 
Holy Ghost to be my Guide : and what a thing it 
would be if I were to slight my Father, my 
Saviour, and my Guide ! 

"20th. — In the evening read of the death of 
Mr. Fletcher. Felt a deep solemnity resting on 
me. At the prayer-meeting felt 

* The o'erwhelming power of saving grace.' 

"April 1st.— At a prayer-meeting I was much 
affected by one mentioning in his prayer, that 
'sometimes we are on the mountain-top, viewing 
the good land, and at other times we descend into 
the valley, amid the brambles and thorns/ I felt 
the truth of these words. Sometimes I feel as it 
were on the top of Pisgah; but at other times 
very heavy through temptation and my own un- 
watchfulness. I want to live nearer to God, and 
to bring more glory to His name. 

"18th. — I was very much in fear of turning 
back, when I heard something concerning some of 
my companions. 

" May 3rd. — I have a clear evidence that God 
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hath pardoned all my sins; and I feel that, in 
some measure, I grow in grace. God does increase 
my love to Him and my desires after good things. 

" 12th. — As I was going on an errand for my 
mother, this thought darted into my mind, — that, 
as the three-halfpence I held in my hand would 
make more noise than a sovereign, so would a 
person that knows very little talk more than a 
wise man. 

"14th. — The mountebanks were in town, so 
that there were only four boys at our meeting. 

" 17th. — Mr. W. Hobbs met our class. In the 
forenoon I went to chapel very heavy; but the 
Lord dispersed the cloud, and the Sun of Right- 
eousness shed forth His enlivening beams upon 
me. The preacher was the Rev. Mr. Davies. His 
text was John xvi. 32. In the afternoon I was at 
school. Mr. Hill preached in the evening on, ' It 
is time to seek the Lord/ After preaching I went 
up to the hill, sat down, and read part of the 
' Christian's Pattern/ When I was coming over 
the hill to go home, I heard one praying very ear- 
nestly ; and, being afraid, (though I know not for 
what,) I ran down the hill, and told John Giles of 
it. We then went up, and found it was our Class- 
leader's brother, who has lately joined us. 

" 18th. — In the evening I went up the hill, and, 
kneeling in the place where the person was the 
evening before, I lifted my heart to God, and was 
blessed. 

"20th. — Before I came down stairs, I was 
meditating on the mercy of God. How free He is 
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to bestow on us what we want! He is always 
willing, yea, He has invited us to come. O, how 
merciful is our Saviour ! May I still embrace His 
mercy !" 

About this time young Job attended a Mission- 
ary Meeting. Himself newly awakened to a sense 
of his own need, and of the fulness of Christ's 
grace, his heart yearned over a world sleeping 
unto death. His recollections of the various 
speeches occupy six pages of his journal, and give 
evidence of close attention and a good memory. 
They also convey a lively idea of the kind of 
speaking that suits young hearers. An extract 
may not be out of place. 

"At the end of Mr. Lear's speech, was the 
following anecdote : ' As I was leaving the county 
of Kent, in a stage-coach, a lady who had 
attended some Missionary Meetings where I had 
been, was conversing of the misery of the Hea- 
then, and the need of sending them aid. A gen- 
tleman who sat near me, said, 'What need have 
you to make this ado about the Heathen? Let 
them alone. Now they are quiet, inoffensive, and 
safe; but send them Christianity, and you will 
disturb them.' I was quite confounded by so sud- 
den an attack. After a pause, I answered, ' Sir, 
according to your statement, Paganism is better 
than Christianity, and Pagans ought to send Mis- 
sionaries to us to convert us from Christianity, 
rather than we send Missionaries to them to con- 
vert them from Paganism. Now, change about: 
give them our Christianity, with all its results, 



8 CHAPTER I. 

moral and political ; and let them give us their 
Paganism, with all its murder and superstition. 
Would you accept the change?' The gentleman 
smiled, and, after a short pause, said, s Why, no/ 
' Then/ said I, s you must allow Christianity to be 
far superior to Paganism, and that changing them 
from darkness to light is a blessed work/ He 
gave up the point/" 

"Juno 24th. — At the prayer-meeting I was 
much animated and refreshed by these words : — 

' Who did for every sinner die, 
Hath surely died for me/ 

Yes, Ho hath died for me; hath died to cleanse 
mo from all unrighteousness. 

" July 3rd. — I sec that our prayer-meetings are 
going down ; for it is always late when the boys 
come, if they come at all ; and when they do come, 
they are very few. 

"22nd. — I want to be more earnest after the 
blessings of the Gospel. 

• I know my fault. 
But such a potent, headstrong fault it is, 
That it but mocks reproof.' 

"24th. — I fear that some of my companions are 
turning from God. They have given up attending 
the Thursday and Friday prayer-meetings, and 
the Tuesday band-meeting. 

"Aug. 11th. — I enjoy peace of mind. Blessed 
be God, I experience that there is ' no condemna- 
tion to them that are in Christ Jesus/ The Spirit 
of God bears witness with my spirit that I am a 
child of God. 
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" 24th. — I feel that without God's assistance I 
am nothing. I need Him every moment to 
strengthen me. I am very weak. I need to be 
always lifting my heart to God. If I neglect 
prayer, how soon do I become lukewarm and care- 
less about the things of God ! I want to be kept 
from pride and vanity. What have I whereof to 
glory ? Nothing of my own. God forbid that I 
should glory save in the cross of Christ. I want 
to have my passions conquered. May my will be 
brought into subjection to God ! 



' O be my will so swallow'd up in Thine, 
That I may do Thy will in doing mine ! 



» » 



Up to this time, the child from whose journal 
we have been giving extracts, appears to have been 
making steady progress in the Christian way. Mr. 
Hocken, of St. Germans, a Local Preacher, and a 
highly esteemed friend of Mr. Job's, speaks of 
those early days in these terms : " We went to 
the same day-school, and became very friendly. 
He was of a sweet spirit, very pious and zealous ; 
conspicuous among the boys who met together for 
prayer in various places, as a leader in the prayer- 
meeting; and he had a delightful gift in piayer .» 
There is evidence throughout the journal of thought- 
fulness beyond his years ; and here and there are 
indications of the habits of order, of the painstaking 
diligence, of the power to concentrate and to con- 
dense, for which Mr. Job was remarkable in later 
years. Now, he lays down a plan for the occupa- 
tion of each hour of the day ; now, he gives a list 
of all the means of grace to which he resorts each 
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evening with his young companions. He scarcely 
ever hears a sermon without noting its principal 
divisions, or, at least, laying up in store some of its 
more striking thoughts. Page after page of copious 
detail, slowly traced by a child's unready fingers, 
speak of his earnest pursuit after heavenly know- 
ledge. But alas ! about this time there is a sad 
change. The good work within his heart is 
checked, and by degrees his gracious desires die 
out. 

It is but seldom that one is able to follow, step 
by step, the course of religious declension. Per- 
sons mostly grow careless, and neglect to note the 
inward change ; or, conscious of that change, they 
are unwilling to confess it to themselves, or to 
others. Young Job did not cease to keep his 
journal, though he felt his love to God growing 
cold ; and we learn that the lukewarmness of some 
of his companions first discouraged him ; that, con- 
scious of less power of faith and warmth of feeling, 
he made fitful efforts to recover lost ground ; that 
temptations were plied more vigorously as he be- 
came less able to resist them ; that, after a time, he 
neglected the public means of grace ; then pursued 
lawful pleasures too eagerly and to the waste of 
precious time ; and then tried to make up for lost 
spiritual joy by the vain and exciting diversions of 
a foolish world. All this is told with a candour 
and simplicity which give credit to his earlier and 
more favourable statements, and which also hint a 
hope, even in this decay of spiritual life, of a future 
reviving. 
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When referring to this sad time, in after years, 
Mr. Job has often remarked, " Some say that back- 
sliding commences at the closet-door. Mine began 
within the closet. I was less in earnest when 
there." 

A few extracts from his journal of this date will 
show more plainly the manner of his fall : — 

"August 25th. — How backward I am to prayer, 
to reading God's word, yea, to every good thing ! 
May the Lord deliver me from my evil 
nature ! 

" Sept. 7th. — My prayer is that I may be able 
to conquer myself: yet how little do I strive for 
it ! I pray for more faith : but faith is increased 
by using. How little do I exercise it ! 

" 18th. — I feel I do not sufficiently deny myself. 
I give way to pride and anger. 

" Nov. 7th. — The more I pray the more com- 
fortable I am. This is an encouragement to 
pray ; yet how often do I neglect it ! 

" 8th. — In the morning, through a mistake, I 
was not at class. 

" 30th. — We had no band-meeting. 

" Jan. 2nd, 1830. — Met in Mr. Rendle's class, 
and found it to be a comfortable season. 

" 4th. — I feel I have this long time been very 
backward in the ways of religion ; but I feel deter- 
mined to live nearer to God, and to pray more. 

"6th. — Blessed be God, I do pray more, and 
enjoy more. 

" 12th. — We expected to have a band-meeting, 
but the boys did not meet. 
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" 26th. — Had our band-meeting once more, and 
found it to be a profitable season. 

" 30th. — Did not go to class. 

" Feb. 1st. — Am I now so near heaven as I was 
twelve months ago? Do I love God as much? 
On examination I feel I am not. I do not use so 
much prayer as I did then. I feel I have, this 
long time, been very backward in God's ways. 
How many determinations have I made ! but they 
have been as the morning cloud and the early dew. 
They soon pass away. O may I live nearer to 
God! 

" 6th. — Went to class. I am ashamed of my 
backwardness. 

" 18th. — Blessed be God, I feel more comfort in 
religion than I did some time ago. I can say, 
€ My foot had well-nigh slipped/ But, blessed be 
God, I did not utterly fall. 

" 20th. — Went to class. I purpose to read four 
chapters in the Bible every day : two in the Old, 
and two in the New, Testament. 

" May. — I have been very backward in the ways 
of God, this long time. Sometimes I have been a 
little stirred up ; and at other times I have quite 
given up all. At this time I have a Utile desire to 
live to God. I hope the Lord will increase it, and 
that I may put my desire into practice. I want a 
witness that my sins are pardoned. Ah ! how I 
am fallen from what I was fifteen months ago !" 

An interval of several months occurs after this 
entry. Then we find him writing as follows : — 
"Dec. 19th. — In the forenoon, before preach- 
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ing, took a walk, and returned when it was too 
late to go to preaching. In the afternoon re- 
mained at home. In the evening heard a young 
man named Yerron ; but I was not thinking much 
of the sermon. 

" 21st. — Was at Mrs. L/s nearly all day, prac- 
tising on the flute. Began to read Mr. Wesley's 
* Logic f the second time. 

" 22nd. — In the forenoon at Mrs. L/s. Even- 
ing at R. H/s. Learned a tune. 

"25th. — Christmas Day. Forenoon at home. 
Afternoon had a walk in the Warren. In the 
evening I heard Mr. Dunn preach an excellent 
sermon. 

"27th. — Forenoon played at marbles, set off 
squibs, &c, with Richard Perry. In the evening 
played at dominoes with M., and got 2\d. y but 
gave back \\d. 

"28th. — Afternoon and evening played at 
dominoes with Richard Perry and W. Barrett. 
Got 3d. 

" 29th. — Forenoon at Mrs. L/s. Afternoon and 
evening played at dominoes with R. P. and W. B. 
Got 6d. 

" 30th. — B. came to our house about ten o'clock. 
We played all the forenoon. B. owes me Is. 2d. 
In the afternoon at Mrs. L/s. Read e Elegant 
Extracts/ Evening heard Mr. Dunn preach." 

So closes the child's journal. 

About a year before this, his father died, not 
without hope, as in his last hours he gave signs of 

repentance toward God, and faith in the Lord 
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Jesus Christ." His mother, anxious for her only 
child's advancement in life, resolved to part from 
him ; and, on the 26th of February, 1831, at the 
age of fourteen, he was bound apprentice to Mr. 
J. Lovering, grocer, residing in the neighbouring 
town of St. Austle. By this arrangement the 
youth exchanged the quiet fishing-place for the 
busy market-town, and the lonely fireside of a 
widowed mother for the stir and excitement of a 
large family circle, where, among his daily asso- 
ciates, were several young people of his own age. 



CHAPTER II. 

YEARS OF APPRENTICESHIP. 

" He that holds himself in reverence and due esteem, both for the 
dignity of God's image upon him, and for the price of his 

redemption, accounts himself both a fit person to do the 

noblest and godliest deeds, and much better worth than to 
deject and defile with such a debasement and such a pollution 
as sin is, himself so highly ransomed and ennobled to a new 
friendship and filial relation with God. Nor can he fear so 
much the offence and reproach of others as he dreads and would 
blush at the reflection of his own severe and modest eye upon 
himself, if it should ever see him doing or imagining that which 
is sinful, though in the deepest secrecy." — Milton. 

It might seem a pointless common-place to say 
that a Christian, in contemplating any change, 
great or small, either for himself or those depend- 
ing on him, ought to think of the future, and not 
to peril the safety of an undying soul for the sake 
of the passing and perishing interests of time. 
Why, common sense alone teaches us that, might 
be the ready answer. Yet, in spite of their com- 
mon sense, and of their Christianity, how many 
souls are lost to the church on earth, and to their 
own happiness for ever, by this worst of follies ! 
A young girl comes to her Class-leader, and 
tells her that she is about to leave her present 
employer, having made an engagement with a 
new mistress. She is asked, "Are you to be 
allowed attendance on God's house on Sundays, 
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and have you permission to meet in class?" She 
does not know : she takes that for granted. Yet 
she has not forgotten to inquire what wages she is 
to receive, or how many holidays will be given. 
Another forms a new friendship, and expects 
shortly to be married. "Is the young man a 
decided Christian ?" "Why, no, not that; but 
very steady, and better than many professors." 
And the so-called disciple of Christ, who says she 
has given her whole heart to the Saviour, goes to 
reside in a family where there is no family prayer, 
no help on the way to heaven ; or, worse, makes a 
home for herself to which He who blessed the 
marriage at Cana is not an invited guest. No 
wonder that her name drops out of church records, 
and that she is soon found walking with her face 
to the City of Destruction, and her back to the 
Mount Zion. 

It is not long since a man of middle age, who 
had been connected with Methodism for many 
years, an office-bearer too, left the smoke and 
hurry of London, and chose a pretty country resi- 
dence for himself and his family. After some 
weeks had elapsed, the Ministers of the Circuit to 
which he went called upon him, to inquire how it 
was that they had not seen him at either of the 
chapels. To their surprise they learned that, find- 
ing himself beyond easy reach of a Methodist cha- 
pel, he had chosen to take his family with him to 
a church hard by, where no faithful Gospel is 
preached, no certain sound of warning given. 
Thus, to keep a house that pleased him, and to 
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save a walk that might tire him, he dispensed 
with wholesome spiritual food for himself and his 
dependents. Who does not fear that this man 
may live to rue the day when he risked so much 
to gain so little? 

Dr. Chalmers, in the maturity of his Christian 
life, was reminded, during a discussion on plural- 
ities in the General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland, of a pamphlet written in his youth, con- 
taining the assertion that "after the satisfactory dis- 
charge of his parish duties, a Minister may enjoy 
five days in the week of uninterrupted leisure for 
the prosecution of any science in which his taste 
may dispose him to engage." Dr. Chalmers wouud 
up a speech in which he fully and frankly owned 
his error, with the following memorable words : — 

"I was at that time, Sir, more devoted to 
mathematics than to the literature of my profes- 
sion ; and feeling grieved and indignant at what I 
conceived an undue reflection on the abilities and 
education of our Clergy, I came forward with that 
pamphlet, to rescue them from what I deemed 
an unmerited reproach, by maintaining that a 
devoted and exclusive attention to the study of 
mathematics was not dissonant to the proper 
habits of a Clergyman. Alas ! Sir, so I thought, 
in my ignorance and pride. I have now no re- 
serve in saying that the sentiment was wrong, and 
that, in the utterance of it, I penned what was most 
outrageously wrong. Strangely blinded that I was ! 
What, Sir, is the object of mathematical science ? 
Magnitude, and the proportions of magnitude. 
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But then, Sir, I had forgotten two magnitudes. I 
thought not of the littleness of time ! I recklessly 
thought not of the greatness of eternity !"* 

O that these "two magnitudes " were ever in 
the thoughts of professing Christians ! We have 
our Master's strict command, coupled with His 
most gracious promise, " Seek ye first the king- 
dom of God, and His righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you." 

For the first two years of young Job's appren- 
tice life he went on his way as though he had 
never heard this saying of His Saviour : and there 
was none at hand to urge him to return to Christ 
and His church. It is true that the family with 
whom he resided required of their apprentices and 
servants regular attendance at some place of reli- 
gious worship on Sundays: but they were not 
members of his mother's church; and they did 
not know the secret of his soul's backsliding. 
He stood alone in the midst of company. 

Though he had lost spiritual peace and power, 
yet the restraining grace of God kept him from a 
deeper fall. His heart-rebellion never broke out 
into open and shameless sin. He was diligent in 
business, so that his master valued his services ; and 
he was equally diligent in redeeming time for the 
purposes of self-improvement. Lookers-on called 
him a steady, moral, conscientious youth. One 
circumstance that occurred about this time gives 
striking proof of a reflective mind and a firm will. 
He had acquired a taste for novel-reading, and 

* "Memoirs of Dr. Chalmers," vol. iii., p. 76. 
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volume after volume was eagerly devoured. Sud- 
denly he became aware that this class of books 
unfitted him for the mental labour necessary to 
the successful study of works of a higher class; he 
found that while his feelings and passions were ex- 
cited, his intellect was impaired; and, with prompt 
decision, he burned the novels he possessed, resolv- 
ing 1 to give up such reading at once and for ever. 
A rare instance this of the abandonment of a favour- 
ite pursuit, not so much for the kingdom of 
heaven's sake, as for the sake of mental progress. 

In after years, Mr. Job was wont to give 
emphatic caution, on this subject, to the young 
people whose minds he influenced. He agreed 
substantially with the following remarks : " Ordi- 
nary novels, which string a number of incidents 
and a few common-place pasteboard characters 
around a love story, teaching people to fancy 
that the main business of life is to make love and 
to be made love to, and that, when it is made, all 

is over, are almost purely mischievous It is 

most hurtful to be wishing to act a novel in real 
life, most hurtful to fancy that the interest of life 
resides in its pleasures and passions, not in its 
duties; and it mars all simplicity* of character to 
have the feelings and events of common life spread 
out under a sort of phantasmagoric illumination 
before us."* 

During the year 1832, a change took place in 
young Job's state of religious feeling, which issued, 
some months later, in his hearty renunciation of 

* " Guesses at Truth," Second Series, p. 344. 

c 2 



20 CHAPTER II. 

the world, and return to the fold of Christ. While 
inclining to listen once again to the voice of the 
Holy Spirit, in His warnings and invitations, he 
became acquainted with two brothers, young men 
somewhat older than himself, devoted Christians, 
and, a few years later, both Methodist Ministers, 
-Benjamin and Henry Elvins. This friendship 
was owned of God to Mr. JoVs lasting good; and 
so was a visit that he paid to his mother at Pol- 
perro, early in the following year. 

The Rev. B. Elvins, glancing over an interval of 
more than twenty years, during which he and Mr. 
Job were widely severed in fact, though not in feel- 
ing, and gathering up fragmentary remembrances 
of the past, says : — 

" The period when my acquaintance with Mr. 
Job commenced was one of great importance in his 
history. I believe it was sometime in 1833. He 
was then an exceedingly serious and thoughtful 
young man, about three years younger than myself. 
Although converted to God in early life, he had in 
some degree departed from the Lord, and from the 
church with which he had formerly been identified. 
As his mind was now fully awakened to a sense of 
his condition as a sinner before God, and as I found 
him an anxious inquirer after truth and salvation, I 
remember, with my dear departed brother, urging 
him again to join the Methodist Society. He 
did so; and after a short time was enabled to 
repose with implicit faith on the sacrificial death 
of the great Redeemer. At this period his decision 
for God and His truth became very manifest. In 
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principle, in spirit, and in habit, he came out 
from the world, and was separated to the Lord." 

Mr. Job's own account of this crisis in his soul's 
life is taken from his journal. 

"July 26th, 1833.— Blessed be God, He has 
again called me to see His face. In me that pro- 
mise is verified, ' Though your sins be as scarlet, 
they shall be white as snow ; though they be red 
like crimson, they shall be as wool/ It is now 
about three years since I left the Methodist So- 
ciety; but during that time the Spirit of the Lord 
has striven very powerfully with me, and some- 
times I have been almost persuaded to be a Chris- 
tian. I have long known that this is the best 
way ; and that the longer I left it, the more diffi- 
cult it would be to repent. I felt a vacancy in 
my mind, and knew that something more was 
necessary to make me happy, and that that some- 
thing was religion ; yet I was still held back, as 
by the power of enchantment, wishing to move, 
but not being able. I could look at the world, 
and see nothing but troubles and difficulties ; and 
what the world calls ' pleasure/ I could see was 
but 'vanity and vexation of spirit.' Looking 
beyond the grave, I could see no light. Not a 
ray of hope shot across the impenetrable gloom. 
I saw that to the Christian the trials and difficul- 
ties of life are greatly diminished, by one great 
cause of them, man's evil passions, being subdued ; 
and that what remain lose much of their sting, 
because they are sanctified to the good of his soul. 
These thoughts struck me particularly on Mon- 
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day, May 7th, on returning from Polperro, where 
I had been because the 'Martha' was run down 
by a schooner from Padstow. I then determined 
to delay no longer, but to begin to seek the Lord. 
The day following I prayed often, and the next 
day I received the pardon of my sins, though I 
had not a clear assurance of it, the Spirit bearing 
witness with my spirit, till a few days after. I did 
not feel that rapturous joy which some speak of; 
yet I had true peace, with a constant sense of my 
dependence upon God ; and ever since I have had 
a pretty clear assurance of my acceptance. On 
the Sunday following, I met in Mr. Merifield's 
class ; and, a few Sundays after, received a note of 
admittance from the Rev. Moses Dunn." 

Thenceforth, the young Christian's course was 
onward and upward. How unwearying was his 
attendance on the means of grace, — how circum- 
spect and unblamalble his outward walk, — there 
are living witnesses who bear strong and certain 
testimony : how minute and constant was his 
attention to the work of introspection, — howten- 
der his conscience, — how lowly his judgment of 
self, — how high his estimate of tne purity of 
God's law, — and with what prayerful diligence he 
sought to be conformed in all things to that high 
standard, — his journal contains ample proof. 

The following passages are selected from among 
many of equal value, as illustrating the character 
of his early piety. 

« Sunday, July 28th.— At six o'clock went to a 
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kind of Band-meeting which a few of us have toge- 
ther: at seven, to the Prayer-meeting. Found 
them to be refreshing seasons. Forenoon, 
attended the Sunday school, and afterwards heard 
Mr. Dunn preach. After dinner went to Class- 
meeting and Sunday school. Evening, heard Mr. 
Hales preach from Psalm cxix. 9 : ' Wherewithal 
shall a young man cleanse his way? By taking 
heed thereto according to Thy word/ After this 
sermon, he preached in the open air, in Paul's 
Square, on Hosea xii. 10 : ' It is time to seek the 
Lord/ " 

Sketches q{ these sermons are given, and then 
he adds, " Afterwards, talking with a young friend, 
in whose heart the Lord has indeed begun a good 
work. O may He carry it on to perfection ! This 
day has been a day of refreshing. I have been 
made ' to lie down in green pastures/ and to drink 
of the waters of comfort. I feel Sabbaths in gene- 
ral to be very eminently days of rest, ' fair buds of 
bliss,' the foretaste of a never-ending Sabbath. 
They are as arbours on the Hill of Difficulty, and 
this life is a continued Hill Difficulty. 

" Tuesday, 30th. — At five o'clock went to a 
Band-meeting, and felt my strength renewed. 

" Thursday, August 1st. — This has been a day 
of severe temptation, perhaps because I have not 
had the opportunity of private prayer which I have 
other days. Prayer is indeed the food of the soul. 

"August 2nd. — My mind has been agitated to- 
day with many temptations to pride. I feel a 
desire of praise to be my besetting sin. O that I 
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had but one desire, to obtain the praise of God in 
the day of judgment, that He may say, 'Well 
done, good and faithful servant: enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord/ 

"5th. — This day I have observed as a partial 
fast, and have found it a day of peace and rest to 
my soul. 

"9th. — I thank God He has enabled me to 
conquer that desire of praise by which I was so 
grievously beset during the last week; yet I do 
not feel the love of God to be the governing prin- 
ciple of all my actions. Though I feel a constant 
assurance of the Divine favour, yet I have not 
always that praying spirit which I desire. 

"15th. — This has been a gloomy day to my 
soul. I feel my old enemy, anger, often arise in 
my bosom. Last week, pride was my strongest 
foe ; but as soon as I have conquered one enemy, 
another commences his attacks on my peace. 
Sometimes I imagine that I shall know war no 
more ; that I have at least subdued, if not wholly 
destroyed the Canaanites out of the land: but 
soon I find they regain strength, and attack me 
with redoubled vigour. O God, may I never rest 
till Thy love shall take full possession of my 
heart, and all these Thy enemies shall be com- 
pletely destroyed ! 

"21st. — My mind is often clouded by giving 
way to various doubts, and looking forward to the 
future; but this morning the following passage 
was applied to my mind : ' And the life that I live in 
the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God/ This 
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faith should support us momentarily, while we look 
not at the future, but leave that to God. By 
adopting this rule, I have felt my mind more at 
peace to-day. 

"30th. — To-day I have had clearer views than I 
ever had before of my own weakness, and my need 
of a constant dependence on God for assistance to 
war the spiritual warfare with the world, the flesh, 
and the devil. I am determined, by the assist- 
ance of God, to cultivate a more praying spirit ; 
for the more prayer is used, the more enjoyment 
of God is felt. Prayer and happiness are inti- 
mately connected. O God, enable me to keep 
this resolution, through Thy strength ! 

" Sunday, Sept. 1st. — At the Prayer-meetings 
at six and seven o'clock : felt them to be precious 
seasons to my soul. Throughout this day I have 
felt much strengthened in the way of godliness, 
though many thoughts intruded themselves while 
I was engaged in public worship, connected with a 
very painful circumstance that occurred in the 
morning. I desire to walk more closely and hum- 
bly with my God, seeking it by constant prayer 
and watchfulness. 

" 3rd. — I felt anger rise very powerfully in my 
breast; but through the strength of God I was 
victor over this detestable passion. O Lord, give me 
that meekness and gentleness that were in Jesus ! 

"8th. — Went to School, and afterwards heard 
Mr. Trethewey of St. Blazey. After chapel went 
to walk with Benjamin Elvins, and formed 
strong resolutions to live very near to God. O 
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that my words and actions were one living com* 
ment on the Scriptures ! 

" 9th. — 1 want more kindness and gentleness in 
my manner towards those with whom I am obliged 
to have communication in the daily concerns of 
business. O make me meek and lowly in heart ! 

" 12th. — In the afternoon got into an argument 
on Confirmation, and was rather more heated than 
I wished. I intend for the future to avoid unpro- 
fitable disputes. May God enable me to preserve 
an even frame of mind ! 

" 13th. — The tongue is an unruly member, and 
I find that mine frequently offends, either in a 
sharp manner of speaking, or in speaking things 
that had been as well, if not better, left unspoken. 
Enable me, O God ! to set a watch upon my lips, 
that I offend not with my tongue." 

Those who knew Mr. Job in the later years of 
his life must read, with some surprise, his early 
confessions of sins of temper and of tongue. Many 
agree in saying that they never knew his even and 
calm mind to be ruffled by a single storm of pas- 
sion; never heard an unkind, an angry, or an 
intemperate word escape from his well-bridled 
tongue. "When you see Mr. Job once," said a 
servant who lived for several months under the 
same roof, herself a pious person and a competent 
observer, " you see him as he always is. There 's 
never any difference." 



t( 



16th. — In the morning felt a great distrust of 
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myself, and was led to cry earnestly for assistance. 
God heard my prayers, and assisted me during 
the day. 

€€ 18th. — This has been a day of very great bus- 
tle and noise. The Bishop of Exeter arrived to 
perform the ceremony of Confirmation. I don't 
like these busy days. I can't keep my mind in 
that even state which I wish for. It is generally 
elevated into the extremity of levity, or depressed 
almost into moroseness. < 

"Oct. 15th. — My mind seems to be on the 
stretch to obtain knowledge; and to increase in 
knowledge and in piety seems to be the chief 
business of my life. 

"21st. — Benjamin and Henry Elvins have re- 
ceived invitations to preach. I suppose they will 
commence very soon. O may their motives be 
pure; and may they have the assistance of the 
Holy Spirit ! 

" 22nd. — Prayer is certainly one of man's great- 
est privileges; yet how backward do I often feel 
to the performance of this duty ! But this back- 
wardness never makes me neglect the duty ; and 
when I break through difficulty, I often feel the 
presence of God. 

" 27th. — This morning I rose, by mistake, about 
four o'clock. I walked to and fro before the 
chapel several times. The moon and the planet 
Jupiter were setting in the west, while the beau- 
tiful morning star was rising ; and the Psalmist's 
exclamation was mine: 'When I consider Thy 
heavens, the work of Thy fingers, the moon and 
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the stars, which Thou hast ordained; what is man, 
that Thou art mindful of him? and the son of 
man, that Thou visitest him?' Returned home, 
and read Mr. Wesley's sermon on Free Grace. 
Went to the Prayer-meeting at seven. In the 
forenoon Mr. Shaw preached. I felt particularly 
struck with one passage of his sermon, that ' we 
spend every moment in a manner pleasing or dis- 
pleasing to God ; and that we shall feel the effect 
of every moment's employment in another world/ 
Therefore, O God, enable me to employ every 
moment of my life to the improvement of the one 
or two talents which Thou hast committed to my 
care. 

" Dec. 3rd. — During the former part of this day 
felt very heavy and backward to the performance 
of duty. This was occasioned by giving place to 
worldly, unprofitable thoughts. But on crying to 
God, He dispersed the cloud which hung over my 
mind, and restored me to serenity of feeling. 

" 5th. — I have felt much condemned for giving 
a receipt for £10 without a stamp. Whatever 
some may think, I feel that it is the duty of a 
Christian to render custom to whom custom is 
due, and every breach of this law is certainly a 
sin. Though I did not see clearly at the time I 
was doing it that it was wrong, yet afterwards I 
felt that I had offended God; but I thank Him 
that I have now an assurance that I am in His 
favour. May this make me humble, and stimulate 
me more resolutely to take up my cross, and to 
shun the very appearance of evil ! 
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ff 10th. — I do not know that I have offended 
God in any respect to-day. Yet I should wish for 
the flame of Divine love to burn with such an 
ardour as to enable me to do and endure all things 
for the sake of Jesus. 

" Jan. 14th, 1834. — During the past few days, 
Satan has been suffered more than usually to 
assault me. It has produced a good effect. I have 
been humbled under a view of my own unworthi- 
nesa. To-day I have had almost constant peace, 
and have been free from the violent temptations of 
the devil. May the Lord enable me to aspire to 
the height of the Christian's privilege ! 

" Feb. 9th. — In the afternoon was at School and 
Class-meeting. In the evening had a comfortable 
walk with J. L. to Charlestown. I think that he has 
good impressions at times. Lord, deepen them ! 

"23rd. — After evening sermon the sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper was administered. God was 
eminently present. There seemed to be a general 
sense of the Divine Presence. At the commence- 
ment I felt a strange hardness of heart. O the 
depth of unbelief! I cried earnestly to God for 
full salvation. At times, I was on the borders of 
Canaan; but because of unbelief I could not enter 
into the promised land. 

" March 2nd. — I desire to go on to perfection. 
I believe that on Thursday morning, while en- 
gaged in prayer, I obtained the blessing of perfect 
love. I continued in this state nearly all the 
forenoon, when I lost my confidence. It is almost 
impossible to describe the revolution in my feel- 
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ings. In the morning I felt my heart softened to 
receive any impression of the Holy Spirit; in the 
evening it seemed as hard as adamant : in the 
morning warmed by the flame of love ; in the even- 
ing that flame almost extinguished, and my heart 
as cold as ice. Prayed for more than an hour, 
and was somewhat quickened. 

" April 6th. — I am informed that my name is 
placed on the Prayer-leaders' Plan. God seems 
to be opening for me a path to usefulness. O 
Lord, purify my motives, and fill me with love ! 

"11th. — I have been much troubled with un- 
charitable feelings; but when I cry to God, He 
does hear, and delivers me from the enemies of my 
soul, and gives me peace and joy in believing. 

" May 2nd.— Since I have been home, (after a 
visit to Polperro,) I have read part of the Life of 
Mr. Bramwell, which has awakened in me a desire 
for perfect love. 

" 4th. — Was at the seven o'clock Prayer-meet- 
ing, and found God to be present. In the fore- 
noon was at Livalza at a Prayer-meeting. After- 
noon at School. Heard Mr. Dunn in the evening, 
on Matt. xii. 31, 32. My soul was much drawn 
out after God, and I felt an ardent desire for full 
redemption. I was agreeably surprised at hearing 
that the Lord's Supper was to be administered 
after the service. I felt a longing desire for per- 
fect love, and could sometimes even lay hold on 
the promise by faith. I went to bed praying for a 
clean heart. 

" 5th. — I awoke in the spirit of prayer, and in a 
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little time was able to look up with confidence, 
and believe that every blessing purchased by the 
blood of Christ was mine. Various were the 
temptations with which I was assailed during the 
day, so much so as to create a degree of heaviness ; 
but sometimes I could hold a sweet communion 
with my God. 

" June 10th. — The former part of the day I felt 
many unholy tempers ; but the latter part I have 
held communion with God, especially this evening 
in private prayer. I now, through Divine assist- 
ance, make a full surrender of my all to God, to 
be employed in His service. 

" 18th.— Talked with Grace W. How does a 
long continuance in sin harden the heart and 
darken the understanding ! But she seemed to be 
affected. 

"23rd. — Assailed by the fiery darts of the 
Wicked One. Thought I felt anger, and a desire 
for praise. The sensation was momentary; so 
that I do not know whether it was real, or a 
temptation of the enemy. O Lord, if it was sin, 
Thou knowest the sincerity of my repentance, and 
how deeply I am sunk in self-abasement. But I 
have to praise Thee. 'Thou restorest my soul/ 
I do now love Thee with all my heart. I can 
praise Thee out of the midst of the furnace of 
temptation. 

"July 16th. — In the morning I was able to 
rejoice in God my Saviour. Afterwards I rode to 
Fowey. There I heard a woman take the Lord's 
name in vain; but did not reprove her as plainly 
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as I should have done. By this I grieved the 
Holy Spirit, and brought deadness over my soul. 
There is a necessity of seizing every opportunity 
of glorifying God, in order to maintain commu- 
nion with Him." 

Mr. Job's journal is what its name imports, 
— a daily record. That record speaks strongly of 
a constant and steady resistance of evil, and an 
earnest endeavour after the right. The conscien- 
tiousness of the young disciple is noteworthy : but 
perhaps, in his struggles towards the attainment 
of a higher life, his eye was apt to turn too much 
to his own part in the work of salvation, too little 
to His Saviour's part. He did not overlook the 
doctrine of Atonement; but he did not make 
such use of it as would have insured his soul's full 
comfort. Even under the Mosaic dispensation, 
provision was made for sins done unwittingly ; and 
one of the common people, bringing to the Priest 
his kid of the goats for a sin-offering, left the altar 
forgiven: and shall the sincere believer's inad- 
vertencies and shortcomings be counted to him for 
sin, now that he has Christ's "precious blood" to 
plead, and an ever-living High Priest through 
whom to draw nigh to God? 

About this time Mr. Job seems to have obtained 
enlarged and clearer views of the way of salvation, 
and henceforth we find the evangelical element 
pervading and influencing his thoughts and feel- 
ings. His conflicts become less harassing, and his 
victories more sure. 
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"July 20th. — Friday and Saturday I experi- 
enced almost every state of mind. Sometimes I 
could believe all things and hold sweet commu- 
nion with God; but at other times I abstracted 
the eye of faith from Jesus, and deadness per- 
vaded my mind, and unholy tempers sprang up in 
my heart. While at prayer on Saturday evening, 
I felt a sweet union with Christ. I could recline 
on the bosom of the Saviour, and could believe 
that the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from 
all sin. 

" 25th. — I have been enabled to keep the eye of 
faith almost constantly fixed on Jesus. While I 
do this, I am safe. I do not reason with Satan. 
This has been the occasion of my former stum- 
bling; but now I look to Jesus. 

"29th. — When I came before God at twelve 
o'clock, I found a great backwardness to prayer ; 
but I continued praying till He again occupied all 
my heart. 

t€ Oct. 6th. — This day affords matter for much 
praise and thanksgiving. I can now say, I live 
not, but Christ liveth in me. Nearly all of this 
day I have been enabled to preserve a collected 
frame of mind, and have enjoyed some seasons of 
sweet fellowship with the Father and with the Son. 

"28th. — How much cause for humility does 
every day afford 1 More and more do I see of my 
deficiencies. God does answer my prayer for 
humility. I still feel that He has all the affec- 
tions of my soul. 

u Jan. 14th, 1835. — While engaged in prayer at 

D 
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twelve o'clock, so much of the power of God rested 
on me that I was almost overwhelmed. I love 
my God with all my heart. Oh, may I be faithful 
to the grace now imparted I 

"March 24th. — This has been a good day to 
my soul. At twelve o'clock I experienced an un- 
usually precious season in prayer. This afternoon 
I felt a heavier cross in reproving sin than I have 
for a long time experienced. But Oh, what peace 
results from denying self, taking up the cross, and 
following the Saviour ! 

"April 11th. — A very good day. I have had 
peculiarly near access to the throne of grace. 
Was enabled to agonize for the full image of 
God. I want a more powerful baptism of the 
Spirit. 

" 13th. — In the morning I experienced a very 
near approach to the throne of grace. I did ago- 
nize for the fulness of God; and my soul was 
abundantly blessed. I thank God that I am 
growing in grace; But I want to dwell in God. 
He has all my heart ; and I have an increased 
love for souls, and a stronger desire to be useful. 

"May 24th. — While commemorating the death 
of the Redeemer, I felt that blood sprinkled oil 
my conscience, and that through' its efficacy I 
was cleansed from all sin. 

"June 9th. — Through the past week I had 
especial communion with God. Indeed, I feel the 
work of grace deepening in my soul. One day I 
took up the Life of Bramwell, and opened on that 
letter in which he says there is not a moment in 
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which he does not feel the Divine Presence. I felt 
stimulated to aspire more ardently after the same 
state of grace. This morning have felt much of 
the Divine Presence. I have been able to engage 
in mighty prayer.' 



a 



The wish to be useful, expressed once and again 
in Mr. Job's journal, was not confined to his heart 
and his closet. Prayerfully he awaited the lead- 
ings of Providence ; so conscious of mental and 
spiritual deficiency, that he dared not thrust 
himself, unasked, into any province of Christian 
labour; so attentive to the Spirit's voice and so 
docile to His teaching, that he dared not refuse to 
go when once the command was given. Early in 
his Christian course he became a Prayer-leader; 
and not long after he was called to engage in the 
work of a Local Preacher. Of this period in his 
history his friend Mr. Elvins writes thus: "As 
my brother and myself had just made some hum- 
ble attempt to call sinners to repentance, and as it 
was our full conviction that our young friend, Mr. 
Job, was called to the same work, we lost no 
opportunity of pressing the matter on his atten- 
tion ; but we found him very retiring, and, from a 
sense of his own insufficiency, reluctant to engage 
in so momentous an undertaking. However, 
after much prayerful self-examination, he was led 
to the conclusion that the Great Head of the 
Church had committed to him a dispensation of 
the Gospel. I have thought, and still think, that 
no ambassador for Christ ever entered into his 
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vocation with more scrupulous care, with more 
simplicity of purpose, than did my departed 
friend. Prior to this period, his reading had been 
considerable for one so young; but I believe he 
had not gone far in theology. He now, however, 
became an earnest student of the word of God, 
and strove to make himself acquainted with the 
truths therein revealed. His pursuit of Divine 
truth was at once marked by manly independence 
and humble prayerfulness. It was manifestly his 
aim to understand the mind of the Spirit. His 
temper of mind at this period was reverent and 
devout. He courted the shades of retirement, 
and spent much time in private meditation. At 
the same time, he was fond of such conversation 
as was adapted to relieve and instruct. For all 
that was frivolous he had a decided distaste. Per- 
haps I may be here permitted to mention that, 
about the time of which I now speak, he used to 
meet my brother and myself, with one or two 
others, for the purpose of discussion and devotion. 
In this way we spent many hours together while 
most around us were asleep. As our conversa- 
tions were not permitted to degenerate into wran- 
gling, I believe they were attended with mutual 
profit. In these meetings we gave some account 
of the books we had been reading, and expressed 
our thoughts upon them. 

"About this time Mr. Job, if I mistake not, 
read some of the best theological authors in our 
language; and however extensive might be his 
reading, his thoughts kept pace with it, and went 
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beyond it. He also bestowed considerable pains 
on composition and style. While he delighted in 
the contemplation of truth in the abstract, he was 
far from being indifferent to modes of expression. 
With a view to improvement in this respect, 
he 1 read carefully, observed closely, and wrote 
extensively. 

" As the consequence of all this, his knowledge 
was producible ; and he was well qualified to pass 
through a theological examination, — an ordeal 
which many young men, more showy than he, 
have too much reason to dread. As a Local 
Preacher he was more than acceptable; he was 
highly attractive and useful; manifesting, in his 
ministrations, vigour of thought, beauty of expres- 
sion, and spiritual power." 

A few extracts from Mr. Job's journal, refer- 
ring to this subject, will close the present chapter. 

"Nov. 12th, 1833. — In the evening, Benjamin 
and Henry Elvins and myself had our Band- 
meeting. Our conversation was concerning our 
views with reference to the work of the ministry. 
We determined to study in relation to this, and to 
lie passive in the hands of God. 

"April 20th, 1834.— Walked with that man of 
God, Mr. M. He urged me to enter into the 
Lord's vineyard. When shall I enjoy his depth 
of piety ? 

" May 25th. — In the evening went to the Work- 
house* None of the Prayer-leaders besides myself 
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being present, I spoke a short time on repentance 
towards God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
I felt a love for the people's souls. Afterwards 
spoke to a few of them individually. 

" June 22nd. — Went to Livalza in the forenoon, 
where I spoke to a few on repentance and faith. 

" July 27th. — Went to Pentewan with Henry 
Elvins. At half-past two he preached on Acts 
xxvi. 18. I spoke in the evening on Rom. xii. 1, 
but got on exceedingly ill; and from this Satan 
has endeavoured to discourage me from proceeding 
in the paths of usefulness. 

"Aug. 17th. — At the Prayer-meeting felt it 
good to wait upon the Lord. Went to St. Ste- 
phen's, and spoke in the afternoon. I felt a great 
liberty in speaking, and my soul was refreshed. In 
the evening preached at Lanjeth. This has been 
a good day. 

" Sept. 7th. — Went to St. Blazey Bridge, and 
preached on Heb. ii. 3. In the afternoon, at 
Tywardreath, on Titus ii. 14. In the evening at 
St. Blazey, on the same text. Aunt S. seems to 
have serious impressions. May they be deepened ! 
In the evening had great liberty in speaking and 
in prayer. 

" 14. — Preached at Charlestown on Num. xxiii. 
10. Though the devil used all his endeavours to 
infuse doubt and fear into my soul, yet the Lord 
gave me His assistance, and my soul was refreshed. 
Afternoon preached at Holmbush. There appears 
to be a need of some one prophesying to the dry 
bones there; but it must be a prophet different 
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fjom myself. Instead of my being a means of 
infusing life into them, I should partake of their 
death. In the evening preached at Polgooth, and 
afterwards, in the beautiful moonlight, and with 
Jesus in my heart, walked home. 

"17th. — Yesterday I was requested by Mr. 
May to preach in our chapel at St. Austell this 
evening. I had determined to refuse ; but hearing 
that it was the wish of Mr. Stephenson that I 
should preach there before the Quarterly-meeting, 
I complied. My fears were many ; but God was 
my help. I had liberty in speaking, and my soul 
was refreshed. The congregation was large : per- 
haps many were drawn by curiosity. 

" 30th. — 1 sensibly feel the necessity of a deeper 
work of grace being wrought in my soul ; and I 
feel determined to press forward, by Divine assist- 
ance, to possess the most elevated heights of holi- 
ness. A freedom from unholy tempers I in a 
.great measure enjoy. I love God more than I 
^formerly did ; and I see more of the spirituality of 
ithe Divine law, and the extent of my privileges. 
But I want to feel constantly the most fervent 
affection to God, and the most intimate union with 
Him. This day is our Quarterly-meeting, and I 
believe I am to be placed on the Plan, on trial, for 
the ensuing quarter. 

"Jan. 25th, 1835.— Went to Fowey, and 
preached in the forenoon from Eph. v. 1, 2. 
Afternoon visited some sick people, and preached 
in the evening. Oh, may God add His blessing ! 

"Feb. 17th. — The last week I was at Polperro. 
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I preached on Thursday evening to a very large 
congregation from the words, € Pray without ceas- 
ing/ The Lord is reviving His work in the Lis- 
keard Circuit. On Sunday I preached at Lanjeth. 
I feel an increased love for souls. 

" March 31st. — To-day our Local Preachers' 
meeting and the Quarterly-meeting have been held. 
I was examined, and got on better than I expected, 
without embarrassment. I have found it particu- 
larly necessary to pray against pride, and to en- 
deavour after a completely spiritual mind ; and it 
has been a profitable day to my soul. Mr. Ray 
preached in the evening from, ' He that winneth 
souls is wise.' Afterwards was at the Love-feast, 
and found it to be a time of refreshing. 

" June 21st. — A day of blessing. At the morn- 
ing Prayer-meeting my soul was refreshed. I was 
obliged to preach in our chapel in the morning. 
It appeared a great cross ; but the Lord was with 
me, so that the burden became comparatively light. 
Before I went to chapel, I had a precious season 
with God. Afternoon received our tickets from 
Mr. Stephenson. Felt an unusual degree of the 
Divine influence while preaching at Charlestown 
from, 'Why will ye die?' Have reason to believe 
that this Divine influence was felt by the people, 
and that good was done. Afterwards at the 
Prayer-meeting my soul was abundantly blessed." 



CHAPTER III. 

ON PROBATION FOR THE MINISTRY. 

*' An example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, 
in spirit, in faith, in parity." — 1 Tim. iv. 12. 

Mr. Job's master died in March, 1834; but 
this did not alter the position of the young appren- 
tice ; he remained with the widow and her family, 
serving their interests with scrupulous fidelity. 
Indeed, it may be said safely, that his conduct 
during the term of his apprenticeship would have 
borne the scrutiny of unfriendly eyes. " He was 
faithful, neither was there any error or fault found 
in him;" so that none " could find any occasion 
against him," except " concerning the law of his 
God." 

But the time came for his leaving St. Austle. 
Indications were not wanting that God had a 
claim on him for another and a higher kind of 
service. His pulpit-labours were, as we have 
seen, cordially approved by the people. The Rev. 
Richard Ray, then his Superintendent, perceived 
his value ; often employed him as his own substi- 
tute, when such help was necessary ; and recom- 
mended him to the Conference of 1836, as a fit 
candidate for the work of the Methodist ministry. 
" No young man whom I have known," says Mr. 
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Ray, "has afforded me more general satisfaction. 
Prom my observation of, and frequent intercourse 
with, him through a long course of years, I hesi- 
tate not to say that his piety was sincere, deep, 
and ardent ; and his character uniformly such as to 
secure the unqualified approval of all good men." 

On the 25th of May, Mr. Job, with his friends 
Messrs. Benjamin and Henry Elvins, was examined 
before the District-meeting at Falmouth. The Rev. 
J. Earnshaw, then present, confirms Mr. Ray's 
statement, by saying, " I was struck with his piety, 
modesty, and intelligence; and I felt persuaded 
that he would be a credit to his profession, and a 
blessing to the church." From that time till the 
following September, Mr. Job resided at Polperro. 
His journal shows that this interval was spent in 
seeking more copious spiritual supplies, in preach- 
ing, wherever he had an opportunity, in the Lis- 
keard and St. Austle Circuits, and in way-side 
efforts to bring sinners to Christ. He names the 
case of one young person, ill of consumption, whom 
he was the means of leading as a penitent to the 
foot of the Cross. Then came the Conference; 
and Mr. Job awaited its decision with interest, not 
unmixed with anxiety. 

" Aug. 3rd. — Received a letter from my friend 
Benjamin Elvins. He has heard from Mr. Ray, 
who is at Conference. We have been proposed and 
accepted. I bless God that He has hitherto directed 
us. May He continue to order all things for us ! 

*" i. — Received a letter from B. Elvins, giving 
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an account of our appointments. He is appointed 
to Newport in Wales, Henry to Stamford in Lin- 
colnshire,* I to Portsmouth. During some part of 
the day my mind was much depressed. Satan, no 
doubt, endeavoured to increase my fears. But I 
■thought on the word of the Lord, ' Be careful for 
nothing/ &c. I did make my request known to 
God: I was enabled to cast my care upon Him; 
and I felt the peace of God keeping my heart and 
mind. I should have preferred an appointment to 
a smaller place, for the first year. But I suppose 
I am sent where God would have me be ; and He 
.will be with me. I feel my mental deficiencies 
sensibly; and, although God has lately very gra- 
ciously visited my heart, I still feel that I need a 
; much larger effusion of the Spirit, in order that I 
may perform a work of such vast importance. May 
my eye be single ! and may God grant me more of 
the Spirit of power, of love, and of a sound mind ! 
" 17th. — God has very graciously blessed me 
.these last two or three days; and I feel assured 
: that though I am very weak, yet He will go with 
me, strengthen and bless. I hope and believe that 
•He will prosper my labours. To-day I received a 
letter from Mr. Sherwell, who will be one of my 
colleagues; he is Very encouraging, and speaks 
most kindly. I shall have to spend a fortnight in 
the Portsmouth, and a fortnight in the Gosport, 
Circuit. May I go humble, simple, and spiritual; 
and, O God, may I hang on no other arm but 
Thine !" 

* -Changed afterwards for Towceater, Northamptonshire. 
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One sympathizes with the young Christian, as 
he examines his armour and notes its weak places, 
before girding himself for the conflict with new and 
stronger enemies, on a wider battle-field. The 
mere worldling might smile, as he saw the stripling 
making ready ; and even the right-hearted Chris- 
tian might be pardoned for doubting the issue. 
Not yet twenty years of age, with little of the 
world's learning, and less of the world's expe- 
rience; self-taught, except in the rudimental in- 
struction given at a village school; fresh from the 
shop ; (behind whose counter, by the way, he had 
delighted to find time for snatches of reading be- 
tween the visits of customers ;) of a shy and reserved 
nature, shrinking from the sight of new faces, and 
preferring his own chamber to the social circle; 
diffident almost to a fault ; — was this half-educated 
youth likely to prove an able Preacher ; this home- 
keeper, a diligent and welcome Pastor, visiting from 
house to house ? But however much was lacking, 
Mr. Job had within him the promise of success. 
He had a resolute will, and an entirely consecrated 
heart. He was a man of one purpose. To save 
souls was to be the business of his life. Confer- 
ring " not with flesh and blood," he set himself to 
acquire, at whatever cost of self-denial and pains- 
taking, all the knowledge and all the habits that 
he regarded as proper to his work. No earthly 
lure, however attractive to the desire of ease or of 
pleasure, had power to draw him out of his straight 
course. Nor, to his true heart and right mind, 
did anything appear small or trifling from" which 
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he might, by any means, learn a new lesson, to aid 
him in honouring or spreading the blessed Gospel. 
While thus working with singular diligence, and 
making all other things tributary to "this one 
thing/' he betook himself to the Christian's strong- 
hold, calling on God continually for that Holy 
Spirit of promise, who alone gives life to the 
means, and efficacy to the instrument. 

The following recollections, from the pen of the 
Rev. It. M. Willcox, one of his first colleagues, 
accord with this estimate of his character. 

" There is a sanctity in the recollections of my 
beloved friend Job. The memories of him rise up 
all unsoiled. Not an expression used, only in 
pleasantry or sportiveness, can be recalled, tinged 
with aught objectionable. There was the very re- 
finement of spiritual delicacy about him : and of 
all I have ever known, none more fully and beauti- 
fully followed St. Paul's instruction to Timothy : 
' Keep thyself pure/ And that, too, without any 
affectation of singularity, or scrupulosity, or pre- 
tension to purity. Never was a saint more free 
from sanctimoniousness and Pharisaic preciseness. 
He was as remote from prudery as from austerity. 
In him all sprung from divinely implanted holy 
principle, which caused him to shrink, with a 
trembling sensitiveness, from ' the first abhorred 
approach of ill.' 

" We first met under interesting circumstances. 
We had been received by the Conference of 1836, 
as Preachers on trial, and were appointed to travel 
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together at Portsmouth. Mr. Job was directed to 
devote one half of his labours to the Gosport Cir- 
cuit. I was to be the assistant of the Rev. J. 
Fordred, then an invalid, with whom it was in- 
tended that I should reside. But as Mr. Fordred 
never reached his new appointment, dying about 
six weeks after the Conference, it was arranged 
that I should be an inmate of the house where 
Mr. Job lodged, when on the Portsmouth side, as 
it is termed. He commenced his labours at Gos- 
port, so that nearly a fortnight elapsed before his 
coming to Portsmouth. There was an innocent 
curiosity, probably on the part of us both, to see 
one another, as we were likely to be so much 
together. I well remember my first impressions 
of him and of his juvenile appearance. We soon 
became friends, intimately so. The equality of 
age, the unusual circumstance of both of us com- 
mencing our itinerancy, our inexperience of men 
and things, our very hopes and fears leading us to 
conversation and consultation, all contributed to 
render our intercourse the more frequent and fra- 
ternal. And there could scarcely be a freer inter- 
change of thought, purposes, plans, and pursuits in 
our studies than between us, — without that rude 
familiarity which would intrude, unasked, into 
another's room. There was no reserve, no hesita- 
tion about showing each other our pulpit prepara- 
tions, or discussing our 'subjects/ Mr. JoVs 
diligence was plodding and unflagging, from early 
morn till late at night ; usually from six a.m. to 
eleven p.m. ; occasionally earlier, but seldom later, 
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and then only when hard pressed for pulpit mate- 
rial. This application partially compensated for 
the disadvantages of his limited education, and his 
having been pretty closely occupied in business 
up to the time of his coining out to travel. His 
efforts at improvement, while incessant, were some- 
what* desultory at first. This was remedied by my 
putting into his hands Dr. Hannah's € Letter to a 
Junior Methodist Preacher, concerning the Course 
and Prosecution of his Studies in Christian Theo- 
logy ■•/ which he followed. 

" Some people will persist in their opinion that 
Ministers are mercenary in their aims on entering 
on their sacred work If ever any one was fre! 
from that vileness, my friend Job assuredly was. 
On the morning of the first Quarterly-meeting of 
the Circuit, we were seated at the breakfast-table, 
and, the business of the day being named, a con- 
versation followed, in substance this : — 

"Z. J. — ' Well, brother Willcox, I suppose they 
will pay us our money to-day/ 

"R. M. W.—<I should think so/ 

" Z. J. — ' What are we to receive ? ' 

"R. M. W. — 'I don't know: I have heard 
something about quarterage, besides our board 
and lodging, which are provided for us/ 

" Z. J.—< If they give me £20 a year, I shall be 
satisfied/ 

" R. M. W. — ' I should say you will not have 
less than that/ 

" Now, here was a young man who had entered 
on a professional engagement, and, far from making 
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any stipulation, had not even inquired what re- 
muneration he was to receive ; had actually been 
employed some weeks, and had not sought for 
information on this point, either from the Superin- 
tendent Minister, or from the Circuit Stewards; 
(and I have no recollection that this had been a 
topic of private conversation before ;) and whose 
modest expectations were bounded by a sum of 
i£20 in cash. This unworldliness did not arise 
from thoughtlessness or improvidence, but from the 
superior energy of that hallowed desire which 
carried him to his sacred work ; for he could join 
with a greater, and say, € The love of Christ con- 
straineth us/ No meaner motive-principle than 
that induced him to take upon himself his office 
and ministry. 

" I dwell not on his Christian conscientiousness ; 
his habitual prayerfulness ; his jealous watchfulness; 
his transparent honesty ; his prudence and circum- 
spection ; his intense desire to be useful, absolutely 
swallowing up every other consideration ; his manly 
amiableness, not mawkishness ; his simplicity, not 
folly or ignorance, but that € godly thing 9 which 
accompanies a good conscience, and which is at 
the antipodes of trickery and dissimulation. c For 
he was a good man/ " 

A page or two from Mr. Job's diary of this 
period shows with what feelings he entered on his 
Circuit labours. 

"Landport, Oct. 16th, 1836.— This has been a 
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day of blessing. I have now been here seven 
weeks last Friday. I came, indeed, with fear and 
trembling ; but God has not forsaken me ; and since 
I have been here, my soul has entered farther into 
God. This morning I preached at Portsmouth 
from Phil. iii. 20, 21. God did graciously assist 
me. In the afternoon at Grasswell Street. In the 
evening at St. Peter's, Portsea. The congregation 
was the largest to which I ever preached. God 
was with me. I was able to be more collected 
than when I preached there before. To-day I 
have had access to the throne of grace, and com- 
munion — open and sweet communion — with God. 
I see the absolute necessity of being dead to the 
world, full of love, entirely devoted. 

"27th. — God has been teaching me, since I 
came here, the necessity of deep humility, of 
entire deadness to the world. I bless God that I 
have in some measure increased in these. May 
He form me for His work, and use me for His 
glory! 

" Sunday, 30th. — Preached at Fareham. Morn- 
ing, John x. 27, 28. God assisted me in a very 
especial manner. Afternoon, 1 John ii. 1, 2. 
My mind was wandering. Evening, Acts xii. 
26. My mind depressed. 

"Nov. 2nd. — My mind is much depressed. 
Things around me present a discouraging aspect. 
I have been here two months. I think a little 
good has been done. At Fareham they were 
quickened, but they appear to have relapsed into 
their former stillness ; and I am unfit to be the 

E 
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means of infusing life. But I will stay me on my 
God." 

With this fitting expression of humility, and 
yet of confidence in help from on high, Mr. Job's 
early diary closes. He found his time fully occupied 
with the claims of his study and of his Circuit ; 
and henceforth, for some years, he ceased to note 
in writing his daily religious experience. Nor did 
he often write letters ; and even his one chosen 
and intimate correspondent, having a full trust in 
his affection to sustain hers, preferred his intel- 
lectual improvement to her own sentimental grati- 
fication, and was not exacting as to the number or 
length of his letters. They were sent at stated 
times, however, and from those letters she has 
permitted extracts, which afford an insight into 
the workings of his spiritual life. On them we 
must mainly depend for illustrations of the pro- 
gress of his piety during this and the three 
following years. 

"When I have reflected on the awful import- 
ance of my work, the great obstacles which exist 
in the human heart, and which must be removed 
before success can crown our efforts ; and when, 
in connexion with this, I have reflected on my 
own inability, my heart has sickened within me. 
I have shrunk when I have thought on the chil- 
ling frowns, the contemptuous smiles, which I may 
expect. But I must learn to bear this. I must 
learn to suffer as well as to enjoy. Indeed, I feel 
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it necessary to take God as my all. I feel that the 
world's applause is an empty breath, a flying 
vapour. I have nothing to do in this world but 
to save myself and those that hear me ; and, in 
order to do this, to cultivate deep, holy, and con- 
stant intercourse with God. For this purpose I 
am determined to live. To this point I wish to 
make all my thoughts, studies, words, and actions 
tend. Although thus occasionally depressed, yet 
God has not forsaken me. I have had many 
seasons of deep and hallowed fellowship with Him. 
You will not forget to pray for me. I need your 
prayers." 

" I am just come from hearing a sermon, the 
first that I have been privileged to hear since I 
came to this place. When I last wrote to you, 
my harp was hung upon the willows ; but, thank 
God, I have lately experienced much spiritual re- 
freshment. I think that I have enjoyed a higher 
degree of inward salvation; more spirituality, 
purity, and love. My mind has been illuminated 
to see more clearly than ever that rest which is to 
be realized when we'sink into nothing, die to the 
world, and take God as our all. Then the world's 
smile, and the world's frown, do not unduly affect 
us. God has all the affections, and He fills and 
satisfies the soul. I have felt something of this 
sinking into nothing, but not as much as I wish. 
I am far from having all that deep humility, fer- 
vent love, and disinterested devotedness which 
should distinguish an ambassador of Christ. But 
God has been gracious to me ; He has stood by 

£ 2 



52 CHAPTER III. 

and strengthened me in my public labours. I have 
experienced many delightful seasons in public, and 
I hope that God has in some degree blessed my 

feeble efforts Yesterday we had a tea-meeting 

respecting the affairs of Portsmouth Chapel. Mr, 
Edmondson and Mr. Brookhouse, two venerable old 
men, with Mr. Sherwell, Mr. Willcox, and myself, 
and others, were present. I had the privilege of 
sitting by the side of Mr. Edmondson : his con- 
versation was very profitable, and exceedingly 
interesting/' 

" I thank God for health. I praise Him that I 
am here. Here I believe God would have me be. 
I am among an affectionate people, and have 
opportunities for study and other advantages that 
I might not have elsewhere. The congregations 
are larger than I have been accustomed to preach 
to ; but the fear of man begins to abate, and God 
is with me to support and comfort me. We have 
not been favoured with such an outpouring of the 
Spirit as I have wished to see ; but our Societies at 
Fareham, and especially at Gosport, appear to be 
quickened ; so that I hope we have not laboured 
entirely in vain. My prayer is that I may sink 
low into humility, become perfectly detached from 
earth, and rise to heaven on the wings of devoted 
love. I never enjoyed so much of the presence 
and love of God as I have done since coming 
here." 

" Dec. 6th, 1836. — We have had our Missionary 
deputation here lately. We had the Rev. Messrs. 
Farrar from London, and Ford from Bristol; and 
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at Portsea, two of the Missionary Secretaries, who 
had been to the Isle of Wight on business. At the 
Portsea Meeting, I sat delighted. I think I was 
never present at a Meeting that I enjoyed so 
much. The Society is very much in want of 
young men. The speakers, in every speech, state 
this pressing want, and sometimes call on the 
young men present to offer themselves. I think 
it therefore not improbable they may take me at 
the next Conference. Let us, my dear Sarah, 
stand prepared, ready to embrace gladly the Divine 
will. I am ready to go wherever Divine Pro- 
vidence directs. Let us live in God, that we may 
live to God, so that our Saviour's prayer may 
be answered in our experience : ' Thou in Me, 
and I in Thee, that they also may be one in 
Us.'" 

The next extract is interesting, as containing 
the first notice of that delicacy of chest from 
which he suffered throughout life; and also as 
showing his equal readiness for a call to rest in 
heaven, or to service of increased toil and hazard 
on earth. 

" Landport, January 3rd, 1837. 

" The last month I have had to pass through 
deep waters, bearing up under deep depressions, 
and retaining my hold of Christ only by the exer- 
cise of simple faith. These depressions have been 
occasioned by a view of my own insufficiency ; the. 
very small success that crowns our labours ; the 
temptations of Satan; and, a little perhaps, by 
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bodily weakness. During the last fortnight I 
hfcve felt my lungs weak, and my breath occa- 
sionally very short : but I am well now. I have 
found it profitable to be in heaviness. I am more 
detached from earth. I have been able to take 
God as my only portion, and to give Him my all. 
He is mine, and I am His ; and for the last six or 
seven days I have felt Christ to be most precious. 
On Saturday evening we had our Watch-night at 
Portsea. I preached ; a few prayed ; Mr. Willcox 
and Mr. Sherwell gave addresses. On Sunday, 
God was with us. After preaching at Grasswell 
Street in the afternoon, I went down to Portsea in 
time to partake of the Sacrament, which was 
administered by Mr. Sherwell. 

" The account of the death of Henry Elvins 
affected me much. Poor Henry ! his labours are 
soon over. ' Poor ' I should not call him. No ! I 
rather envy his happy lot. I have desired to follow 
him. You, my dear Sarah, and a desire to do good 
to souls, are nearly the only things that make me 
satisfied to remain here. I feel that heaven has 
powerful attractions ; and this event has served to 
urge me nearer to a point at which I have long 
been aiming. I wish to live in God, to God, and 
for eternity. 

"You wish me to speak fully respecting my 
feeling towards the Missionary work. My views 
are much the same as they have been. I feel "not 
that I am directly called to labour on a foreign 
station. What I stated was on the ground of the 
Missionary Committee's pressing want of young 



ON PROBATION FOR THE MINISTRY. 55 

men, and of the probability of their calling on me. 
A few days since, Mr. SherweD received a letter 
from Mr. Hoole, to inquire if he knew of any 
young men who had offered themselves- for the 
general work, and who had been sent to Circuits 
without having their names entered on the Mission 
list. In his answer he stated that I had so offered 
myself. We are in the hands of a wise and a 
gracious Parent. Let us trust all to Him ; and, at 
the same time, let us live continually in the pos- 
session of that entire purity, which will at once fit 
us to glorify God here, or to dwell -with Him in 
heaven. Nothing affords me so much pleasure as 
to hear that your soul prospers. Live not without 
the full enjoyment of perfect love. Live near to 
God in prayer. Pray much. Read, as much as 
you can, books on experimental religion. Espe- 
cially read God's word with prayer. I have found 
it very profitable lately to read it on my knees." 

" March 28th, 1837.— I have had many delight- 
ful seasons of sweet, close communion with God. 
He always assists me while preaching ; sometimes 
very much. Last Sunday evening, my soul was 
greatly blessed while preaching from John xi. 25 : 
* I am the resurrection and the life/ In the after- 
noon I attended the funeral of a very dear friend, 
with whom I have been accustomed to take sweet 
cdunsel on the deep things of God. She is gone 
to her reward. She came out of great tribulation, 
and washed her robes, and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. I read the Service, and gave 
a short address. She was the mother of one of our 
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Preachers, Mr. Yeates, who now travels in Sunder- 
land. Since coming here, I have been more 
fiercely attacked by Satan than ever before. But 
I see th* goodness of my heavenly Father in per- 
mitting seasons of temptation and depression. 
They are what Lady Maxwell calls € stripping 
times/ They excite earnest desire, and pre- 
pare for the repeption of greater blessings. They 
give us to feel the necessity of living by simple 
faith. And an important lesson this is. Indeed, 
the whole art of the Christian's life consists in 
lying each moment humbly at the foot of the 
Cross, and looking up each moment to Christ, by 
faith. Then is the heart open to receive blessings, 
and the water of life is freely poured forth from the 

fountain of God's fulness The Societies at 

Portsea and Gosport are alive to God. At Gos- 
port, a few Sundays since, we had a Prayer-meeting 
that put me in remembrance of former times at St. 

Austle I am never out of my study, except it 

be to visit the sick, to preach, or sometimes to take 
tea with one of the friends, and then I am careful 
where it is. Nearly all the difficulties in which 
young Preachers involve themselves arise from 

their own imprudence Can you meet me at the 

throne of grace at eleven o'clock in the forenoon, 
that at one time we may be engaged in suppli- 
cating our common Father? May God be with 
you, keep you from evil, bless you with all 
spiritual blessing, and make your heart His 
temple !" 
About this time, Mr. Job wrote as follows to 
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a friend who was placed in circumstances of 
peculiar trial, and whose adviser he had often 
been:— 

" You need to unite the wisdom of the serpent 
with the harmlessness of the dove. Pray for these. 
Walk circumspectly. Be a peace-maker. Display 
a holy example. Let your character appear sur- 
rounded with the light of purity. Now i* the time 
to do this. We are to be lights in a dark place. 
In such circumstances the Christian appears to 
peculiar advantage. The stars shine brightest at 
night; and the Christian's character beams with 
the mildest, sweetest lustre, when contrasted 
with the opposite character and practices of those 
around him. Holy example has a powerful influ- 
ence. Unseen, unheard, it produces impressions 
that we cannot perceive. Your consistent conduct 
may benefit those with whom you live. In order to 
this, pray much. Allow not the bustle of business 
to detain you from your accustomed retirement. 
If we would shine with the light of holiness, we 
must get that light from God." 

After a year's residence in the Portsmouth Cir- 
cuit, Mr. Job was appointed by the Conference of 
1837 to the Isle of Wight, with the Rev. Messrs. 
Robert Bentham and Joseph Walker as his col- 
leagues. He resided at Ryde. Here he had to 
appear more frequently before the same congrega- 
tions than he had in his former sphere of labour ; 
and he saw the necessity of still closer pulpit pre- 
paration. He met this difficulty with, ckracfoL 
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resolution, and after a while felt persuaded that he 
was improving in such ministerial qualifications as 
•re the result of study. Mr. Job's letters tell of 
comfortable lodgings and kind friends; of the 
grateful acceptance of his ministrations by the 
people of his charge ; of personal profit derived 
from a weekly Class-meeting conducted by him- 
self; and of some tokens for good, — his word con- 
firmed by ^signs following. In the freest outpour- 
ings of his heart there is no utterance of which the 
mature Christian need feel ashamed; not one of 
complaint, nor of vain-glory, nor of undue crea- 
turely attachment, nor of impatience with any 
providential delay. Self is laid low. His soul 
follows hard after God, satisfied with nothing 
else, longing to know and to do all His will, and 
yearning over dying men with a Christ-like 
compassion. 

From one of Mr. Job's letters of this period I 
quote at some length, as it gives a fair view of his 
general state of feeling while in this Circuit. 

" Ryde, March 12th, 1838. 
"I would commence my letter by offering up 
sincere thanks to the Father of mercies for all the 
blessings which He has bestowed and which He is 
continually bestowing. He does indeed crown me 
with loving-kindness and tender mercies. He gives 
me everything needful for this life, so that I need 
not indulge an anxious thought. He has called 
me to an employment at once the most holy, 
honourable, and delightful. He has favoured me 
with that retirement and those studies in which I 
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am happy. I have health. The country, now the 
weather is fine, is lovely ; and my long walks are 
very pleasant. I take my book with me, so that 
I unite pleasure and improvement. In my work 
among the people I am comfortable, with the 
exception of now and then a trying circumstance 
or two, — nothing compared with the abundance of 
my mercies. But all these things would afford no 
comfort, were it not for the smile and love of God. 
I have these also ; and I hope that during the last 
month there has been some improvement. I have 
learned more of God, and gained a closer resem- 
blance to His character. My Heavenly Father has 
permitted me to have nearer access to Himself, 
and the light of His countenance has shone forth 
clearly. In the Circuit we have peace. There are 
a few added to the Lord. The members, I trust, 
are growing in grace. We are now engaged in 
visiting the Classes. In this work I intend to pay 
particular attention to the experience of the mem- 
bers. There is pretty generally an expectation of 
a shower of Divine influence. I ought to keep 
more simply and fully in view the end of my 
ministrations. I need more faith and love, that I 
may fulfil the ministry that I have received of the 
Lord Jesus. You will pray fervently for me that 
I may have an increase of these. I thank you for 
your faithful and affectionate exhortation to dili- 
gence and fidelity. I have lately been reading 
Fletcher's ' Portrait of St. Paul/ and endeavouring 
to apply it to myself as I have gone on. Its ten- 
dency has been to humble and to stimulate." 
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Mr. Job left the Isle of Wight at the end of the 
year, by his own choice, not by the wish of the 
people. At the March Quarterly-meeting he was 
affectionately invited to remain; but he acted on a 
previously formed resolve. He was wont to take 
counsel of " the old men." During his residence at 
Portsmouth, the Rev. J. Edmondson had been his 
kind adviser. This venerable Minister, looking at 
what his young friend was, and at what he was 
likely to become, strongly recommended him to 
change his Circuits every year during the first four 
years of his ministry : thus allowing more time for 
acquiring knowledge, by sparing himself the cease- 
less toil of making new sermons. Mr. Job was 
not a hasty man. He always thought much and 
prayed much before fixing his choice ; but, having 
once resolved, he was seldom known to retrace his 
steps. Not that he clung with wilful tenacity to 
his own opinion, just because it was his own. On 
the contrary, he was open to conviction ; and, on 
good reason shown, would confess that he had 
been mistaken, even to a child. The arguments 
of his friends in the Isle of Wight, however, failed 
to convince his judgment ; and in the autumn of 
1838 we find him labouring as third Preacher at 
Helstone in Cornwall. Mr. Job speaks of this 
Circuit as affording scope for energetic activity. 
He regrets that the claims of many and distant 
places hinder him from visiting, as much as he 
could wish, among the sick and the poor members of 
Christ's flock. Yet one of his colleagues, the Rev. 
John Gay Wilson, says, " I felt it good to be with 
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him in the chambers of the sick, and could not 
but be struck with his fidelity and holy fervour." 
Mr. Wilson adds, that he regarded his colleague 
as a deeply pious young man, a diligent student, a 
faithful and affectionate Pastor. Between these 
two Ministers a close friendship subsisted; they 
were helpers of each other's faith and joy, mutual 
assistants in study, and zealous co-Pastors. Mr. 
Job's labours in this Circuit were appreciated by 
the people, and owned of God to the conversion 
of many souls. Several places were favoured by 
refreshing showers of Divine grace; the fir-tree 
and the myrtle-tree came up instead of the thorn 
and the brier ; and plants, long ago planted in the 
Church's garden, but dwarfish till now, began to 
grow apace. Of the' progress of this gracious 
revival, Mr. JoVs letters give a plain, unvar- 
nished account. 

" Helstone, March 5th, 1839. 
"God is in this place working in a very gra- 
cious manner. For some time we have seen indi- 
cations of good. Prayer-meetings have been better 
attended, and several have joined the Society. But 
on Friday evening, at the Prayer-meeting, several 
were deeply concerned. Since then we have had 
similar meetings every morning at five o'clock, 
and each evening. Many have found peace ; and 
several of these last evening. The meetings have 
not been held late ; nor has there been disorder, 
nor much noise : but the feeling is deep and gene- 
ral. I hope we shall keep them thus orderly. In 
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the Circuit there is, in several places, a gracious 
work going forward. This affords cause for much 
gratitude." 

A day or two after, he adds : — 

" This work of God has been a blessing to my 
soul. Much wisdom and much grace are neces- 
sary. Mighty faith is needful to enable me to 
bear up others before God. Last night several 
were deeply concerned. Two or three found par- 
don. This morning two at our Prayer-meeting 
were the most truly in earnest I ever saw. They 
made no noise, but their whole souls were engaged 
with God. They were on their knees nearly an 
hour and three-quarters. One found peace: the 
other was comforted." 

"June 17th. — The state of our Circuit affords 
cause for gratitude ; and indeed I do feel sincerely 
grateful that while we have around us those who, 
we have reason to suppose, would wish and do us 
evil, we have been blessed with peace and pros- 
perity. Here our congregation and our Society 
have increased. There is among our people a fer- 
vent panting after holiness. Through the Circuit 
I hope we shall have about two hundred on trial. 
In my own soul I can say that God is prospering 
His work. I am not at all so holy and so useful 
as I should be ; but I am more so than I was. I 
have an increase of desire, faith, love,- devoted- 
ness; and I am favoured with sweet communion 
with God. I have not had so many instances of 
individual usefulness as I wish; but I cannot, 
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without unbelief, say that I have prayed and 
laboured in vain. I hope that you are earnestly 
following after holiness. Allow me to urge this. 
Let there be intensity of desire and eagerness of 
pursuit, and you will not remain long without it. 
The act of pursuit you will feel to be a blessing, 
while the actual possession will make you happy, 
and prepare you for everything." 

As the Annual Conference drew near, Mr. Job, 
for the first time, had doubts as to the propriety 
of removing; but they were soon dismissed. 






Helstone, July 16/A, 1839. 
At the last Quarterly-meeting, we had two 
hundred and forty-eight on trial, and eighty-five 
members added. Respecting my removal from 
this place I have sometimes felt undecided, and 
somewhat perplexed. But the cloud which goes 
before God's people now clearly indicates a de- 
parture. My future movements I can calmly 
commit to the Divine guidance." 

By Conference appointment, Mr. Job's next 
remove was to Bodmin, as second Preacher ; the 
Rev. Thomas Bersey being his Superintendent. 
Here he was in the neighbourhood of his friends, 
and his letters were, of course, fewer in number. 
Still they are enough to allow us to trace him, 
step by step, as he follows providential leading, 
dying daily to self, and living unto God. 
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" Bodmin, September 7 th, 1839. 
" Our removes are a painful part of our system. 
Old attachments are severed, and new ones have 
to be formed ; and this I cannot do easily. But 
depressions do me good. I feel that I need some- 
thing always to lay me low, and to keep me there. 

They try faith, and, by trying, strengthen I 

arrived here on Friday, and preached on Sunday. 

My lodgings are very comfortable. Mrs. 

Vercoe is like a mother " 

" December 12th. — I am not entirely useless; 
but I do so little. I have evidence that God's 
people are blessed, stimulated, and edified; but I 
have not the same evidence that sinners are 
awakened and converted. This very frequently 
gives me pain. But if I live near to God, He will 

be with me, and use me in His own way In 

our Circuit things are encouraging. In Lost- 
withiel upwards of sixty have joined ; and here we 
are ardently expecting a blessing.' 
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On the 21st of June, 1840, Mr. Job received 
the following letter. 

" 77, Hatton Garden, London, 
"June 19th, 1840. 
"Dear Brother, — I write to remind you 
that you have a place on our list as a candidate 
for employment in the Foreign and Missionary 
departments of the work. On this subject we 
wish to converse with you when we see you at the 
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approaching Conference. But we shall be happy 
to hear from you previously, and at your early 
convenience, if you have any communication to 
make to us before that time. I am, for colleagues 
and self, 

" Yours affectionately, 

" Elijah Hoole." 

Having heard nothing on this subject for three 
years, Mr. Job had laid his plans for the future in 
reference to the Home work, and this letter came 
upon him startlingly. But his faith was not now 
fitful, or faltering; it had become the habit of his 
renewed nature ; and no call to submission or to 
action found him unprepared. That there was 
some resistance of the flesh to be mastered by the 
willing spirit, the following letter shows ; — a letter 
written to her whose right it was to be consulted 
on a subject involving her future interests as well 
as his own. 

" Bodmin, June 22nd, 1840. 

" My dearest Sarah, — I feel this morning as if 
my heart would carry me to St. Austle. I am 
very languid, and scarcely fit for any thing but to 
write to you. Yesterday, I received a letter from 
the Mission House, which I enclose. This gives 
a new and very important turn to our affairs. 
For myself, I can adopt the beautiful language of 
Thomson : — 

' Should [God] command me to the farthest verge 
Of the green earth, to distant barbarous climes, 
Rivers unknown to song ; where first the sun 

F 
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Gilds Indian mountains, or his setting beam 

flames on th' Atlantic isles ; 't is nought to me ; 

Since God is ever present, ever felt, 

In the void waste, as in the city full ; 

And where He vital breathes, there most be joy.' 

" I regard this as a new call to a fresh act of self- 
renunciation. I desire to be what and where God 
would have me be. But still in this giving myself 
up to God there will be some — perhaps much — 
sacrifice of feeling. I fear the opposition which 
your friends may naturally make ; I fear lest we 
should be appointed to a station unfavourable to 
your health. Beyond this I have no fears, except 
as regards my own fitness for the Missionary 
work. That which encourages me is the assurance 
that I shall have the Divine Presence, and, after 
this, the hope that I shall have yours. Yesterday 
was a very profitable day, but most fatiguing. I 
went to bed so stiff and sore that I could not sleep 
for three hours. Various thoughts, too, agitated 

my mind; some dreadful ideas would enter 

The next few weeks are fraught with important 
results. We have peculiar need to pray for 
Divine direction. Make it a subject of special 
prayer. Let us give up ourselves to God, get 
more closely united to Him, and we shall be 
prepared for everything.' 
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The answer to this letter silenced Mr. Job's 
fears; and he awaited the decision of the next 
Conference, ready for either the Home or the 
Foreign work. By that decision, it became his 
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duty to preach Christ in England : but surely He 
who said to David, "It is well that it was in thy 
heart," accepted His servant's intended devotion 
of himself to a world-wide service, and failed not 
to give " sweet returns of comfort," for the obe- 
dience that would have been gladly rendered, even 
* " at the cost of sacrifice." 

The Conference of 1840 was remarkable to Mr. 
Job as the period of his full reception into the 
Christian ministry. The past four years had been 
marked by many proofs that he possessed the 
requisite qualifications. God had richly endued 
him with heavenly grace; had bestowed such gifts 
of thought and utterance as made him an able and 
acceptable Minister of the New Testament ; and 
had given him " whereof to glory through Jesus 
Christ in those things which pertain to God," 
making many to whom he had preached, " obe- 
dient by word and deed, by the power of the 
Spirit of God." 

Mr, Job was received into full connexion at 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne; the Rev. Robert Newton 
being President of the Conference, and the Rev. 
John Hannah, Secretary. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

HOME LIFE. 
THE CLOSET. THE STUDY. 

" Lord, what a change within ns one short hour 
Spent in Thy presence will prevail to make ; 
"What heavy burdens from our bosoms take ; 
What parched grounds refresh as with a shower ! 
We kneel, and all around us seems to lower ; 
We rise, and all, the distant and the near, 
Stands forth, in sunny outline, brave and clear. 
We kneel ; how weak ! We rise ; how full of power I 
Why therefore should we do ourselves this wrong, 
Or others, that we are not always strong ; 
That we are ever overborne with care, 
That we should ever weak or heartless be, 
Anxious or troubled, when with us is prayer, 
And joy, and strength, and courage are with Thee ? " 

R. C. Trench. 

On the 24th of August, 1840, Mr. Job married 
the eldest daughter of Mr. Lovering, with whom 
he had served his apprenticeship, at St. Austle. 
He might have said of her, as John Wesley said 
of Grace Murray, in that touching poem which 
has made lastingly memorable her attractions, and 
his loss and grief: — 

" By heaven intrusted to my care, 
The daughter of my faith and prayer." 

For her soul he had wept, and pleaded, and striven 
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with a conquering faith, winning her as a disciple 
for Christ, and that not without much painstaking, 
before he sought her for his own life-long com- 
panion. No wonder that this peculiar mingling 
of the heavenly with the earthly, in the spring-tide 
of their mutual affection, should tinge its onward 
flow. It added to his sense of responsibility; it 
gave to her tenderness somewhat of a reverent 
grace. He was to her the living pattern of all 
ideal excellence; and to copy his example, while 
she ministered to his comfort, was the aim and 
joy of her life. More than fifteen years of almost 
perfect satisfaction were theirs, and then the sever- 
ing stroke fell. Yet even now the survivor, sitting 
amid the chill ruins of her earthly happiness, and 
recalling what has been, can say, — 

" I hold it true, whate'er befall ; 
I feel it when I sorrow most ; 
'T is better to have loved and lost, 
Than never to have loved at all." 

And more; she joins one who well knew how God 
can fill the yearning heart of a true mourner with 
His holy comfort, in singing, — 

" Awhile in flesh disjoined, 

Our Mends that went before, 
We soon in Paradise shall find, 

And meet to part no more. 

In yon thrice happy seat, 

Waiting for us they are ; 
And thou shalt there a parent meet, 

And I a husband there ! " 

Mrs. Job, anxious that her husband, being dead, 
should yet speak, has furnished the materials of 
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which, mainly, this chapter consists. Her re- 
membrance of his usual morning inquiry is yet 
fresh : " How can you and I this day most benefit 
our own souls, and the souls of others, and so bring 
most glory to God?" She trusts that his holy 
example will be " good to the use of edifying." 

All Christians are praying men; all eminent 
Christians are men of much prayer. Mr. Job 
made this duty very prominent in his sermons; 
his hearers could not fail to remark how often and 
how strongly he urged it upon them. He would 
say, "Prayer must be a serious business; more 
than the hurried five minutes in the morning, and 
the drowsy five minutes at night. If this be the 
whole of the time the twenty-four hours can 
supply for prayer; if prayer be no more in quan- 
tity, and no better in quality, it will yield but 
little delight. Colonel Grardiner invariably got 
out of bed two hours before it was necessary to go 
into the business of the day, and, after dressing, 
spent all the remaining time in meditation and 
prayer. Holy communion with the Father, through 
the Son, by the Spirit, perfumes the soul with the 
odour of heaven. Prayer must be frequently re- 
peated, that the odour of spiritual delight may not 
evaporate before it be again renewed. No expen- 
diture of time yields such a large and immediate 
profit as the time spent in prayer. It were a 
wiser thing to say, 1 1 have no time to eat and 
drink/ than to say, ' I have no time to pray/ " 
Again, he closed a sermon on our Lord's trans- 
figuration with the following remarks : " These 
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facts teach us that Christ was a man of prayer ; 
that He used effort to secure time and place to 
pray; that when He could not find time in the 
day, He found it in the night; that when He 
could not take time from work, He took it from 
sleep; that when He could find no place for 
retirement in the house, He found it on the 
mountain-top. They teach us that He spent large 
portions of time in prayer. e Every one that is 
perfect is as his Master/ When a man says, ( I 
have no time to pray/ it always means, ' I have no 
heart to pray/ Special occasions in the life of Christ 
were preceded by special prayer : — the choice of 
His apostles ; His own transfiguration; His death. 
In the Christian's life there are special occasions, 
calling for special prayer, and followed by a special 
Uessing. You are seeking the blessing which will 
change your state from that of a condemned to 
that of a pardoned sinner; or the blessing which 
will destroy sin and fill your heart with love; or 
you are entering on a new relation of life. All 
these call for special prayer, more lengthened, 
more pleading, more believing than ordinary. All 
large outpourings of the Spirit have been pre- 
ceded by special prayer somewhere." 

What Mr. Job preached, he practised. Perhaps, 
had the pleading and prevailing Christians of our 
own day been arranged, like David's worthies, in a 
table of degrees, it would hardly have been said 
of him, " Howbeit he attained not unto the first 
three." It was his habit, for many years, to retire 
into his closet five times a day, for the purpose of 
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pouring out his soul before God. Not that he 
slavishly bound himself to pray so many times, 
and was troubled in conscience if prevented from 
keeping the custom. Hindrances would some- 
times occur, on busy days : these were patiently 
borne for Christ's sake, never welcomed as excuses 
from too grievous a yoke. His freed spirit loved 
his closet; there he often wrestled in mighty 
prayer ; and there he often rejoiced in new mani- 
festations of God's nature and purposes. Every 
Friday, from the week of his marriage to the 
beginning of his last illness, (and doubtless the 
practice had an earlier date,) was kept by him as a 
season of self-examination, fasting, and special 
prayer. The fasting was, for many years, entire : 
but his health showing signs of weakness, he con- 
sented to take a little gruel, or other light food, in 
the course of the day. It is to be feared, that for 
a man of his delicacy of constitution, engaged, too, 
in the strength-taxing work of the Methodist 
Ministry, such abstinence was more than a pru- 
dent regard to his health justified. But whatever 
may be our opinion on this point, and whatever 
may be our views of fasting in general, — whether, 
with most churches, we look upon it as an ordi- 
nance still binding upon Christ's followers; or 
whether, with some others, we consider that 
Christ's own assurance, "Lo, I am with you 
alway," exempts His bride from the weeping that 
befits the Bridegroom's absence, — we cannot but 
admire, in Mr. Job's case, the conscientious and 
loving obedience that would grudge no particle of 
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what he regarded as the Lord's due ; the earnestness 
of spiritual desire that would lose no blessing to be 
obtained by a diligent use of every means of grace. 
But besides these stated seasons of private 
prayer, and the morning and evening family devo- 
tions, Mr. Job was accustomed to resort to his 
closet, on special occasions, for the purpose of pro- 
longed intercession. In any crisis of the Church's 
affairs, particularly if the interests of his own 
Circuit, or of Methodism, were involved, he would 
agonize in prayer, giving no rest to his soul, day 
or night. In one of his Circuits much difficulty 
arose from the proselyting efforts of certain Clergy- 
men, who were set on exterminating Methodism, 
and gathering into the one true church, as they 
fondly deemed the Church of England to be, all 
who had, up to that time, worshipped God in the 
Wesleyan chapel. No pains were spared, coaxing 
and bribery being resorted to, as well as denun- 
ciations. Mr. Job's heart trembled for the conse- 
quences to those whose weak faith might not be 
proof against the temptation of worldly gain. 
Feeling his own insufficiency and seeking God's 
strength, he spent day after day in importunate 
pleading, " with strong crying and tears/' till he 
knew that he had prevailed. Tjien, with a calm 
front, he met the opposers, challenged them to 
argue the point at issue, carried the people with 
him in conviction and feeling, and preserved from 
harm the flock over which the Holy Ghost had 
made him overseer. Again, during the memorable 
Conference of 1849, when the future prosperity of 
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oar Societies stood in jeopardy, Mr. Job spent a 
wnole week in almost ceaseless prayer, sparing 
not the frail flesh, while he sought for clearer light 
on his own path, and the right leading of the 
Spirit of troth for his beloved brethren. His 
watchful companion often feared lest the intense 
earnestness of his soul should prove too much for 
hi. physical strength. 

It will be readily imagined that this man of 
prayer found many occasions for its special exer- 
cise in daily life. Often, persons calling on busi- 
ness, or for friendship's sake, were invited into his 
study : there he would talk to them kindly and 
pointedly on the great end of life, and then invite 
them to join with him in pleading for a blessing. 
Many times, as great distress of soul has been 
induced, Mr. Job has called his wife away from 
her domestic duties, that her faith might assist 
theirs. She says, " These have been very precious 
seasons ; my beloved husband agonizing in prayer 
for the deliverance of burdened souls, and God 
being eminently present to bless." United in 
heart as Mr. and Mrs. Job ever were, a difference 
of opinion on some minor matter would sometimes 
occur, and that too where it was desirable for both 
to see alike. It always gave him pain to give pain 
to another, especially to her whose every wish he 
was in the habit of meeting, or anticipating : but 
with him right must take its own place; and 
where he believed principle to be involved, he was 
steady and faithful. He would take his trouble to 
the throne of grace, and ask his wife to go with 
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him, sure of relief there, — where many a stiff will 
has been made pliant ; many a ruffled heart, calm 5 
many a distressed conscience, happy. 

Mr. Job took a lively and affectionate interest 
in the young people of his congregations. He was 
ever on the watch for signs of spiritual life among 
them ; and as soon as his quick eye discerned such 
signs, he would invite them to his house, either 
singly, or several together. Tea was followed by 
religious conversation and prayer. Scarcely a 
week passed, when his health was good, and he was 
in ftdl Circuit work, without such an invitation 
being given and accepted. The young loved him 
heartily, and to many of these he was the Minister 
of God for good. Sometimes he would invite the 
Local Preachers of the town in which he resided, 
sometimes the Class-leaders, to spend an evening 
with him ; the hour of refreshment being followed 
by hallowed and improving converse, mixed with 
prayer and thanksgiving. 

How Mr. Job's part in such meetings was fill- 
filled, I can readily imagine, as, dnring the brief 
period that the Society at Arthington was favoured 
with his ministry, it was my happiness to associate 
with him twice under somewhat similar circum- 
stances. The Leader of the large Class in which I 
met, invited all his members to take tea with him, 
asking Mr. and Mrs. Job to join the party. They 
were pleasant evenings. The female members, 
with a few of the less occupied men, came early, 
and a cheerful company gathered round the long 
table in the ample, stone-floored "house," as the 
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principal apartment of a Yorkshire farmer's dwel- 
ling is called. While tea proceeded, the good-wife 
busy making backstone cakes, and placing them, 
hot and buttered, in quick succession upon the 
table, Mr. Job, "nor grave with sternness, nor 
With lightness free," was speaking on general sub- 
jects to his host, or putting in an appropriate and 
kind question to each of the assembled guests. 
Tea over, and the table " sided," the farming men, 
who, arriving late, had taken hasty refreshment in 
the adjoining kitchen, came in, and filled up empty 
spaces, while Mr. Job was made to occupy the 
large arm-chair by the side of such a fire as, surely, 
only Yorkshire can boast. Then, hymn-book in hand, 
he asked, " How shall we make this evening pro- 
fitable ? " After suggesting the plan to be followed, 
he gave out a few verses, and all joined in hearty 
singing. He prayed himself, and was followed in 
prayer by some of the more advanced Christians 
present. Then he gave a short, lively address, 
embracing hints for self-examination, and lessons 
for daily practice. It was clear that he had not 
left this part of the evening's exercise to the im- 
pulse of the moment. There was. nothing desultory 
in thought; nothing redundant in expression. It 
vas an exhortation so planned and worded, that to 
remember it was easy. After this, he called on 
some of the brethren to speak; what they said 
being, for the most part, a simple statement of re- 
ligious experience. Hymns were interspersed, and 
the evening did not close without an inquiry from 
Mr. Job whether we could do anything more than 
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we had yet done towards the conversion of our 
immediate neighbours. The revival of cottage 
Prayer-meetings was the result of the first of 
these meetings. Both left a savour of good. We 
parted with warmer Christian charity, and with 
new pledges for holy living. Gracious oppor- 
tunities, for ever past, — yet still here in their 
remembrance and monitions ! 

Such meetings under Mr. Job's own roof must 
have been not only productive of immediate bene- 
fit, but also helpful in increasing his ministerial 
influence. Mrs. Job was her husband's willing 
associate on these occasions; her good tea, and 
tastefully arranged table, doing well their humble 
and preparatory work. At all times Mr. Job's home 
bore witness to the truth of his own frequent 
remark, "The lowest act is the more pleasantly 
done, and all the better done, when, done for God." 

" Who sweeps a room as for Thy laws 
Makes that and th' action fine." 

It was in the light of the closet that Mr. Job 
guided his personal and fanrily affairs. Once a 
year, in the month of September, he took a view 
of his income and expenditure, examined the 
claims on his resources, and apportioned to each 
its share. He had a righteous aversion to debt, 
and often said, " I would rather live on bread and 
"water than owe anything to any man/' Acting 
up to his conviction, he and his wife left no out- 
standing bill, but paid for everything as it was 
procured. His views on the duty of giving in pro- 
portion to income are embodied in a sermon, from 
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which the following passages are extracted : " God 
estimates givings not so much by the amount given 
as by the amount left. (Mark xii. 41.) Hence it 
follows, that one whose income is double that of 
another, should more than double his givings. 
With an increase of income there should not only 
be a higher amount given, but a higher propor- 
tion. It is a very low and reasonable rule, that 
with twofold increase there should be threefold 
giving. If a man with £50 per annum gives ,£3, 
having £100 he can give £9, and yet have his cir- 
cumstances much improved We would advise 

all to retire at least once a year : 1. Pray; 2. Ask, 
What is my income? 3. Ask, What would God 
have me to give? 4. Either lay aside a sum 
weekly, or dedicate a sum for the year, and keep 

a regular account how it is employed Should 

the poor give ? . Yes. The poor Macedonians gave 
liberally. If there is one in the world whom God 
hath not prospered, who has neither money nor 
goods at his own disposal, such a one is clearly 
exempt from this obligation. Children and pau- 
pers are, on this ground, exempt. If God /has 
prospered' but little, He requires but little. Much? 
He requires much ; a larger amount, and a higher 
proportion." 

Mr. Job gave freely and with simplicity; he 
was as far removed from the boasting as from the 
grudging giver. All our connexional interests 
were remembered by him ; and, according to his 
ability, he supported Christian Missions. The sick 
and the poor shared his sympathy ; and to relieve 
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them lie taxed to the utmost his limited income. 
Grieving that he could do so little to assist the dis- 
tressing cases that he often met with, he and his 
wife agreed to keep a poor-bag, and to put into it, 
week by week, what could be spared from neces- 
sary expenses. At the close of the year, the poor- 
bag was always found to be in debt ; and Mr. Job 
would say pleasantly, " We must make the poor- 
bag a bankrupt ; it will not do to carry debt into 
a new year." For several years he kept a horse, 
at his own expense, because he found his strength 
unequal to energetic preaching after long walks. 
He would rather deny himself of a few temporal 
comforts, than deprive his people of the best he 
had to give of spiritual refreshment. He used to 
say that, after a nice ride, he felt himself just fit 
for his duties ; and, arriving at a village early, he 
could visit the members, or go from house to 
house, inviting strangers to come to chapel. Mr. 
Job was in the habit of buying, as well as begging, 
tracts for distribution. He would introduce him- 
self to wayfarers, as he traversed country roads, by 
presenting a tract, and so open a conversation on 
the soul and its destiny; and scarcely a beggar 
called at his door without being detained to hear a 
kind, good word, and to receive a few tracts. 

It was in the light of the closet, too, that Mr. 
Job did the work of his study. On this subject 
his intimate friend, the Rev. E. Lightwood, says, 
"As a Christian student he was diligent. He de- 
voted much attention to the critical study of the 
sacred Scriptures in the original languages. It 
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was with him a sacred principle, and withal a cor- 
rect principle, so to shape all his studies as to 
make them tributary to the work of a Christian 
Minister, to enable him to € feed the flock of God ■ 
with c wisdom and knowledge/ This regulated all 
his reading and thought, and his entire mental 
habits. His inquiry was not merely, ' How far will 
the pursuit of such and such knowledge afford me 
personal pleasure in the gratification of a particu- 
lar taste V but, ' How far will it help me to bring 
" out of the treasury things new and old," and thus 
make full proof of my ministry? ' His love of lite- 
rature, especially sacred literature, led him care- 
fully to redeem the time. But for a tenderly con- 
scientious spirit, which would not allow him to 
omit or slight other duties, he would have given 
a much larger share of time to the pleasant and 
congenial occupations of the study. But he re- 
membered that his was also the work of a Chris- 
tian Pastor." 

An entry or two from Mr. Job's early journal 
will show, that as a boy he addicted himself to 
graver reading than that in which children com- 
monly delight. 

"Oct. 4th, 1829. — Began to learn Geometry. 
In the evening, reading ' Paradise Lost/ 

"Dec. 7th, 1830.— Began to read Wesley's 
Logic. Copied the following remarks from En- 
field's Essay on reading Works of Taste." 

Two years after, he notes that he had begun to 
learn French. In July, 1839, shortly after his 
entrance on the ministry, he says, "I am study- 
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ing the evidences of Christianity, and am thankful 
for the firm foundation on which Divine truth 
xeposes." 

About the same time, we find the first notice 
of his beginning to learn Greek. This was soon 
followed by Hebrew. It was under somewhat 
novel and interesting circumstances that Mr. Job 
entered on the study of the Hebrew language. 
During the fifth year of his ministry, he met, at 
the house of a friend, a gentleman who took a 
lively interest in his conversation, and was struck 
with his mental capabilities and aspirations. A 
good Hebraist himself, he offered to give lessons 
to Mr. Job, and urged him to begin at once, say- 
ing, " I will send my carriage for you to-morrow ; 
you must dine with me, and take your first lesson." 
Mr. Job demurred, on the ground of other work 
to be done : however, the carriage came, and he 
went. His new friend introduced him to his 
family, gave him his first insight into his own 
favourite study, and said at parting, " Come as 
often as you can. You shall have a dinner, a 
bottle of wine, and my carriage, on leaving, to 
take you wherever you may wish to go." To a 
man of Mr. JoVs habitual moderation, — abstemi- 
ousness one might say, — such a bribe to learning 
was not the most appropriate ; but he appreciated 
his friend's instructions, as well as his kindness, 
and availed himself of them occasionally. The 
distance of eight or nine miles between their re- 
spective residences prevented Mr. Job's visits from 
being frequent. The tutor was delighted with the 
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progress of his pupil, who, in his turn, was greatly 
amused by the assurance that he would certainly 
be " the second Hebrew scholar in England." A 
few years after this Mr. Job met with a clever and 
interesting young man, a converted Jew, with 
whom he read Hebrew occasionally. This young 
man expressed a high opinion of his attainments 
in the language. 

Under date "Feb. 5th, 1842/' Mr. Job writes, 
" I have proposed to myself the following scheme 
of study. Languages : Perfect myself in Hebrew, 
Greek, French. I have thought of studying 
Latin ; but conclude that the end I have in view 
can be almost as well accomplished through trans- 
lations. The time and effort that would be re- 
quired in acquiring this key to knowledge, may 
be better employed in collecting knowledge 
itself. 

" Divinity : Careful study of the Old and 
New Testaments in the original languages. Doc- 
trinal and practical divinity in its different 
branches. 

" Literature : English prose writers and poets. 
Latin classics through translations. Greek in 
original and translations. French. 

"Modern History, including biography, man- 
ners and customs, travels, &c. 

" Natural Philosophy in all its various branches." 

A postscript occurs : " I have since begun to 
study Latin, and find that my little acquaintance 
with Greek, French, and English, gives me an easy 
introduction to it." 
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In his own orderly way, he also wrote " Rules 
far the Study of the Hebrew and Greek Scrip- 
tures/' headed by the words, " His delight is in 
the law of the Lord," in Hebrew, and, " Search 
the Scriptures," in Greek. 

"1. Ascertain precisely the meaning of each 
word. 

" 2. Meditate on each verse for information and 
impression. 

" 3. Examine all important various readings. 
If any difficulty occur, 
1. Discover precisely where it is. 

"2. Endeavour to remove it. If in, (1.) Mean- 
ing of a word, consult lexicon ; observe derivation, 
context, usage, versions, commentators ; (2.) Trans- 
lation of a clause, examine each word, context, 
parallel clause, versions ; (3.) Meaning of passage, 
review each word; consult context, parallels; 
other aid, as history, customs, commentators. 

"Ask for Divine light before beginning to 
read. 

"Review what has been read, at the close of 
each reading. 

€< Before beginning a book read its analysis in 
Home." 

At the beginning of each year Mr. Job laid 
down a plan for the general occupation of his time 
during its course ; and, at its close, he was in the 
habit of filling up a table, which gave a view of 
the Circuit work he had done, including the num- 
ber of sermons preached, and of pastoral visits 
paid. Specimens of these are subjoined, as inter- 

g 2 
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esting proofs of the constancy and minuteness of 
the watch he kept over himself as a worker in the 
Lord's vineyard. They are not chosen from the 
years of his fullest activity; bnt represent the 
amount of work contemplated and achieved, 
when he was a Supernumerary, in enfeebled 
health. 

"Plan, 1854-5. General Rule. 6. Rise. Prayer, 
walking, study, prayer. 1-2. Dinner, reading. 
2-5. Walking, visiting. 5-10. Tea, prayer, read- 
ing or writing. In the evening, meetings. If I 
have to preach from home, study sermon.* 

"I. Health. Walk after breakfast, and after- 
noon or evening. 

"II. Study. 1. Scriptures: Greek Testament, 
divisionally, quarter of an hour each day. He- 
brew, half an hour, when not preparing sermons; 
frequently, whole morning. 2. Divinity: Howe 
and Baxter. 3. Classics : Livy and Thucydides. 
4. History: Alison; also Greek and Latin. 5. 
Sermons: Enlarge present sketches; prepare ser- 
mons suitable to seasons and people. 6. Write 
for Missionary Series of Tracts. 

" III. Usefulness. 1. Family. Morning prayer, 
remark on Scriptures. 

" Arthington. — 1. Preach Sunday evening to 

* Some discrepancy may be noticed between Mr. Job's own 
arrangement for prayer, and the statement on page 71. It was his 
rule to pray three times a day, in private ; his habit, to secure a few 
minutes also, for the same purpose, after breakfast and before 
morning study; and after dinner, before going out to visit his 
people. 
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sinners ; Thursday to Church. 2. Visit one morn- 
ing or afternoon in the week. 3. Meet Leaders 
once in three weeks. 4. Prayer-meeting, or 
Society-meeting, after preaching. Mark when 
Society-meeting is to take place on new Plans. 
5. Thursday. Day for tea with our people. In- 
vite one or two at a time. 6. Bible Classes. 

" Bramhqpe. — 1. Preach every other week on 
Monday. 2. Visit members once in week. Fri- 
day, sick. 3. Tracts. 4. Children's meetings. 5. 
Leaders'-meetings. 

"Pool. — Preaching. Prepare for more calls. 
Leaders'-meeting once a month. 

" Otley. — Select, before Otley Sunday, sermons 
for next five weeks on Sunday. Adaptation to be 
guide in selecting. 

"IV. Piety. Morning: Pray for self, for the 
day; Circuit; the world. 12 J. Self, soul, body, 
mind, ministry, family, friends. 5. Pray for 
the evening. Fridays, 1-2. Self-examination and 
prayer. 

« V. Property. Give regular proportion of in- 
come ; one-tenth of . What I get from , 

&c., give to funds. 

"Next year, provision for full work. 

" Pray not to miss providential way, but wait 
opening of Providence. Pray against anxiety! 

" Subjects to write on. Fall of the year : ' We 
all do fade as a leaf/ Tract : ' Grey Hairs/ Fast- 
day sermon. Christian Miscellany, write for. j 
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Mr, Job lived by rule, and conducted all Circuit 
affairs according to plans marked out in the study. 
Among his papers are, "Minutiae for Addresses 
at Society-meetings," " Order of studying a Ser- 
mon/' " Rules for revising a Sermon ;" and when 
he became a Superintendent, "Rules for con- 
ducting Local Preachers' Meetings;" and even, 
" Rules for making a Plan/' 

One is disposed to marvel at the amount of in- 
formation that he found time to acquire in the 
study, during all the busy years that he was slight- 
ing no duty of a Methodist Minister's calling. 
Perhaps next to his thoroughly devotional spirit, 
his best aid was found in his habits of system, 
punctuality, and early rising. Mr. Job was as 
regular in retiring to rest at eleven o'clock, as his 
Circuit engagements would permit ; he rose at six 
on Sundays and week-days ; he was true as a clock 
to the hour of his appointment. His study was a 
pattern of neatness : no moments of precious time 
were lost in looking for a work of reference among 
scattered books, or for a missing sheet among 
mixed papers ; for he acted on the old maxim, " A 
place for everything, and everything in its place." 
Thus the fragments of time that disorderly people 
are for ever wasting, were, by him, turned to good 
account. He was " faithful in that which is least." 

The following letter, written by Mr. Job, to a 
young person, a maid-servant, in whose welfare he 
felt a kind interest, illustrates not only his faith- 
fulness in little things, but also other character- 
istic traits referred to in this chapter. 
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" When you went to your present situation, I 
spoke to you about a few things which we thought 
essential to your success in that or any other good 

place. We had noticed at Mrs. 's that you 

were defective in these things. We did not speak 
to you then, because you were not our servant, 

and because we thought that Mrs. sometimes 

found fault enough, and that if all found fault, 
your life would be unhappy. You are not our 
servant now : but we have, to some extent, made 
ourselves responsible for your fitness, and we are 
really interested in your success. We did not re- 
commend you as perfect : but we thought you had 
good sense, good temper, and, above all, conscience 
toward God. With these, and instruction, and 
three months in which to improve, we thought 

you would be fit for your situation Everything 

depends on our habits. We form our habits ; and 
then they rule us. Let me urge you to form the 
following habits : — 

" I. The habit of punctuality, or doing every 
thing in proper time. This greatly contributes to 
your own happiness, the good temper of the house- 
hold, and the general comfort of the family. If 
you are behind time, you throw another behind, 
and he, perhaps, a third, and no one knows where 
the disorder ends. Recollect, too, that it never 
takes more time or trouble to do a thing at a 
right time than a wrong time. The means to 
secure punctuality are, 1. Early rising. He who 
gets up late in the morning has to trot all day, 
and does not overtake his business at night. 2. 
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Arrangement in work. Two questions should be 
asked : c What have I to do ? When should each 
thing be done V These questions should be asked 
in the evening about the following day, and re- 
peated in the morning, that the arrangement may 
be as complete as possible. 3. Allowing for 
everything a little more time than is absolutely 
necessary, and thus providing for accidental 
interruption. 

" II. The habit of neatness, or doing everything 
well. Persons who are not neat, have the habit of 
slipping things. In a room, for instance, some 
things will be done; some, half done; others, 
untouched. The habit to be formed is a love to, 
and taste for, what is clean and neat in person 
and habitation. This is very different from a love 
of finery. Very smart people are seldom either 
clean or neat. A clean, neat person would be 
clean and neat in a wilderness, though seen by no 
one. In a new situation there may be new work 
of which a servant was previously ignorant ; and if 
a question is frankly asked, it will meet with a 
ready answer. Far better to confess ignorance, 
and get it removed, than to keep our ignorance 
because we are too proud to confess it. 

" III. The habit of order, or having everything 
in its place. Scores of times in visiting have I 
been struck with the difference between the ap- 
pearance of houses where this rule is observed, and 
that of others where it is not observed. In some 
houses there is almost always dirt and disorder: 
breakfast things are left unwashed till dinner- 
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time; dinner things till tea-time. If you enter 
the house, any hour of the day, or any day of the 
week, there is the same scene of dirt and con- 
fusion. In other houses, of persons in the same 
circumstances, there is generally neatness and 
order. The disorderly person leaves everything 
dirty and out of place as long as possible. Boots 
are left dirty till they must be worn ; a garment 
is left unmended till Saturday night, when it is 
wanted for Sunday. And yet, if things are to be 
cleaned, it takes no more time or trouble to clean 
them in good time, than after they have been 
lying for hours or days in dirt. The difference in 
the order and comfort of a house is, however, 
immense. 

" IV. Habits of economy. At Mrs. 's you 

were in little danger of forming a habit different 
from this ; and you were, and I hope you are now, 
strictly economical. But in different circum- 
stances there may be a danger of forming other 
habits. Here, conscience must do its office. 
Waste, under any circumstances, is sin. As God's 
stewards, we have no right to waste anything He 
has committed to our trust. To waste a thing 
because it belongs to another shows a want of 
generosity and faithfulness. It is to violate the 
Saviour's rule : s Whatsoever ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye even so to them/ None 
of us would like another to waste what we possess, 
however rich we might be. Habits of luxury and 
extravagance, though easily formed, are not easily 
broken. It would be well to ask, € How would this 
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habit suit a house where I should have to provide 
everything, pay everybody, and have a little left 
for sickness or want of work, from the income of 
a labourer, a mechanic, or a small tradesman?' 
Habits that we cannot afford to keep, we had 
better never form. 

" With the habits that I have named, you will 
fill with credit any situation : you will contribute 
much to the comfort of any family in which you 
may live. Should you ever have a house of your 
own, it will be the abode of order, neatness, and 
comfort. The contrary habits would produce dirt, 
disorder, and discomfort. Many a man has been 
driven to a public-house to avoid a comfortless 
home; and without good habits no servant is 
likely long to retain a good situation. 

" In addition to the hints already given, let me 
recommend you to read and study the following 
Scriptures : Eph. v. 5-8 ; Col. iv. 22 ; 1 Peter ii. 
18-25. 

" Especially find time each day for regular pri- 
vate prayer. If work is well arranged, time can 
be found for prayer; if work is in confusion, 
prayer is likely to find no time at all. Never 
think, ' I have no time to pray/ Prayer never 
hinders. The calmness and energy which prayer 
gives, help every proper work. 

" You will accept this as a proof that we feel 
really interested in your welfare/' 
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THE PULPIT. 

" We meet with few men in whose minds there is not enough of 
truth to awaken their conscience, and point them towards the 
Cross, were that truth only brought home to their hearts with 
power. Men fitted as instruments to use what the people 
believe and know, in order to bring them to a decision for God, 
are those whom the interests of our generation most loudly 
v call for. 

" Efforts on the part of every one to gain the best style of which his 
nature admits, — the tersest, strongest, clearest, briefest, — we 
equally recommend. Seeking, like Bunyan, for 'picked and 
packed words/ is the instinct of a teacher." — Rev. William 
Abthue. 

Mr. Job's ministry was eminently earnest, 
powerful, useful. He never preached a poor ser- 
mon; not one that did not leave an impression 
on the memory and the heart. It always seemed 
that he had said the right thing, in the right way. 
Yet he was not remarkable for those talents which 
men flock to admire ; not for copiousness and flu- 
ency of diction; not for sweeping and resistless 
oratory ; not for beautiful and minute word-paint- 
ing; not for a voice of strength and compass, 
modulated to suit the startling or the tender 
utterances of truth, which, with many, makes a 
ready way for the entrance of the truth itself. 
Neither was he specially endowed with those 
higher gifts which win the admiration of the 
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select few. His preaching was not distinguished 
by metaphysical subtilty, or logical skill, or cri- 
tical exactness, or analytic nicety. The understand- 
ing of his hearers was not carried upwards on 
the wings of his imagination into lofty regions 
of sublime conception. Nor did it often hap- 
pen that, while hearing him, some old enemy 
that had long haunted you, as a doubt, was 
brought to light and slain in face of the congre- 
gation, till you took shame to yourself for having 
given so unworthy a thing any harbour in your 
breast, and went home, freed from its power. It is 
possible that Mr. Job might have succeeded in more 
than one of the modes of attracting indicated 
above ; — some of his friends think that he might * 

* One of his early colleagues says, "It was evident that there 
were considerable powers; but his capabilities of great things re- 
mained in abeyance. Whether it was because circumstances never 
called them forth, — for position does much in these cases, — or whe- 
ther there was anything physical in this hiding of his mental power, 
it would be difficult to determine. To me, his powers seemed impri- 
soned, pent up; or, as if the pinions were powerful, but folded, so 
that there was not the grand sweep of wing, nor those lofty flights 
and long-sustained range, of which he seemed capable, and which all 
my knowledge of him would have led me to expect." Another 
Mend, also in the ministry, says, " Mr. Job sought not to be popu- 
lar, but to be useful ; and, from a fear of exhibiting himself, or his 
powers of mind, instead of Christ crucified, would so check the exu- 
berance of his imagination, as not to permit the intellectual faculties 
having that freedom and play which are necessary to a rich, easy, 
and flowing style." These opinions are given, lest in aught Mr. 
Job's gifts should suffer disparagement. To others, however, it 
appeared that his superior excellence did not arise so much from 
uncommon intellectual endowments, as from uncommon force of cha- 
racter ; from the diligence with which he cultivated ordinary talents ; 
and from the rare singleness of eye with which he employed them. 
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It is certain, however, that he never erred by 
attempting anything too high for him. He did 
. not lose himself in doubtful speculations, nor be- 
cloud his subject by useless imagery and a multi- 
tude of fine words. None caring for his success 
came away mortified by feeling that he had failed. 
And his was higher merit. It seemed that he had 
made a wise choice. There is a kind of preach- 
ing, very beautiful in its hints at truths already 
apprehended, in its allusions to facts already 
stored up in the memory, that suits only those in 
a congregation whose minds, prepared by cultiva- 
tion, are quick to perceive analogies, and to sup- 
ply ellipses of thought as well as of expression. 
They relish the required exercise of their faculties, 
and follow gladly as they are led on from old and 
well-worn paths of knowledge into higher, and ere 
now untraversed, regions of speculative thought. 
But to the mass of hearers such preaching is 
vain. Is it not really better, far better, when the 
Preacher takes his stand on the meeting-place that 
is common to all who hear him ? In those things 
that regard man's relations to God, the highest 
and the lowest intellects, the few men of educa- 
tion ^.nd the many untaught, are found on one 
level. God's law binds all to obedience; Christ's 
cross attracts all to salvation; and he preaches 
best who most forcibly asserts the claims of 
God's broken law; — who most winningly invites 
the consciously-condemned and impotent sinner 
to make proof of the efficacy of that atoning blood 
by which he may obtain a full pardon and a new 



THE PULPIT. 95 

power. Here Mr. Job was mighty. All the 
powers of a well-balanced mind he brought to bear 
on the conscience of his hearers. His strong sense, 
and his firm will, did good service. He opposed 
Christ's enemies in hand-to-hand combat, wasting 
no time in by-play, random shots, hit-or-miss 
strokes. His sermons were weighty and vigorous 
in thought; pithy, pointed, fresh, lively, and 
what the Puritan Divines would have called 
"savoury." His sentences were short, rail of 
meaning, conveying an idea in few and plain 
words. They were, therefore, easily remembered, 
and ready for use when occasion required. The 
Leader would repeat them to his Class ; the mem- 
ber would quote them as expressive of his own 
feelings, or wishes, in seasons of conflict. 

Mr. Job brought to his aid in the pulpit his 
stores of varied knowledge. He was chary in the 
use of anecdote, as of figure. When he did en- 
force a principle by a narration, there was no 
tedious circumlocution; you soon saw his drift, 
and learned his lesson. His illustrations "made 
clear." But he made much use of apt quotation, 
generally naming his author. Here he was very 
happy, adding emphasis to his own expressed 
opinion, and sometimes gaining an assent that 
had otherwise been withheld. 

Mr. Job's sermons, never dry or wearisome, 
usually occupied in delivery from half an hour to 
three-quarters. Often, as he ceased to speak, his 
hearers felt sorrow that the sermon was over. 
They had listened to him gladly, even while he 
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had reproved them of sin, and of shortcoming; 
and now they dreaded to leave the sanctuary and 
to pass out into the busy world, lest they should 
lose the gracious fears, and the blessed hopes, that 
his preaching had inspired. They would have 
willingly prolonged the wise and kind directions 
for close walking with God in secret, and holy 
living before men, with which he was wont to close 
his discourses. Going home, they were neither 
inclined to laud extravagantly, nor to subject his 
arrangements and illustrations to the test of a 
severe criticism. He had been dealing with their 
souls in the presence of their God; and their feel- 
ings were best relieved by silence while in man's 
company, — by earnest prayer when they had shut 
the closet door. And would not any Minister of 
Christ rejoice that his hearers left him to pray, 
rather than to wonder ? 

What has been said does not altogether account 
for the unfailing influence that attended Mr. Job's 
ministry. The believing hearer went with a certainty 
of spiritual supply, and that through the Preacher's 
word. He had no need to eke out scanty fare 
from the pulpit by betaking himself with dispro- 
portionate eagerness to the hymns sung, or to the 
familiar forms of extempore prayer. The word 
preached was with demonstration of the Spirit, and 
with power. A holy unction accompanied the 
message from God. Mr. Job spoke not only as 
one who was intent on doing his Master's work, 
but also as one whose Great Master did not leave 
him to do His work alone. When his sermon on 
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Religious Revival was preached at Arthington, the 
chapel became a place of weeping. Almost every 
eye was filled with tears ; — penitent tears ; happy 
tears ; tears shining in the light of Christian hope. 
To those who had the privilege of sitting under 
his ministry, it will not appear surprising that a 
worthy man once said, " It does me more good to 
see Mr. Job in the pulpit, than it does to hear 
some others preach." " When the ear heard, then 
it blessed him : when the eye saw, it gave witness 
unto him." A curious circumstance, bearing 
strong testimony to the interest with which his 
preaching was attended, is named by a young man 
who, in one of Mr. Job's Circuits, was his constant 
hearer and his warm friend. He says, " A preacher 
formerly travelling in our Circuit assigned as his 
reason for wishing to leave, that the people went 
to sleep under his sermons. With some among us 
it became a subject of serious inquiry, whether the 
excessive light in the chapel was not the cause. 
Be that as it might, Mr. Job's stirring appeals soon 
rendered a change unnecessary. The effect of his 
sermons would not only be witnessed during their 
delivery, but frequently, during the week, the sub- 
jects discussed on the Lord's day would form the 
uppermost topic of conversation in the social circle ; 
and, long after, mention would be made of them in 
the Class-meeting." 

A few remarks of Mr. Lightwood's will be in 
place while speaking of Mr. Job as a preacher. 
" His aim was usefulness. He preached ' Christ 
crucified/ And it was his delight to do so. Deeuly 
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conscious that a true conception of the mediatorial 
work of the Lord Jesus Christ is essentially neces- 
sary to human salvation, he sought to exhibit with 
all clearness and comprehensiveness ' the truth as 
it is in Jesus/ Especially did he love to dwell on 
the fulness of Christ as a Saviour from all sin. 
That great doctrine* of a true, scriptural, Meth- 
odistic theology, entire holiness, was a favourite 
subject of study, preaching, and conversation. 
Himself pressing forward to the mark of the prize 
of the high calling, he could all the more earnestly 
and powerfully exhort others to leave € the prin- 
ciples of the doctrine of Christ, and go on to per- 
fection/ His style of preaching was simple, clear, 
fervent, faithful. He ' reasoned out of the Scrip- 
tures^ and, especially in the maturity of the later 
period of his life, he manifested an enlarged 
acquaintance with the deep things of God. Of a 
sermon preached a few months before his death, 
^t was remarked by a person of much godly know- 
ledge and experience, ' It ought to be written in 
letters of gold/ Withal he was extremely jealous 
lest any improper motive should have any place 
in him. To glorify God, — to declare His whole 
counsel, — and to turn men ' from darkness to light, 
and from the power of Satan unto God : ' these 
were the purposes of his early ministry, and they 
gathered strength, as time advanced, until his 
earthly work was done." 

Mr. Job's growth in wisdom as well as in know- 
ledge is readily traced in his manuscript sermons. 
en in the greater scope and variety of his 
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later topics of discourse, as well as in the improve- 
ment of his old sermons. His early preaching was 
chiefly on Christian doctrine. The necessity and 
beauty of true holiness was his favourite theme, 
and he dwelt much on its nature and the way of 
its attainment. He loved to preach the same doc- 
trine in his maturer years: but he preached it 
more in its relation to Christian practice, — as men 
need it who have allotted to them one Sabbath, 
but six working days. It is a comparatively easy 
thing, when under spiritual influence, in the sanc- 
tuary or in the Class-room, to make high resolves, 
and to vow an entire self-surrender : it is a work 
of no small difficulty to glorify God in all our 
hours of earthly joy, or of earthly grief; in hard 
struggles with a host of foes ; in a constant repe- 
tition of the same unexciting, unpraised, weariful 
daily duty; — to glorify Him by accommodating 
ourselves to the fractious, perverse, or exacting 
moods of other people ; by wearing a cheerful face 
in the midst of painful and unexplained provi- 
dences ; and by doing good, as the Methodist Rules 
of Society say, when our " hearts are not free to 
do it." The sincere Christian often sighs for help 
under some such burden, — a burden that not even 
his nearest friend suspects him of carrying,-and 
goes to God's house longing to learn some suitable 
lesson, to catch some word of special comfort. Mr. 
Job's sermons were rich in consolation, and strong 
in stimulus, to those who felt the danger of be- 
coming " wearied and faint " in their " minds." He 
was in the habit of addressing particular classes of 
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people. Among his sermons are some with such 
titles as these: "To the Aged;" "To Young 
Men;" "The unconverted Professor;" "The 
Backslider's Prayer ; " "A Sermon to the Poor; " 
" Sanctified Trade." 

Though marked by much variety of topic, Mr. 
Job's discourses have great equality of merit; so 
that selection is not easy. It is hoped that the 
following extracts from his sermon on the "Ethi- 
opian Eunuch" may convey some idea of his 
wisdom in instructing. 

The reader will not forget the great difference 
there always is, in the case of a good Preacher, 
between a written and a spoken discourse ; 
between thoughts jotted down, as they arise, in 
the study, and the same thoughts, expanded and 
expressed, in the pulpit, as the Spirit gives 
utterance.* 



Acts viii. 39. [The first part of the ser- 
mon, a running commentary on the chapter, 
is omitted. The second part, practical lessons, 
is abridged.] 

This conversion illustrates, — 

I. Divine Providence : 

II. Divine Grace: 

III. Christian duty: 

IV. Genuine conversion. 

* The notes of another seAnon, too long for insertion here, are 
given at full length in Appendix I. They may be regarded as 
.affording a fair sample of Mr. Job's pulpit characteristics. 
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I. Divine Providence. 

1. God guides good men. By His providence; 
His word; our reason ; the Spirit to shine on the 
word and on our minds. God's providence here 
employed in bringing together two men exactly 
fitted for each other ; the teacher and the learner ; 
the anxious inquirer and the divinely prepared 
instructor. Two men not at all likely to have 
met. Philip dwelt in Palestine ; the Eunuch in a 
country to the south of Egypt. Such a provi- 
dence it was which sent Ananias to penitent Paul ; 
Peter to the Centurion; which directed Luther's 
anxious mind to an old Latin Bible, and provided 
an aged monk to explain to him the way of salva- 
tion. A similar providence threw Wesley among 
the Moravians. 

2. God never discloses all His purposes. When 
God sends any man anywhere, He always has 
something for him to do; but all is not at once 
explained. Philip — " Go " — Abraham. 

No man ever saw all the effects of any step 
in life he took. Nq man could bear to see all, 
whether pleasant or adverse. A lanthorn, on a 
dark night, shines just on your path ; a little in 
advance there is unpierced darkness. God's light is 
enough for present guidance, present duty. More 
is granted when more is wanted. You have enough 
light for guidance ; enough darkness to allow room 
for the exercise of trust. Philip is directed to go. 
When arrived, he receives further direction. 

II. Illustrates Divine Grace. 

1. Grace prepares Philip to do his duty. 
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2. Grace disposes the mind of the Eunuch to 
receive instruction. 

3. Grace makes use of man's instrumentality. 
4i. Grace uses and gives effect to the word. 

5. Grace guides the sincere. "If any man will 
do His will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether 
it be of God, or whether I speak of Myself." 
(John vii. 17.) And those on whom God sends 
" strong delusion, that they should believe a lie," 
are those " who receive not the love of the truth, 
that they may be saved." (2 Thess. ii. 10.) Want 
of love to the truth is followed by penal darkness. 
Willingness to do God's will is followed by 
increased light. 

[This subject is then argued in relation to the 
Heathen, and to men born in a Christian land.] 

The salvation of the soul is thus made more 
secure than any other interest. Sincerity cannot 
ward off disease; cannot drive back death. There 
are dangers which no sincerity can avoid or resist. 
Sincerity can always ward off the greatest peril, 
the loss of a soul : it can always secure the great- 
est blessing, a soul's salvation. God thus throws 
the strongest guard around a man's highest inter- 
ests The destruction of the soul is always 

self-destruction This Eunuch an example of 

sincerity. He went a long way to worship God. 
When men spend time, labour, money, in the 
worship of God, it is a considerable evidence of 
sincerity. He searched the Bible. Serious Bible 
reading good evidence of sincerity. He was 
anxious to be instructed Do we welcome and 
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follow truth? Are we ready to do God's will? 
Were all in this congregation in this state, every 
one would be soon converted. Men in such a 
state of mind would be infallibly guided to 
Christ; and if already possessed of the know- 
ledge of Christ, the passage would be short and 
easy. 

III. Illustrates Christian duty. 

Observe Philip's readiness. He "ran." "I 
shall run the way of Thy commandments, when 
Thou shalt enlarge my heart." "Gird up the 
loins of your mind." The phrase describes a 
readiness for duty: like a man equipped for a 
journey, staff in hand, ready to enter on it, and 
prosecute it with vigour. This is the state of 
mind of saints and blessed angels in heaven. The 
waiting spirit is a perpetual service. A pleasant 
state of mind; feeling of conscious vigour; soul 
strong in the Lord ; will right with God. In this 
state was Philip. Suppose he had conferred with 
flesh and blood, how many difficulties might have 
suggested themselves ! " Great man, horses, ser- 
vants, splendid retinue: myself, a poor man on 
foot. He a heathen, one who despises the God of 
Israel, still more likely to despise a crucified 
Saviour." Philip goes near, — the great man reads 
aloud ; nearer still, — they are the well-known words 
of his own Scriptures. Philip now sees the object 
of his journey. God has been preparing work 
ready for his hand. 

IV. Illustrates genuine conversion. 

1. Genuine conversion supposes anxious inquiry. 
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2. Arises from hearty reception of Christ. " All 
thy heart/' " I believe." 

3. Is connected with readiness to profess Christ. 
"What doth hinder?" Baptism, open profes- 
sion; "put on Christ," Renunciation of sin. 
" Buried with Him." " Newness of life." 

4. Makes soul happy. "Rejoicing." Found 
Christ, " Him of whom Moses in the law, and the 
Prophets, did write." 

A new Bible. Revelation the same in words, 
but new light on the meaning. Found salvation. 
" Whom having not seen we love." 

Seek as did this man, and you will find the 
same blessing. 

A word as to Mr. Job's prayers in public. 
They were always simple and earnest pleadings 
with God. He was wont to say, " A large portion 
of public prayer is not addressed exclusively to 
God. It is addressed through God to man. This 
weakens prayer in two ways. It less firmly takes 
hold of God. It less powerfully moves man. That 
prayer most powerfully moves man which forgets 
his presence in the earnest appeal to God. In 
prayer think only about God, your own wants, 
and the wants of those you pray for." He was 
never guilty of the fault he thus condemns. Nei- 
ther were his prayers stereotyped. They were 
varied according to the subject of his chosen 
discourse; the season of the year; the events, 
national and social, of the day; and the changing 
circumstances of his flock. 



CHAPTER VI. 

EVANGELISTIC AND PASTORAL WORK. 
WELLINGTON: SWINDON. 

" By repeated experiments we learn that, though a man preach like 
an angel, he will neither collect, nor preserve a Society which 
is collected, without visiting them from house to house 

" Oh what zeal, what prudence and patience are requisite, to bear 
the manners of an untoward people, and to train them up in 
Christian discipline, till they come to the full stature of 
Christ 1" — John Wesley. 

During the years of Mr. Job's most active 
ministry, he did not confine his Sunday labours 
to preaching twice or even three times in the 
Circuit chapels, and administering the Sacraments, 
or meeting Classes, according to appointment on 
the Plan. It was his wont, health and weather 
permitting, to preach a fourth time, in the open 
air, either in the market-place of the country town, 
where passers by might be attracted to listen, or 
in one of those retired but open spots, without 
thoroughfare, where the idle and the vicious love 
to resort, that they may lounge, and smoke, and 
chat, in company. Many a reluctant ear has thus 
been won to hear the good tidings, and many a 
listless mind to watch eagerly for the coming of 
Christ's messenger. 
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Nor did these four sermons, on a Summer's day, 
suffice. Mr. Job made a point of either meeting 
the Society, or holding a Prayer-meeting, after his 
evening sermon. The notes of some of his Society 
addresses (Appendix II.) will give an idea of the 
faithfulness, simplicity, and interest of these more 
familiar lessons in the experience and practice of 
godliness. On such occasions he would tenderly 
urge upon the members of the Church to be regu- 
lar in their attendance on the Sunday-morning 
and week-evening services, as well as at their 
Class and Prayer-meetings ; often reminding them 
that " few things are done pleasantly that are not 
done regularly. If you pray in secret once a week, 
it will be an irksome task. Read the Bible once 
a week, and it will be a dull and obscure book. 
Meet in Class once a month, and it will be an 
uninteresting meeting. But meet in Class every 
week, pray in secret three times a day, and read 
the Bible every morning, and all will be pleasant." 

To the evening Prayer-meeting he attached 
much importance, as a means of harrowing in the 
seed just sown. His plan was to retire into a 
school-room or vestry adjoining the chapel, with 
all who wished to remain ; and there, after giving 
a short and pointed address, to call upon the pray- 
ing people around him to join in pleading earnestly 
for a present blessing on the services of the day. 
Often, on such occasions, has believing prayer 
been felt to be prevailing prayer. Weeping sin- 
ners have become the rejoicing children of God ; 
and those who had already believed have received 
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larger supplies of sanctifying grace. Others have 
shown some signs of spiritual awakening. Mr. 
Job always took down the names and addresses of 
strangers thus affected; and would either call 
upon them during the following week, or appoint 
some suitable, pious person to do so. Many have 
been persuaded to become Church members who 
but for such Christian attention might have grown 
<jold and careless. 

It would be interesting to trace the subsequent 
course of those to whom Mr. Job was made the 
instrument of spiritual life ; but the itinerant 
system is unfriendly to such life-long obser- 
vation; and for the result of many a Preacher's 
zealous labours he must be content to wait till 
the day shall declare it. An instance or two, 
remembered, because somewhat more marked in 
their circumstances than most others, may be 
recorded here. 

A widow woman, who, though an occasional 
attendant at her parish church, was a stranger to 
vital godliness, was persuaded by her friends to go 
and hear Mr. Job preach. The first sermon she 
heard aroused her to serious inquiry, and thence- 
forward she was often to be seen at chapel. Every 
sermon was followed by a deeper conviction of sin, 
and very soon she expressed a wish to join the 
Society. But there was one obstacle in the way. 
For her own benefit and that of her young family, 
she carried on her late husband's business, as a 
baker. She believed that Sunday baking was 
necessary to their temporal well-being. Mr. Job 
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insisted that it was the one thing that must be 
abandoned for the good of her soul. He refused 
to admit her to Church privileges till she kept 
the Lord's day holy. The struggle was long and 
severe; but, at last, for Christ's sake, she re- 
nounced her sin, closed her shop, and joined the 
Church. Ever after she spoke of the first Sabbath 
morning when, with her children, she appeared in 
God's house, trusting her future supply to Him, 
as the happiest of her Hfe. Nor was her faith 
unrewarded. The promised earthly good things 
were added to her who had sought "first the 
kingdom of God and His righteousness." 

One Sunday evening, after a powerful sermon, 
several persons in much distress of soul followed 
Mr. Job into the vestry, at the close of the public 
service. One especially attracted his attention. 
He was a regular hearer who had hitherto resisted 
the truth. Now he knelt, and wept, and resolved 
to give his heart to God. On reaching home, he 
called his family together for prayer, and told 
them that he meant to lead a new life. It was 
well that the Preacher that night grappled with 
the sinner's conscience; well that, the sermon 
over, he did not listen to any pleading of the flesh 
for rest at home, but that, side by side with the 
troubled in heart, he urged a present decision, and 
pointed to a present Saviour : it was well for the 
poor sinner that he turned a willing ear to the 
voice of Christ's mercy ; ay, infinitely better than 
it would have been had he become heir to a king- 
dom, or the possessor of thousands ; for it was his 
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last opportunity. The next day, while walking 
through the streets, on his ordinary business, he 
was seized with sudden illness, followed by almost 
instant death. 

Prayer-meetings conducted by the Minister 
himself are seldom found to lose their inter- 
est and pr6fit. In Mr. Job's case, the rooms 
would sometimes hardly contain the thronging 
worshippers. 

No wonder that Sundays so spent should be 
followed by bodily languor, and sleepless nights. 
That such ceaseless labours did not sooner exhaust 
a frame never strong, may be partly accounted for 
by Mr. Job's caution and wisdom in using his 
powers. He never preached a long sermon; he 
never raised his voice above its natural pitch. In 
one of his first Circuits, the Isle of Wight, he 
became acquainted with Mr. Broster, Professor 
of Elocution, and discoverer of a system for the 
removal of impediments of speech ; and he often 
spoke of the advice that gentleman gave him, 
as of signal advantage to him throughout life. 
Besides this, he disapproved of late meetings. 
However strong were the feelings excited, he 
would close the Prayer-meeting at ten o'clock, 
and dismiss the people to their homes. Mrs. Job 
says that for fifteen years and a half he was not 
laid aside, by sickness, for a single Lord's day; 
nor during that time can she recall more than one 
or two instances of his disappointing a congrega- 
tion ; and then it was because a heavy snow-storm 
had made the road to a remote village impassable. 
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Anxious to reach those who rarely or never are 
to be seen attending God's house, it was Mr. Job's 
custom to establish a system of cottage Prayer- 
meetings in every Circuit in which he travelled. 

With the same object he took a lively interest 
in Tract Societies. He would revive them where 
they had fallen into decay, and begin them in new 
places; and that, not only in the larger towns, 
but also in all the villages where Methodism had 
raised up suitable agents for carrying out such a 
work. He was particular in seeking to obtain as 
Distributors persons of deep piety and of sound 
discretion. It was a common saying with him, 
that, "with three qualifications, the most feeble 
may be useful. Consistency: something in the 
conduct to procure attention to the words spoken. 
Sincerity : a simple sentence from a warm heart 
finds a passage to another heart. Fearlessness, 
joined with prudence : there must be no shame 
of God, or His truth." He met the Distributors 
regularly, and made special inquiry as to the spirit 
in which the Tracts had been received, and the 
results that were observed to follow. Thus the 
cases of those who had obtained spiritual good, or 
who were sick and needed help, came before his 
own notice, and the Tract opened a way for the 
Minister. Sometimes he would accompany the 
Distributors through their districts, initiating one 
into a new work, and cheering another whose 
spirit was discouraged because of man's slowness 
of heart to believe. By means of these Tract 
Societies, children have often been brought to 
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Sabbath and Day Schools, and hearers to God's 
house. 

Nor did Mr. Job's evangelistic labours end 
here. To attract strangers to the chapel, and to 
engage Church members in more zealous efforts 
to bring sinners to Christ, he was a promoter of 
special services. In each of his Circuits, he made 
arrangements for holding a series of such services 
lasting for one week, when awakening sermons 
were preached each evening, and followed by 
Prayer-meetings. He would secure the assist- 
ance of other Ministers from neighbouring Cir- 
cuits for the more important places. But in 
making his plans, he did not overlook the adja- 
cent villages. He was anxious that every little 
hill of Zion should receive its appropriate bless- 
ing; and, at much personal inconvenience, he 
would visit them also, accompanied by faithful 
allies from among the Local Preachers. 

Sometimes Mr. Job adopted the plan of having 
printed announcements of his own intended sub- 
ject of discourse put into circulation in the town 
where he was about to preach. "A Sermon on 
the Value of the Soul;" " Religious Indecision: 
or, Lot's Wife ;" « The New Birth : what is it?" 
" Christ a Teacher from God;" are among the 
topics thus forced on the attention of the multi- 
tude. In the same way, he occasionally advertised 
his sermons in the open air. 

Mr. Job's pastoral work was done with equal 
completeness, fidelity, and zealous energy. His 
affectionate solicitude for the young people of his 
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charge has already been named. He proved this 
by a peculiarly kind and thoughtful arrangement. 
He would take care to reach the chapel, on«a week- 
night, in village as well as town, three-quarters 
of an hour before the commencement of the pub- 
lic service, inviting to meet him there all such 
children of the members of Society and congrega- 
tion as could read the New Testament. These 
Bible-classes were made abundantly useful ; and 
often would he return home to tell how his 
appeals had moved the hearts of the children, 
and how one and another was bent on seeking^ 
after God. 

In Sabbath Schools he took a lively interest, 
often meeting the Teachers, and assisting them in 
their preparations for instructing others. The 
movement for the wider establishment of Day 
Schools in connexion with the Methodist Societies 
and congregations had his warm sympathy and 
support. At Marlborough, in the Hungerford 
Circuit, he was the means of commencing a Girls' 
Day School; and in the Wantage Circuit two 
Schools remain, the fruit of his toil and anxious 
thought ; one at Wantage, the other at Childrey. 

The intellectual improvement of the Local 
Preachers with whom he was from time to time 
associated, was a subject in which he took a lively 
interest. In one of his Circuits he proposed and 
conducted a Bible-class for their especial benefit. 
A rich blessing rested on this attempt at useful- 
ness. The members of this Class spoke of its 
results in their enlarged views of truth, and the 
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deepening of their personal piety. Their hearers 
told of better sermons. 

What has been said may suffice to show that 
not only did Mr. Job avail himself of all the aids 
offered by Methodistic rule and usage to the 
earnest seeker after the souls of his fellow-men, 
failing in no ministerial duty, and often choosing 
to take upon himself offices that might have been 
left to others ; but that his love, " fertile in expe- 
dients," led him to track new paths, and to spread 
fresh lures, if by any means he might gain some. 
It often happens that men, good at scheming, are 
feeble in action. Not so with him. Exemplary 
in perseverance, he worked his own plans, without 
pause or complaint, or other symptom of soul- 
weariness; like "the stars in their appointed 
course, unhasting, yet unresting." 

There is one part of a Pastor's work that is often 
put for the whole. Many, when they ask, " Is such 
a one a good Pastor ? " simply mean, " Does he 
regularly visit all the members of his flock?" 
Here Mr. Job was a model. Like the Apostle 
Paul, he might have said, " I kept back nothing 
that was profitable, but have showed you, and have 
taught you publicly, and from house to house." 
His visits were rfot mere visits of form, — without 
aim, and profitless. They were the visits of a 
gentle and wise teacher. Words of counsel, of 
instruction, of comfort, or, if need were, of reproof, 
were spoken. Many might testify with Mrs. 
Solomon of Swindon, "I well remember his 
Monday visits. They were real pastoral ones: 

i 
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short, and to the point, and conrindcd by prayer. 
He was always the same nappy Christian; his 
countenance beaming with heavenly lore." He 
was indeed as far removed from the morose or 
haughty bearing that would repress harmless 
mirth, as from the levity that would encourage 
idle gossip. Of a sweet and cheerful gravity, he 
invited confidence, and gained iL His people felt 
that they might safely trust him. 

His peace-making qualities were remarkable. In 
the present imperfect state of the Christian Church, 
it often happens that even those who are in the main 
sincere Christians, give each other cause of offence. 
Two persons disagree ; little things are magnified ; 
the dispute widens, and many become interested, 
till the Church is divided into two parties, each bent 
on proving the other to be wrong. Now, judicious 
handling at the beginning of the quarrel might 
have hindered its outbreak. His friends often 
remarked how microscopic was Mr. Job's scrutiny 
in all cases where the interests of religion might 
possibly be involved. Uncongenial with his high 
and pure soul as were the injurious report, the 
petty scandal, the railing word, the ill-natured 
construction, he never passed by, as a matter too 
trifling or too low for his notice, anything in which 
he could detect the beginnings of sin. " Speak to 
your brother, not o/him," was his constant advice. 
And with this advice his own conduct corre- 
sponded. He would see disputing parties sepa- 
rately first, and then together : nor would he rest 
till, if possible, a right state of feeling was pro- 
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duced. It was wonderful how large an amount of 
influence he acquired over wranglers in the Church. 
Like oil applied to the joint or the screw, silencing 
the harsh grating of the moving machine, his words 
with meekness of wisdom hushed men's excited 
passions. Even the jars of singing men and sing- 
ing women ceased for a while. 

In the sick-chamber Mr. Job was ever a faith- 
ful, and in most cases a welcome, visitant. Here 
his mission of mercy was specially owned of God. 
It would be difficult to number the instances in 
which there is good reason to believe that he was 
used as the instrument of salvation to the sick or 
dying sinner. His visits were never prolonged, 
but they were frequently repeated. His habit was 
to read from his Testament (his constant pocket 
companion) a few verses; to make some plain, 
pointed remarks, such as could not fail to arrest 
attention and fix themselves in the memory ; and 
then to pray for a few minutes. Not the most 
malignant fevers could alarm him, and no advice 
of friends had power to deter him from going 
wherever he heard of a sick person needing his 
counsel and prayers. " The body has the Doctor/' 
he would say, " and the soul is far more precious. 
I must go. I * do not fear." Mrs. Job says, 
" Many, very many young persons who have died 
of consumption were visited by him on their 
death-bed, and became the seals of his ministry 
here. For those precious souls he left no effort 
unmade. In many instances we had the unspeak- 
able happiness of hearing such expressions as 

i 2 
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these: 'But for your faithfulness and fervent 
prayers, what would have become of me ? Praise 
God, I am happy ! I am going to Jesus I' 



» 



Such is a brief view of Mr. Job's evangelistic 
and pastoral labours. By glancing over the dif- 
ferent fields committed to his hand for cultivation, 
with the aid of notices from his numerous friends, 
and his own brief ditty, we shall gather somewhat 
of the varied feelings with which he pursued his 
great end, and of the successes in which God per- 
mitted him to rejoice. 

Mr. Job's first residence, after his marriage, was 
at Wellington, in the Taunton Circuit. One of 
his hearers, now a Wesleyan Minister, (the Rev. 
A. Puddicombe,) thus records the impressions pro- 
duced by his character and ministrations : " The 
Rev. Z. Job was appointed to the Taunton Circuit 
in the year 1840. There 1 first became acquainted 
with him. Ever afterward during his earthly 
career, 1 regarded him as a true Christian friend. 
He had not been long in the Circuit before it 
became evident that his tone of piety was of an 
exalted character. He laid himself out to promote 
the work of God in every possible way, and was 
' instant in season, and out of season/ to save pre- 
cious souls from perishing. He could say with 
truth, — 

' The love of Christ doth me constrain 
To seek the wandering souls of men ; 
With cries, entreaties, tears, to save, 
To snatch them from the gaping grave/ 
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" His sermons were rich in thought, flowing from 
a sanctified heart ; and delivered with an earnestness 
which led every one to feel that the things he had 
seen, handled, and felt, of the word of life, he 
declared unto others. His ministrations were 
especially valued by the members of the Church; 
they were always edified and profited by his dis- 
courses, which were never crude nor pointless. 
Christian perfection, in its various branches, was 
a theme on which he delighted to dwell; and 
many, through his instrumentality, attained a 
higher state of purity. Being entirely consecrated 
to God himself, he spoke on this subject as one 
having authority. For the space of two years he 
laboured in this Circuit with great zeal and fidelity, 
conscientiously attending to every part of the 
Christian Pastor's duty. And although many years 
have elapsed since, his name is still held in grate- 
ful remembrance by not a few who adorn the doc- 
trine of Christ; for with such he was always a 
favourite." 

And such is the testimony of Mr. Oliver, the 
Circuit Steward. "We frequently speak," says 
he, " of his ardent zeal and unceasing, labours 
during his stay. He would often, after preaching 
three times in the Chapel, on the Sabbath, take 
his stand in the market-place, and address the 
€ navvies * and other idlers, in the most impressive 
manner." 

The Rev. J. Wevill, Mr. Job's Superintendent, 
says, "I have a pleasing and grateful recollection 
of the kindness manifested by him, and the readi- 
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ness with which, in addition to his own duties, he 
supplied my lack of service, when he could do 
so, while I was laid aside for a time by severe 
affliction." 

On the 1st of January, 1841, Mr. Job resumed 
the practice of keeping a daily record of his reli- 
gious experience; adding to it notices of his pro- 
gress in study, and of the work jof God in his Cir- 
cuit. The diary is always brief; and the whole is 
written in short-hand. After a time it became 
his habit to adhere strictly to the divisions just 
mentioned. He noticed first the reading of the 
day ; then his soul's state ; and then the state of 
his flock. This habit he continued as long as 
he lived. Could the entire journal be given here, 
it would form an admirable comment — the com- 
ment of an exemplary life — on the exhortations 
we are receiving every day, from God's word 
and God's Ministers, to self-examination, prayer, 
watchfulness, and work. His was indeed a " pa- 
tient continuance in well-doing:" yet did he ever 
humbly own that he fell short of that standard of 
Christian excellence towards which he was con- 
stantly aspiring. 

"Jan. 3rd, 1841. — Preached in the morning at 
Stainton, from Rom. xiii. 12 : in the afternoon, 
from Psalm xc. 14. At Bishop's Hall, in the 
evening, from Phil. ii. 12. Good attendance at 
the Sacrament. Exhorted to prayer, and to exer- 
tions for a revival. 

"^ursday, 7th. — Good time at Hemyock. 



EVANGELISTIC AND PASTORAL WORK. 119 

Was encouraged by hearing that a woman was 
convinced of sin last Friday at Stapley, and 
brought to the Class-meeting on the following 
Sunday. 

" Friday, 8th. — Spent the afternoon in visiting. 
Li the evening met Bible-class ; afterwards made 
new calls. Some are desirous, but not decided. 
We are expecting better things here. 

" Friday, 15th. — Made my calls in the evening. 
Saw four persons who, I hope, are sincerely 
desirous to save their souls. 

"Monday, 18th. — Visited the members at Wive- 
liscombe in the morning. Much pleased with 
Mary Potter. Her husband gets about fourpence 
per day. She earns a little. When she pays for 
her Ticket, she often gives all she has; but 
some one generally gives her twopence next day. 
Preached in the evening at Clayhanger with 
liberty and power. 

" Sunday, 24th. — Preached at home. It was a 
profitable day. Addressed the School children in 
the afternoon. Our people are rising. Two or 
three more promised to meet in my Class. 

"Feb. 17th. — Tea-meeting for the Society. 
Good was done. Our people were earnest. Some 
who have lately joined felt deeply; and others 
were € almost persuaded ' to be Christians. 

"Thursday, 18th. — Saw in the afternoon Mr. 
— . He has been a drunkard : beat his wife till 
she was obliged to leave him. Then the Lord 
laid His hand upon him. I hope he is a humble 
penitent. 
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" Saturday, March 10th. — Day devoted to fast- 
ing, humiliation, and prayer for myself and the 
people. I felt it profitable. So was the evening 
Prayer-meeting. I believe the Lord will be 
entreated for our people. 

" Easter Monday, 12th. — Prayed in the morn- 
ing for the awakening power of the Holy Spirit. 
Saw members. In the evening, Tea-meeting and 
Class. In the Prayer-meeting afterwards one 
found peace; one cried aloud for mercy, and 
several felt deeply. 

" Friday, 16th. — Had a few friends at tea, prin- 
cipally Class-leaders. A profitable time. 

" Monday, April 10th. — Saw a man whose child 
was to be baptized. He expressed a determina- 
tion to devote himself to God, and to abstain 
entirely from intoxicating drinks. Made calls, 
and expounded the Rules of the Society, at 
Wiveliscombe. 

" Tuesday, 18th. — At the District-meeting. In 
the evening Mr. Wood preached a powerful ser- 
mon from, 'We thus judge, that if one died for 
all, then were all dead/ 

" Wednesday, 19th. — In the evening, Mr. Smith, 
from Bideford, preached from, ' Why stand ye here 
all the day idle?' A delightful time. 

"Tuesday, May 1st. — School Tea-meeting. 
There is so much envy, jealousy, and evil speak- 
ing, as to make it very discouraging. Many 
of our people are babes in understanding and 
piety. 
"Friday,. 11th. — At Appleby. People steadfast 
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amid great persecution. I was cheered by 
observing their constancy. 

" Monday, June 28th. — Quarterly-meeting at 
Hemyock. Many matters very well. Mr. — 
shows strong disposition to get me removed. 

"Tuesday, July 17th. — A day of peace and 
sweet communion with God. Though there are 
some things that would cause anxiety, I am 
enabled to cast all burdens upon God. Good 
time at Milverton. Should see good done, if 
there were a lively Society. 

" Sunday, 22nd. — Rev. Thomas Shears preached 
morning and evening. A good impression pro- 
duced. Good Prayer-meeting in the evening. 
Struggling in prayer during the day. In the 
evening felt power; determined to pray afresh 
for the people ; agreed with Miss Bodley and 
Sarah to do this. — Opportunities and plans for 
doing good. Wellington : Friends at tea; this 
can be depended on. Morning prayer. Saturday 
meeting. Female Prayer-meeting. Speak on 
liberality, lukewarmness, prayer, other means of 
grace, evil-speaking. Hemyock : Urge to humi- 
lity and to deeper work of grace. 

"Monday, Sept. 13th. — Was much grieved to 
hear at Wiveliscombe that some of the Taunton 
members intend to leave, and divide the Societies. 

"Tuesday, 14th. — Went to Taunton. Saw most 
of our principal men, and conversed with them, 
without telling what I had heard. Was glad to 
find things not so bad, though not in a good 
state. 
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" Wednesday, 15th. — Day of fasting and prayer 
with Miss Bodley and Sarah. Prayer for our- 
selves and the people. Good day. I believe God 
heard. 

"Sunday, 19th. — Was able to preach with 
power. Hope the people felt. 

"Sunday, Oct. 3rd. — At home. Good day. 
Preached missionary sermons. Heard since that 
two found peace at the Prayer-meeting. 

"Monday, 4th. — Quarterly-meeting. Afraid 
there would be unpleasantness ; but was agreeably 
disappointed. Good feeling among the brethren. 
Good Prayer-meeting in the evening. Felt very 
thankful. 

"Wednesday, 6th. — Missionary meeting at 
Wellington. Mr. Box and Mr. Pearce. Good 
impression : hope it will be permanent. God does 
hear prayer. 

"Tuesday, Nov. 2nd. — At Milverton. Liberty 
in preaching; but left with a heavy heart. The 
Society seem to have no energy. Myself, Sarah, 
Maria, and Miss Bodley, observed this as a day of 
fasting and praye, A profitable. 

" Wednesday, 10th. — Felt especial need of more 
patience and meekness. Was led to pray more. 
The devil tempts much ; but I feel I am growing 
in grace. Endeavouring to induce some of our 
people to adopt Mr. Young's plan of trying to get 
one soul converted to God. 

"Friday, 12th. — Have not been sufficiently in 
earnest. Inclined too much to follow my own will : 
this, I fear, has produced some degree of deadness. 
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"Tuesday, 16th. — Former part of the day my 
soul was in a low state : had very little power to 
pray. Want more resignation to God. Tempted 
to discontent. May my will be lost in His! 
Nothing less than this will do. 

" Sunday, 21st. — Had nearness to God in the 
morning ; could take hold of Christ, by faith, as 
my complete Saviour. The Lord has been with 
me to-day, and strengthened body and mind. Felt 
peace, and power to preach the truth. 

"Tuesday, 23rd. — Tea-meeting at Taunton for 
the purpose of increasing the income of the Mis- 
sionary Society. Was refreshed by the feeling 
manifested, and the' more so as some prophets of 
evil predicted otherwise. Felt through the day a 
nearness to God. In the evening afraid I spoke 
rather too sharply. 

"Friday, 26th. — The work of grace has been 
deepened to-day. I prayed for this in the morn- 
ing, and the Lord heard. In the evening spoke 
to my Class about uniting in prayer and effort to 
save souls, and seeking for themselves Christian 
perfection. 

" Sunday, Dec. 5th. — This a day of labour, 
having attended six services. Enabled to preach 
with power. Hope some impression was made. 
Some will hear, and some will forbear. 

"Thursday, 9th. — Spiritual day. Have felt 
during the last four weeks a deepening of the 
work of grace. I hear some of the people did 
not like my discourse on Sunday. It came too 
close. 
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" Friday, 10th. — Day of peace ; but not so spi- 
ritual as I should be. In the evening formed 
two Classes from among our people ; one of those 
seeking full salvation, to pray especially for the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit; the other for 
young men, — improvement. 

"Wednesday, Jan. 5th, 1842.— French, He- 
brew, Scriptures, sermon. Headache and heavi- 
ness. Not much earnestness or power in prayer. 
Visited a few persons, and arranged Tract Dis- 
tricts. Missionary Prayer-meeting. 

"Tuesday, 11th. — Greek Testament, Hebrew, 
French. Finished Treffiy's ' Sonship,' 'Saints' 
Rest/ Description of Turkey. Former part of day, 
low on account of the state of the body ; latter 
part, more spiritual. Visited eight families at 
Milverton, and preached. Have read ' Sonship' 
twice. The arguments, taken together, must 



convince." 



The journal of the following ten days is given 
just as it stands. It is a fair sample of the whole. 

"Friday, 21st. — Scriptures, Greek Testament, 
sermon, Hebrew, Iliad, Mrs. Judson's Life, ser- 
mon, French. Soul not sufficiently alive; but 
some peace. Resolved to pray, and to live afresh. 
Visited seven or eight families. Calls on young 
men. 

"Saturday, 22nd. — Scriptures, sermon, Greek 
Testament, French, Hebrew, 'Mrs. Judaon,' Iliad, 
' Saints' Rest.' Mind rather dull, partly through 
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the state of the body. Some power in prayer at 
noon. Soul not so spiritual as I wish. Prayer- 
meeting in the evening ; only two or three people, 
and very dull : can scarcely tell what to do with 
them. 

" Sunday, 23rd. — Greek Testament ; after 
preaching, 'Mrs. Judson.' Feeling variously; 
sometimes hard, at other times power in prayer ; 
yet some degree of liberty in preaching, and 
throughout the day peace and trust. Preached 
three times. Prayer-meeting in the morning, and 
Sacrament in the evening. Spoke to two back- 
sliders ; visited one sick person. Good congrega- 
tion, and attention. 

"Monday, 24th. — Scriptures, Hebrew, Greek 
Testament, € Saints' Rest/ French, € Mrs. Judson.' 
Different feelings; sometimes bright gleams of 
light, and sometimes soul dark, but following after 
God. At Wiveliscombe preaching. Arranged 
about debt on their chapel. 

"Tuesday, 25th. — Scriptures, Hebrew, Greek 
Testament, Iliad, ' Saints' Rest/ French, ' Mrs. 
Judson/ Day of sweet peace, power in prayer, 
nearness to God, and earnest desire. Visited two 
or three persons. Visited again at Milverton, and 
preached. 

" Wednesday, 26th. — Endeavoured to study ser- 
mon, but unable. r Pursuit of Knowledge/ Greek 
Testament, Hebrew, Iliad. Peace. The devil en- 
deavoured to inject wandering thoughts in prayer; 
but I was enabled, I hope, to resist. Calls. Few pre- 
sent at preaching. Sarah taken very ill in the night. 
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"Thursday, 27th. — Sermon, Scriptures, Greek 
Testament, Hebrew. My soul has been panting 
after God, and has drawn 'water with joy from 
the wells of salvation/ Want to live afresh. Took 
tea with Mr. Bennett at Hemyock. Preached and 
met the Society. 

"Friday, 28th. — Scriptures, Greek Testament, 
sermon, Hebrew, 'Mrs. Judson.' Former part of 
the day, much sweet communion with God ; but 
not sufficient watchfulness in latter part, though 
some degree of nearness. Visited seven or eight 
persons. Not so profitable as it should have been. 
Preached at Rockwell. Calls. 

" Saturday, 29th. — Greek Testament, Scrip- 
tures, sermon, € Saints' Rest/ Hebrew, Judson. 
Felt much about my brother*s*family : by it, Satan 
endeavoured to draw my soul from God. Near- 
ness in the evening. Prayer-meeting. 

" Sunday, 30th. — Good time in the morning. 
Rather too much in public during tea ; but pre- 
cious time before preaching. Preached at Victoria 
chapel in morning; at Temple, afternoon and 
evening. Sacrament in morning; Prayer-meeting 
in evening. Visited two persons. Miss W. ill. 



» 



To avoid sameness, such extracts only are 
henceforth given as seem to possess some special 
illustrative interest. 

" Tuesday, Feb. 1st. — Have never seen things 
in Circuit look more gloomy: but never better 
myself. Spent an hour and three-quarters in 
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prayer for the people. Visited at Milverton and 
preached. One or two (new) began to meet. 

" Sunday, 6th. — A day of prayer, sometimes 
with liberty, sometimes had to struggle for power. 
Prayer-meeting in the morning ; preaching, fore- 
noon, afternoon, and evening. Met Society and 
addressed Sunday Schools. 

"Monday, 21st. — Had a meeting at three 
o'clock, about L. and S. 

" Tuesday, 22nd. — Saw L. again : but he is stiff. 
Thought him wrong. 

" Wednesday, 23rd. — Wrote and posted a letter 
to Mr. L. Don't know what effect it will have. 

"Monday, 28th. — Power in prayer at noon. 
Went with S. to Milverton. He has arranged 
with Mr. L. 

" Tuesday, March 1st. — Greek Testament. He- 
brew Bible. Began to-day to learn Latin, and 
intend to devote a month to it almost continually. 

"Thursday, 3rd. — Original Scriptures. Latin. 
A spiritual day ; but study, if not guarded, would 
draw off my mind from God. 

" Saturday, 5th. — Sermon, Hebrew, Greek, 
Latin, (making progress,) French. A day of spi- 
rituality, purity, peace, sweet communion with 
God in prayer. Power to pray for prosperity. 
Prayer-meeting. 

"Monday, 7th. — Not power through day in 
prayer, but power at noon, in pleading for Mr. L. 

" Sunday, 27th. — Preached in the morning out 
of doors : in the chapel, three times. Met Classes 
with some degree of power. 
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"Thursday, 31st. — Have begun a new course of 
study. Scriptures an hour and a half; English, 
Greek, and Hebrew. One hour, Latin and French. 
Divinity and History. 

"Tuesday, April 12th. — Scriptures; Latin; 
Fuller; Cromwell. Did not pray properly in the 
morning. Power at noon. Preached at Milverton 
out of doors ; and afterwards in the room. There 
is a prosp ct of good here. 

" Saturday, 23rd. — Evening, special Prayer- 
meeting on account of the present distress among 
the poor. 

" Monday, May 2nd. — Scriptures ; Carpenter's 
' Companion to Bible ; ' Grindrod ; Latin ; Greek. 
Peaceful and spiritual. Thought and felt more 
about sinners. Feel much for railway men here. 
Visited a few poor at Wiveliscombe. Preached 
out of doors; there were four times as many as 
we should have in the chapel." 

In this extract, Mr. Job most likely refers to a 
large number of men who were employed in making 
bricks for a new railway tunnel, and who were 
noted in the neighbourhood for their irreligion and 
wickedness. There was another heart, besides his, 
that felt for their spiritual state ; and, happily for 
them, it was the heart of their employer. This 
gentleman, a member of a Christian Church, and a 
true lover of souls, applied to several Ministers of 
different denominations, who engaged to preach, 
once a week, in turn, to these neglecters of Chris- 
tian worship. The sermons were delivered, not 
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during the men's leisure, but their working hours ; 
so that, whether they liked it or not, they were 
compelled to hear the word of life. It was a great 
delight to Mr. Job to have the opportunity of 
preaching to them, as well as of conversing freely 
and offering tracts. All heard him with respectful 
attention. In some hearts, it was hoped that the 
good seed of the kingdom took root; and one 
poor fellow spoke openly of the change which Mr. 
Job's ministry had wrought in him. References 
to these occasional labours occur in the journal of 
this period. 

" Friday, 13th. — Some power in prayer : drawn 
out for sinners. Want more patience. Visited 
G. W., a backslider : some hope. 

" Sunday, 15th. — Preached four times ; once, out 
of doors. Cheered lately by hearing of some effect 
produced by preaching, particularly out of doors. 

"Thursday, 19th.— ' Lady of the Lake/— A 
day of peace, but especial blessing in the evening. 
District-meeting. Excellent sermon from Rev. J. 
Smith, upon the Holy Ghost. Powerful influence. 

" Sunday, 22nd. — Felt gracious impression 
resting on my heart. Want more of the Spirit. 
Preached four times ; in the evening, out of doors. 
Large congregation, who were very attentive. 

" Friday, 27th. — A day of sweet nearness to 
God. Divine power; soul drawn out for greater 
nearness. Visited railroad. Gave tracts to men. 

" Sunday, June 5th. — A day of spirituality : 
good degree of power in the work of the Lord. 

K 
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Preached four times, gave Tickets, and held 
Prayer-meeting. At R. Green's, in the afternoon, 
one railway man interrupted. Conversed with the 
man, who appeared in good temper. 

"Wednesday, 15th. — A day of nearness to God, 
but once allowed a momentary rising of anger. I 
want deeper spirituality. 

" Thursday, 30th. — Visited and preached among 
the brickmakers. Some effect. 

" Friday, July 1st. — Precious time at Class. 
Visited, and preached out of doors. Some inter- 
rupted, but there was a good impression made. 

"Saturday, 9th. — Sermon, Scriptures, Greek 
and Latin, Harris's r Great Commission/ His- 
tory of Europe. Very sweet seasons in prayer; 
offering people to God, and able to trust future 
movements to His direction. 

"Saturday, 16th. — e Harris' finished; a noble 
work. Want to live each moment in Christ. 

"Sunday, 17th. — Preached at Taunton, morn- 
ing and afternoon: a friend from Wiveliscombe 
preached in the evening. Came home, and 
preached out of doors to the railway men. 

" Monday, 18th. — Profitable day. Able to live 
each moment in and for Christ. My mind has 
been too much concerned for the future. 

"Saturday, 23rd. — Letter from Stationing 
Committee. Appointed to Carmarthen. Strongly 
tempted to be anxious : had to resist with all my 
power. The Lord, however, will provide. 

" Sunday, 24th. — This has been a very good 
day. Have had to pray all day: but God has 
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been near. Kept from anxiety. Precious time at 
Sacrament. Prayer-meeting. Three times preach- 
ing in chapel. Sacrament. Afterwards, preach- 
ing in open air. at R. M/s. 

"Friday, 29th. — Much nearness to God at 
twelve o'clock. Delivered from anxiety. Praise 
God! 

" Saturday, 30th. — Feel grateful to hear that I 
shall have peace in my new Circuit. Full desire 
to devote myself afresh to God. 

" Tuesday, Aug. 2nd. — At Milverton, much 
feeling while preaching. Many wept. 'The 
Lord remember this people for good/ 

"Sunday, 7th.— Hard day : appointment changed 
for Swindon. Have been led to feel lately that I 
am not sufficiently centred in God; I want more 
submission, trust, devotedness. Experienced a 
contest during day : much nearness in the even- 
ing. Power in preaching here for last time. Good 
impression. 

" Monday, 8th. — Very profitable tea-meeting in 
evening. Deep feeling, and much affection among 
the people. 

" Tuesday, 9th. — c Keith on Prophecy/ Travel- 
ling by coach, mind kept in sweet peace. Went 
from Wellington to Bodmin, and thence home. J 
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The Circuit to which Mr. Job was appointed by 
the Conference of 1842, though wide in its range, 
contained but a sprinkling of members. There 
could scarcely be a less promising position in 
which to commence a Superintendent's duties. 

K # 2 



But he wa* not a nan to be daunted br 
He soon entered on plans fcr the r einin g of the 
Church and tne awakenine of anners : and when 
he left, at the end of two years, he rejoiced to find 
that, through his own exertions and those of his 
ooQeaene. the little Soeietr of a hundred and fifty 
had been increased to two hundred and twenty. 

9 

During these two years, the new town near the 
railway station was in progress. Here were con- 
gregated large numbers of mechanics and small 
tradesmen, with their wives and children, under 
circumstance* most unfavourable to morality. 

9 

Ix*i|ring* being insufficient for those who needed 
them, they were crowded together; the better sort 
mingling day by day, and evening after evening, 
with tho*e who knew not God, and were " to every 
good work reprobate." Scarcely any among them 
ever attended a place of worship: they were too 
careless to walk as far as the old town; and, had 
they been disposed to do so in fine weather, in 
rainy weather the roads were almost impassable, 
the fields being often swamped, and the cart-road 
cut into deep ruts. On a Sunday morning the 
men might be seen smoking outside the door 
of the public-house, or fishing in the canal, or 
lying by its margin, often intoxicated. Their 
awfully degraded state was such as to stir the 
deepest feelings of the Christian's soul. Mr. Job 
made many efforts to secure some place for preach- 
ing; and, after several disappointments, succeeded 
in obtaining the Odd Fellows' room. He paid half- 
£-crown a week for the use of it every Sunday 
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morning and afternoon. The whole responsibility 
was his; but a few friends whom he interested 
in the scheme, assisted in defraying part of the 
expenses attending it. A Sunday School was 
opened in the morning, and a few willing labourers 
from the old town toiled across the rugged way, 
week by week, that they might teach the children, 
who quickly nocked around them. In the after- 
noon Mr. Job either preached himself, or appointed 
a Local Preacher to do so. During the week he 
paid them kindly visits ; distributed tracts ; 
laboured to convince gainsayers, — a few among 
them professing to be infidels; and invited the 
adults to the preaching, and the children to the 
School. This attempt to do good was soon fol- 
lowed by hopeful results. 

The new town of Swindon has now become a 
rather important place. A pretty church has been 
erected ; and there is also a Wesleyan chapel. 

A few notices from Mr. Job's diary will close 
this chapter. 

" Sept. 9th. — Class in good state. Pleased with 
the character of the members here, though few. 

"Oct. 8th. — Scriptures; Home and Etheridge. 
Prayed in the Spirit. Soul peaceful throughout 
the day. Visited five at Wroughton. Met chil- 
dren; not less than seventy present. Preached, 
and met Sunday School Teachers. 

" 19th. — Sermon, History of Europe, Lowth, 
Scriptures, Greek, Latin. Soul panting after 
purity. I feel that, without a deeper work, cor- 
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ruption will again get the mastery. Have been 
able to believe, and have in some degree felt 
Christ's blood applied. Must live by the moment. 

" 20th. — Soul not spiritual till evening Prayer- 
meeting : but able to trust. God is greatly hum- 
bling me. Preached at Wroughton, Hodson, and 
Swindon. Not much liberty : but some affected. 
One young person promised to meet in Class. 

"Dec. 28. — A series of religious services this 
week. Hope they will be successful. 

" Jan. 19th, 1843. — Scriptures, ' Reformed Pas- 
tor/ Lowth, Latin and Greek. Revival-meeting 
at Shriven. Some decided for God. One or two 
found peace. 

" Sunday, 22nd. — Home and the Station. 
Preaching-place offered at Station. Good Prayer- 
meeting after evening service. 

"Feb. 15. — Some, who have lately begun to 
meet, found peace. 

"17th. — Peaceful and spiritual prayer; but up 
too late in the morning and not sufficiently col- 
lected. At Maiston; twenty-two meeting in 
Class. Society just commenced. 

"20th. — Went to Station to try to engage 
room, but disappointed. 

" March 10th. — Chapel opened at Wroughton ; 
Mr. Wood, from Bristol, preached. Blessed time 
in the evening ; got clear views of faith, and a few 
lifts heavenward. Thought I could believe for full 
salvation. 

" Sunday, 12th. — At home. Preached to the 
young. Good feeling. 
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" 13th. — At Yatesbury. Preached to the young. 
Seven young females and four lads remained at 
Class ; also one old woman. This is most encou- 
raging for Yatesbury. 

" Tuesday, April 4th. — Quarterly-meeting. Both 
Preachers unanimously invited to remain. Income 
good. There has been an increase of fifty-one 
members during the last six months. Some dis- 
cussion about the appointment of Local Preachers. 
I hope it is so settled as to prevent unpleasantness 
in future. 

"12th.— Went to Bath to hear Mr. Newton. 
Met with accident by the way. I took off the 
blind bridle to give the horse some oats; it ran 
away, but I held fast. The gig was overturned ; 
but a young man appeared, and stopped the horse. 
I feel it a mercy that I was not hurt. Heard Mr. 
Newton in the evening, on the Transfiguration. 

"13th. — Obliged to leave the pony at Bath; 
she strained her leg. Felt much concerned about 
Sunday appointment. 

"19th. — Felt some concern from hearing that 
the pony is still bad. Nearness in prayer at 
noon. Felt in the evening how ungrateful I 
have been in repining at little trials. 

" 28th. — Charnock's ' Divine Providence/ Feel 
a need of more submission. Little things sepa- 
rate from God. Prayed about it, and received an 
answer. 

" May 10th. — Peaceful day. Want more power 
in prayer and preaching. Visited and preached. 
Resolved to establish a school at the Station. 
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"25th. — Preached at Farringdon and High- 
worth. H. has married a woman without 
piety; and is offended with me for writing 
to him : this case must be brought before the 
Local Preachers' meeting. 

" Sunday, August 6th. — Scriptures. Sweet 
day. Up in pretty good time, preparing for day. 
Preached here in morning, Broad Town in after- 
noon, Wroughton in evening, afterwards out of 
doors. 

" 15th. — Received letter from , in answer 

to one in which I was obliged to speak plainly ; 
manifests fault-finding spirit. 

" 17th. — Returning home, thought following 
things important at present : — 
(1.) Be willing to be nothing. 
(2.) Guard against impatience. 

" (3.) Lean not on earth ; seek all in God. 

" (4.) Guard against self-will. 

" (5.) Toward be firm in what is import- 
ant ; yielding in the unimportant. 

" 24th. — Third anniversary of wedding-day. 
Praise God ! 

" 28th. — Feel my wants as a Christian, and as 
a Minister, — wisdom, close walk with God, humi- 
lity, patience, prayerfulness. 

" Sept. 12th. — Highworth. not alive to 

God ; his careless example injurious. 

"Oct. 13th. — Soul rather dull, but resting on 
Christ by faith. Broad Town. Good time while 
speaking from Thess. v. 23. 

"Nov. 15th. — Some liberty in prayer; but want 
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more of the Holy Spirit. Visited, preached; very 
few. We want to be quickened. 

"Dec. 9th. — My prayers this week have been 
defective; there must be improvement, or my 
soul will suffer loss. Felt, however, satisfaction 
in public duties. 

" 10th. — Through day, nearness to God. Sweet 
time at the Sacrament at Chiselton. Home morn- 
ing and evening ; Chiselton afternoon. Preached 
on prevalent sins. 

" January 23rd, 1844. — Scriptures, sermon, 
Latin and Greek, Ossian. Humbled. Especial 
prayer for outpouring of the Spirit. Much power 
with God at noon. — At Wanborough. The peo- 
ple appeared to be solemnized. 

" 30th. — Prayerful day. At Wroughton. Hard 
to preach to prayerless people. 

" Feb. 6th. — Good meeting at Highworth. 
Some humbled. Two professed to find peace. 

"24th. — Humbled deeply before God on ac- 
count of want of spirituality. Cast myself afresh 
upon the Atonement, and felt a fresh application 
of the blood of sprinkling. 

" April 2nd. — Mind exercised about removing ; 
but wish to do the will of God. 

"5th. — Preached at home; but want more 
urgency and faith. 

"9th. — Think I have decided on leaving this 
Circuit. Mind at rest. Different circumstances 
appear to indicate who is to leave. 

"May 7th. — Want much more spirituality, 
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opposed to love of the world, either resting in 
pleasure, or anxious about evils. 

"June 15th. — This has been a week of great 
weakness of body and languor of mind ; but soul 
in peace. 

" July 16th. — At Aldbourne at the opening of 
new chapel. Saw Mr. Wilson. The friends wish 
me to go into that Circuit. Circumstances would 
draw to Cornwall. Have left the matter to Con- 
ference and to God. A good day." 



CHAPTER VII. 

EVANGELISTIC AND PASTORAL WORK. 
MARLBOROUGH : WANTAGE : SHERBORNE. 

" Nature and religion are the bands of friendship ; excellency and 
usefulness are its great endearments : society and neighbourhood, 
that is, the possibilities and the circumstances of converse, are 
the determinations and actualities of it. 

*' And when we consider that one man is not better than another, 
neither towards God nor towards man, but by doing better and 
braver things ; we shall also see that that which is most bene- 
ficial, is also most excellent; and therefore those friendships 
must needs be most perfect, where the friends can be most 
useful." — Jeremy Taylor. 

There are, in the life of almost every man, 
crises or junctures, occurring but seldom, and 
separated by wide intervals of time, when a 
moment does the work of years; 



And all the colour of [his] life depends 
On this important now." 



A sentence spoken by a friend, — a page read, — a 
sudden thought darting into the mind, — will some- 
times come with such freshness and power, that 
thenceforth the man can never be again what he 
was before; and an event, decided by that im- 
pulse, may prove the first of an ever-lengthening 
series. After years of intimacy, how vividly can 
the memory picture the first interview with the 
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friend whose character has been influential on 
one's own, whose judgment has guided, or whose 
will has impelled to action ! In Mr. Job's case, a 
friendship formed while in the Swindon Circuit 
determined his residence, and the local limit of his 
labours, during all the years of his largest pulpit 
and pastoral capabilities. Mr. Bush was his new 
friend ; that Mr. Bush who, standing on the White 
Horse Hill in Berkshire, looking on the wide- 
spread, richly-cultured vale beneath, and thinking 
on the moral and religious needs of the dwellers 
in its scattered towns and hamlets, made a solemn 
vow to " take God's cause and Christ's work " as 
his own, sole, earthly business ; and more particu- 
larly to regard that large district as his " special 
vineyard." 

Mr. Bush lived at Lambourne, about three miles 
from the hill of his vow, and nearly equidistant 
from Hungerford, Marlborough, Wantage, and 
Swindon. In each of these places the progress of 
" Christianity in earnest/' as manifested in modern 
Methodism, had his warmest sympathy and aid. 
He was a man of commanding character; quick 
to see, prompt to resolve, strong to do, patient to 
pursue. It was his wont to attend the Swindon 
Quarterly-meetings ; and there he soon perceived 
Mr. Job's worth. Such a man, he felt persuaded, 
was most fully adapted for carrying out his own 
evangelistic designs; and he resolved that he 
would leave nothing undone to secure his con- 
tinued residence in the neighbourhood. An open- 
ing occurred at Marlborough ; and to that place 
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Mr. Job was appointed by the Conference of 1844, 
as second preacher in the Hungerford Circuit.* 

Before leaving Swindon, accounts reached him 
of the special difficulties that would meet him in 
his new sphere of labour, arising from the uneasy 
and disjointed state of the Society at that period; 
and indeed it proved that he had need of all the 
prudence and patience for which he was remark- 
able. But these did not fail. His old friend, Mr. 
Earnshaw, who formed so favourable an opinion of 
him at the Falmouth District-meeting, says, "I 
had many friendly interviews with him while he 
was in the Hungerford and Wantage Circuits, and 
met him several times at public meetings. All my 
intercourse tended to deepen my first impressions 
in relation to his general excellence as a Minister 

of the Lord Jesus Christ He was sober-minded, 

wise in council, and judicious in the management 
of all the affairs of the Church of God." 

In a large Circuit, with many good Societies, 
and living in a town containing four thousand 
inhabitants, Mr. Job found ample scope for his 
energies, and was "in labours more abundant. " 
He succeeded in gaining the affections of his flock, 
and in securing tranquillity during the three years 
of his stay. Nor was he left without the cheering 
persuasion that many, added to the Church, by his 
instrumentality, would be, in the day of final 
reckoning, his crown and his joy. It is remem- 

* For a fuller account of Mr. Bush, see a Tract written by the 
Rev. E. Ltghtwood, and published by J. Mason, 14, City Road; 
also the "Life of Mr. Bush," by the Rev. Z. Job. 
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bered by a friend that he changed appointments 
one Sunday with a Minister from Newbury, and 
that a person was that day brought to God, while 
hearing him preach on " The Guest without the 
Wedding Garment." 

Mr. JoVs early experience as an apprentice led 
him to take a special interest in the welfare of 
young men and women engaged in shops; and, 
during his stay at Marlborough, he saw some 
blessed results of his efforts to improve their 
mental and spiritual condition. In one instance 
the son of a considerable tradesman was savingly 
converted to God, and he became, not long after, 
a preacher of the Gospel that had made his own 
soul glad. This young man, the Rev. A. H. M'Tier, 
retaining a lively sense of early obligation, thus 
writes of Mr. Job : " He was eminently spiritually 
minded and prayerful. Perhaps prayerfulness 
might be regarded as his chief characteristic. 
Often, when he came into our shop, he would be 
silent two or three minutes, evidently praying; 
then he would speak to one and another of us 
behind the counter, on our spiritual welfare, ex- 
horting those who were undecided, and giving 
affectionate counsel to those who were serving 
God. I regard him as my spiritual father; and 
I attribute my decision more to his private con- 
versations than even to his public ministrations; 
and I know other instances of his usefulness in 
this way. 

" In my calls at his house while under convic- 
tion, he would take me to his study and pray with 
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me, urging me to decision. He would often repeat 
the advice, ' Let it be known/ as he considered it 
a great point gained when an open avowal of Christ 

is made I am not his only spiritual child, even 

in my own circle of acquaintance, to say nothing 
of fruit in other spheres." 

But few of Mr. Job's letters to his friends have 
escaped destruction. One, written at this period, 
happens to have been preserved. It is a brief 
note, addressed to his mother, interesting as it 
shows how his love was ever seeking the highest 
good of its object. 

"Marlborough, Oct. 2nd, 1846. 
"My dear Mother, 

" I recollect that I have not written to you 
since, I believe, the week after 1 returned from 
Cornwall; and as I shall be from home next 
week, I must send you a few lines now. 

" Sarah returned from Cornwall about four 
weeks since. She would have gone to see you 
again after I left, but the place is so awkwardly 
situated that it is difficult to be reached. We are 
both, I feel thankful to say, quite well, though the 
English cholera has been very prevalent, and we 
have in the town many cases of fever. 

" Our new Preachers are well received, and we 
have the prospect of a comfortable and prosperous 
year. I have given myself afresh to God for the 
work of another year. 

"\ hope that you find your faith gathering 
strength. I often feel it good to take some pro- 
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mise, and apply it to my own case : such as, 
€ He that spared not His own Son, but delivered 
Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him 
also freely give us all things ?' He gave His Son. 
Why, then He is surely willing to give pardon and 
holiness. He gave His Son for me. He is then 
willing to give me these blessings. He gave His 
Son, freely. Then He will as freely give these 
blessings. Hence it is said, 'Let us draw nigh 
with boldness to the throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of 
need/ This is all we want; mercy to pardon, 
and grace to purify; and this when we need it. 
We need now; God is willing to give us now. 
Let your faith take hold on God's own promise, 
and let it be daily exercised, and you will feel that 
while the body is weak, the soul is increasing in 
strength. Sarah joins in kindest love. 

" I am yours affectionately, 

"Z. Job." 

As the time drew near when Mr. Job must 
leave Marlborough, Mr. Bush urged him to ac- 
cept an invitation to Wantage; and although he 
had had thoughts of removing to a greater dis- 
tance, yet the voice of friendship, pressing the 
peculiar claims of a Circuit with which he had 
already become familiar, prevailed. For three 
years Mr. Job had borne the relation of Pastor 
to his friend, and the mutual liking had ripened 
into a close and strong attachment. They had 
the same moving compassion for perishing sin- 
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ners, the same burning zeal for God's glory, the 
same entire consecration to one business. They 
were alike, too, in childlike simplicity of charac- 
ter, in sound practical sense, in resolute perse- 
verance, and in frugality of words and time. 
Each, moving in his own appropriate sphere, 
greatly aided the other. It was a subject of re- 
joicing to Mr. Job, when, in 1847, he took the 
Superintendency of the Wantage Circuit, that he 
was stiU within reach of his friend's counsel and 
aid. But this joy was brief. In October of the 
same year, Mr. Bush was seized with sudden and 
severe illness, which soon terminated fatally. It 
was his Mend's privilege to stand by his dying 
bed, aiding him by recalling God's promises, 
during a sharp conflict with a cruel foe, and 
then rejoicing with him in the perfect peace that 
followed victory. 

The plans that had occupied Mr. Bush's mind 
and heart were not wholly set aside by his re- 
moval. He left his property to a bachelor cousin, 
Mr. Shippery, who had latterly been his willing 
coadjutor in all good works. For the conversion 
of this cousin Mr. Bush was a daily intercessor at 
the throne of grace for a period of twenty years, — 
years of little hope, except to the clear eye of 
praying faith. But after long tarrying, the 
answer came. And never was inward conversion 
attended by fuller outward demonstration. The 
gay, carousing, fox-hunting, country gentleman, 
whose glorying was in his prize cattle and his 
winning dogs, and whose pleasures were all selfish 

L 
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and "of the earth, earthy," broke through the 
closely-woven meshes of encircling temptation, 
left his native place for a distant home, and be- 
came a retiring, contemplative Christian, relishing 
good books, and only leaving his fire-side satisfac- 
tions for the higher joys of religious worship and 
benevolent service. 

To this gentleman Mr. Job was often indebted 
for the silver and the gold needed in carrying out 
Mr. Bush's schemes of usefulness. 

Perhaps the three years spent at Wantage were 
more abundant in usefulness than any previous 
years of Mr. Job's ministry: it is certain that 
new modes of doing good were presented a*d 
embraced. Not only were chapels built at Chil- 
drey and other country places, and schools com- 
menced at Childrey and at Wantage, but the 
defence of Methodism against those semi-Popish 
aggressions already referred to, — requiring much 
reading on ecclesiastical subjects, vigorous think- 
ing, and spirited writing, — was well conducted, 
and issued in a truce, if not in lasting peace. Mr. 
Job's pen also found employment in a" Life of 
Mr. Bush," and in a pamphlet on " Wesleyan 
Discipline," called for by the disturbed state of 
the Methodist Connexion at that period, 

A memorial sketch of this part of Mr. Job's life 
has been furnished by Mr. Lewis of Wantage, the 
publisher of his " Life of Mr. Bush," and a tried 
friend of Methodism. 

" The late Rev. Z. Job was peculiarly the organ 
of Providence and of a Divine energy ; and such a 
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man is invariably the right man in the right 
place, adapted to the exigencies both of time and 
locality, — the man fitted for his work, the man 
equal to his day, and the man successful as the 
reward of his faith. A trivial circumstance pre- 
vented Mr. Job's being sent to Wantage three 
years earlier; and in that, it has since plainly 
appeared, was the hand of the great Head of the 
church. Had he been appointed then, no doubt 
he would have been useful; but a great work 
would have been left unaccomplished. Just at 
the moment of his reaching Wantage, circum- 
stances transpired to render a day-school on an 
unsectarian footing absolutely necessary. He at 
once saw the difficulties of commencing and sus- 
taining such an undertaking; but he faced them 
bravely; and, like Caesar, who never said to his 
soldiers, 'Itef but s Venite/ he called together the 
few friends which the small Methodist circle in 
Wantage afforded, and acted as their pioneer 
through much toilsome, up-hill work. His maxim 
was ever to be doing something, although but 
small results might promise; to use the means 
within reach, and not to cease working because 
it seemed impossible to effect a great object by 
one effort. He impressed on the friends their 
duty, set before them the importance of the 
object, and encouraged them by words of wisdom 
and hard common sense, for which he was most 
remarkable. 

" The school was commenced ; and it now con- 
sists of upwards of a hundred children, who have 

l 2 
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the benefit of the best practical teaching, at a 
merely nominal charge; whose parents preserve 
their right of conscience and liberty of private 
judgment, and are saved from the alternative 
of conforming to Tractarianism, or letting their 
children remain destitute and ignorant. The 
school has not only been upheld by a gracious 
Providence, but a new school-room is nearly 
ready, capable of accommodating a much larger 
number of children, and very creditable to the 
town and the times. 

"Is not all this a standing rebuke to those 
who spend their lives in doing nothing, because 
they have not the opportunity of doing something 
great at once? They forget, 

( The smallest effort is not lost ; 
Each wavelet on the ocean tost 
Aids in the ebb-tide or the flow ; 
Each rain-drop makes some floweret blow, — 
Each struggle lessens human woe.' 

"Mr. Job thoroughly understood the tactics of 
Tractarianism ; for it had been a subject of much 
study and converse between him and his late most 
intelligent and excellent friend, Thomas Bush, 
Esq. He was soon called upon to defend the 
truth against this error. Himself and one of the 
Curates of Wantage met at the cottage of a poor, 
sick man, who was anxious for spiritual instruc- 
tion, and who indeed had requested Mr. Job to 
visit him. The Curate at once questioned the 
Methodist Minister's right to offer spiritual teach- 
ing to the sick, and Mr. Job defended it as a man 
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and a Christian. He issued three Tracts on the 
subject, fraught with unanswerable arguments, 
which soon levelled to the dust the fortresses 
thrown up, at that time, by the enemy. Take the 
following extracts from one of these Tracts as a 
specimen of his close, terse, and vigorous style: 
' Apostolical succession! What is it? A thing 
that depends on a touch. As the fabled philoso- 
pher's stone was said to turn base metal into gold, 
so the mere touch of a Bishop can make even a 
wicked man a Christian/ Again: s A regular 
unbroken succession has preserved among us 
Ministers of God, whose authority to confer the 
gifts of the Spirit is originally derived from the 
laying on of the hands of the Apostles themselves. 
So say the authors of the " Tracts for the Times." 
The Holy Spirit descends from Christ to Apostles, 
from Apostles to Bishops, from Bishops to Priests, 
and from Priests to the people. Here is an at- 
tempted monopoly of spiritual influence. Divine 
influence is shut up within the chosen vessels of 
the priesthood, and thence dealt out to the people. 
Foolish men! Wiser had been the attempt to 
imprison the light, to enchain the air. " He giveth 
His Holy Spirit to them that ask Him." ' " 

To resume the diary. 

"Dec. 19th, 1847. — Spiritual day: power in 
prayer before preaching in the evening. Several 
felt among the congregation. 

"20th. — Freedom in speaking to the people. 
Saw several persons : some inquirers. Interesting 
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conversation with the Rev. W. Hay ward, a Clergy- 
man who is opposed to Puseyism. Children's 
meeting. Prayer-meeting. 

"21st. — Mind kept in peace. Very delightful 
Quarterly-meeting at Blewbury. Divisions com- 
fortably made up. Good conversation about pro- 
moting the work of God. 

"30th. — Mind calm: not very much urgency. 
Good time at Pawley. Saw Louisa Austin. 
Visited six families and preached. Good im- 
pression." 

Miss Louisa Austin, referred to in the fore- 
going extract, was one of two lovely sisters, who 
were not long divided in death. They both died 
of consumption during Mr. Job's residence at 
Wantage. They had pious friends, were accus- 
tomed to attend upon religious ordinances, and to 
admire Christianity, as exhibited in the life of 
good men. But neither of them came to religious 
decision, or sought a saving interest in Christ, till, 
on her death-bed, the Gospel message brought 
by His ambassador was listened to, and gladly 
accepted. 

"Jan. 19th, 1848. — Power in prayer in the 
morning. Want to guard against hurry in work. 
Letcombe Bassett. Visited and preached. Want 
faith to preach to cold people. Saw Louisa 
Austin : sinking to the grave. Want to see her 
enjoying a more satisfactory evidence of the 
Divine favour. 
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"22nd. — Calm. Good time with Brother 
Lightwood. Must begin afresh. 

"26th. — Nearness to God in morning; power 
for self, Society, Circuit. Taste of purity. Very 
few at preaching. Some po*er. Saw Louisa 
Austin : very ill. Could not speak to her to 
much profit, 

"27th. — Met with Curate at the house of a 
poor, sick man, whom he is in the habit of visit- 
ing. He said that one or other must cease to 
visit the man. Asked the poor man. He did not 
like to say that he did not wish the visits of the 
Clergyman; but I have since learned that he 
wishes me to come. Sent for to Louisa Austin, 
in deep distress. Prayed for nearly an hour. 
She was made triumphantly happy. When she 
was at length enabled to exercise assured confi- 
dence in the mercy of God through Christ, the 
change was immediate, so clear as to leave no 
doubt, so great that it was as from darkness to 
light. 

' Jesus can make the dying bed 
Feel soft as downy pillows are/ 

This she repeated a hundred times; and in the 
utterance of similar expressions she continued for 
two hours, in one unbroken strain of joy and 
praise. It was natural poety, uttered with the 
melody of music. 

" Feb. 2nd. — In danger of being like Martha, 
careful about many things. Hope that my con- 
troversy with the Tractarian Clergyman will not 
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draw my soul from God, nor my attention from 

the work of saving souk. 

• "4th. — Saw Louisa Austin: patient and 

peaceful. 

"5th. — Examined Scripture passages bearing 
on apostolical succession. Mind kept peaceful 
and spiritual. Corrected Letter addressed to 
Curate on Church. 

"6th.— Mind spiritual through day. Morning, 
Prayer-meeting. Wantage, morning and ^ve£ 
ing. Many are under concern for their souls. 
In the afternoon at Childrey : good time. 

" 9th. — Was called to see Louisa Austin about 
one p.m. She asked me to remain with her. 
There was a great struggle between two and three 
o'clock. She said, 'I can't believe/ — 'Pray: 
don't stop praying/ — 'I can believe/ She was 
pleading with Ood a long time. 'Come, Lord, 
help me/ Hendred: Mr. Cooper's lecture* 
On my return Louisa appeared somewhat bet* 
ter. We knelt and prayed, as her spirit was 
departing. 

" 10th. — Day calm and spiritual. More prayer. 
Have been in danger of being too much excited. 
Visited. Heard that the Letter is producing an 
impression. 

"20th. — A good day; my soul has got more 
fully into God's secret place. Preached at Want- 
age in morning. Letcombe Regis, and Sacra- 
ment, in the afternoon. Funeral sermon for 
-Louisa Austin in the evening. Chapel full, and 
good impression made. One young woinan has 
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since felt the burden of sin; and, I think, more 
than one. 

"21st. — Great calmness after the excitement of 
the last few weeks. Soul dwelling in the secret 
place of the Most High. Have seen the young 
woman who felt so much last night: think she 
will come to my Class next Thursday. Visited 
inquirers; among others, a sick man. School. 
Sending out Tracts in answer to Mr. Butler, with 
an attack on Puseyism. Believe they * will pro- 
duce an impression in the town. Met children. 
Good Prayer-meeting. 

"24th.— To Hungerford. Heard Dr. Beau- 
mont preach. Gratified by seeing a few Mends. 
Wanted a day's relaxation. 

"March 15th.— Saw Mr. B. about forming a 
Bible Society. 

"30th. — Very comfortable Quarterly-meeting. 
Circuit expenses met. Kind feeling. About 
twenty-three members increase! and thirty-three 
on trial. 

"April 6th. — Sweet time in prayer at noon. 
In visiting, something like shrinking from plain 
speaking; yet liberty in conversing with some. 
On the whole greater nearness to God. Want 
strength for duty. 

"15th. — Began a course of reading in the 
Fathers: Clement. 

" 20th, — Want much more mental and spiritual 
energy. 

"28th. — H. called to borrow money: could, 
with difficulty, lend. 
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"May 1st. — Visited; children; Prayer-meet- 
ing; four or five young women appeared con- 
cerned about their souls. 

"4th. — Ignatius. — Very profitable day; power 
in prayer morning and noon, and liberty in speak- 
ing, while visiting. Danger of peevishness about 
a few trifles: must be guarded. Visited several 
in order; preaching; Class. 

"9th. — Spent day at Abingdon. Chapel anni- 
versary. Heard , more imaginative than 

heart-searching. 

"31st. — Mind calm. Body indisposed. Hope 
I shall not lose earnestness. Hendred : preached 
with liberty ; gave Tickets. 

"July 1st. — Saw Mr. Shippery in the morning. 
He will continue to visit the .Circuit. Got £10 
towards the enlarging of the school-room. He 
will spend from £70 t6 £90 on Denchworth cha- 
pel. Proposes to build a chapel at Childrey. 
Pelt thankful for the success of this interview. 

"21st. — Power and enlargement at noon. Soul 
on stretch for perfect love. 

"25fch. — Looked over materials for Mr. Bush's 
Life. Went to Sparsholt; saw Miss Bush. Thence 
to Childrey : made inquiries about Mr. Bush, and 
preached. 

" Aug. 7th. — Liberty in prayer, yet tempted to 
anger about trifles. Whether went beyond tempta- 
tion, can scarcely tell. Found comfort in casting 
my soul on Christ. 

"24th. — Mrs. Lovegrove, who meets in my 
Class, came to our house, much in earnest to get 
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signs of the favour of God. We talked and prayed 
with her. 

" Sept. 4th. — Visited members of congregation. 
Find it very important to pray before going out. 

" 6th. — At noon, pleaded earnestly, with some 
faith, for entire purity. Temptation to passion ; 
overcome, I think. 

" 8th. Justin Martyr. — Power, at noon, for self 
and Circuit. In danger of being too anxious about 
Circuit matters. Fear M. C. is not sufficiently 
energetic. Canvassed town about our new school, 
in the afternoon. 

"Nov. 4th. — Profitable season in morning. 
Afterwards felt harassed. Wish that little things, 
especially the disturbance of my plans, did not 
oppress me. Mr. Lewis and Mr. Hart came about 
chapel accounts; Mr. Pecks called; afterwards 
Messrs. Mason, Earashaw, Julian, and Puddi- 
combe. Lost time for preparing for Sabbath. 

" 5th. — Profit in prayer. Not much liberty in 
public. Before evening service, humility and 
pleading in prayer. Want more desire to do 
good, more complete absence of self, more faith; 
in short, more of the Holy Ghost. 

"13th. — Saw the school at Marlborough, — a 
pattern of order : thence to school at Higham 
Ford, — a pattern of disorder." 

About this time, Mr. Job addressed the follow- 
ing letter to a young man whose conduct during 
Divine worship had often occasioned pain to his 
pious friends as well as to his Minister. It affords 
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a specimen of the mild firmness with which this 
faithful Pastor administered reproof. 

" Dear Sir, 

" I adopt this, as the mildest mode I can adopt 
.of conveying to you my thoughts. I have often 
observed with pain your irreverent behaviour in 
the house of God: sometimes you are carelessly 
lounging in your pew ; at other times, reading. 
I have been withheld from speaking in public 
only by one consideration, — a regard to your 
feelings. 

t€ You are a young man of some intelligence. I 
am therefore surprised that your own sense of pro- 
priety does not teach you to respect the decencies 
of public worship. Be assured that a violation of 
these does not raise you in the esteem of any 
whose esteem is worth having. 

"Besides, all thoughtful persons see in this 
careless behaviour an evidence of extreme careless- 
ness of soul about things the most important. 
They see a young man wasting the most valuable 
portion of life, and employing to confirm others in 
carelessness the influence which, rightly employed, 
would be a blessing. 

"I have only to ask of you serious thought, 
calm inquiry, sincere prayer, and an acting accord- 
ing to convictions : not too much to ask of a rea- 
sonable man. This will rectify the heart, and cure 
the evil of which I complain. 

" Yours truly, 

"Z. Job." 
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Indications that Mr. Job's bodily strength was 
scarcely equal to his self-imposed labours, begin 
now to appear among the records of his diary. 

"Nov. 28th. — A day of feebleness. Very un- 
well last night. Profuse perspiration in the night, - 
and head aching severely. Mind calm. Went to 
Childrey ; met children, preached, and gave 
Tickets. 

" Sunday, Dec. 3rd. — Afraid I should scarcely 
have strength of body and mind for the work of 
the day; but did find strength. 

u Sunday, 10th. — Calm and spiritual day. 6f , 
Prayer-meeting; 10£, preaching and Class; 2, 
preaching, and two Classes ; 5£, two Classes, preach- 
ing, Prayer-meeting. Some under concern : a 
great many remained to Prayer-meeting. 

" 11th.— Went to Witney with Sarah. Very 
ill before preaching. Felt some assistance in 
preaching from, 'Why will ye die?' Not the 
energy I wished. 

" Sunday, 17th. — Peace and some faith. South- 
moor morning and evening ; gave Tickets. Charney 
in afternoon; preached, gave Tickets : the Society, 
I thiqk, is prospering. At Southmoor intended 
to preach from, s Why will ye die? ' but did not. 
Preached from Abraham's faith in the morning, 
and John xxi. 22 in the evening. A woman said 
I had been sent to preach her both sermons: 
she stated her case exactly; had been much tried; 
tempted to give up altogether. 

« Jan. 29th, 1849.— Find I have offended some 
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of the singers. Felt a little, but rose above it in 
morning prayer. 

« 17th.— Talked with R. W. and H. Their 
minds excited about the singing. Hope they were 
calmed and more satisfied. 

"21st. — Home and Childrey. Head-ache. 
Body feeble : but still, faith. 

" Feb. 3rd. — A day of sweet peace. Much 
gratitude for mercies. Thankful that Sarah is 
brought back in safety, (after an absence of several 
weeks,) and that we are closely united in affection. 

' When all Thy mercies, O my God, 

My rising soul surveys, 
Transported with the view, I 'm lost 
In wonder, love, and praise !' 

"16th. — Calm and profitable day. Confidence 
at each time of devotion. Sarah and myself com- 
menced our Band- meeting : hope it will do both 
good, and make our union more spiritual. Preached 
at Fawley ; good congregation, and some felt. 

"22nd. — Incapable of thinking, through a 
bilious attack. Very little feeling. Praying for 
patient humility. Obliged to lie on sofa most of 
the day. 6£, met Class and preached with liberty. 

"25th. — Some faith for success of the work. 
Our people are in a low state of piety, I fear. 
Very few at Sacrament. 

"March 23rd. — Visited Buckland; large con- 
gregation in Baptist chapel. Gave eight notes on 
trial, and took six other names on book. 

"25th. — M'Cheyne. Blessed man! I want 
more of his spirit. 10|, Blewbury, gave Tickets ; 
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2, Upton, gave Tickets ; 6, Blewbury, preached 
to the young. A few prayed after sermon. Two 
Classes. A few steady. Hope the work of grace 
is advancing in their souls. We want a deeper 
work among our members. 

"30th. — Tried by discovering that I threw a 
five-pound note into the fire yesterday with waste 
paper. 

" 31st. — Unwell. Mind at peace. Thought my 
little loss of yesterday, and my present indisposi- 
tion, a gentle chastisement of my Heavenly Father 
to try my patience, and humble me. 

" April 4th and 5th. — Went to London. Saw 
Miss Bodley. Afternoon went with Mr. Light- 
wood to a friend's house. Too many hours in 
company. Saw Mr. Shippery. He agreed to 
convey at Childrey two cottages, garden, and 
orchard, and to build chapel. 

"28th. — Polycarp. — Closer union with Christ, 
and greater nearness in prayer. 

" May 2nd. — More mental prayer through day. 
More pleading. East Hendred : visited, preached 
to a cottage full. Formed Class of five. Fear lest 
they should disagree about trifles; they could 
scarcely agree about the time of meeting. 

" 20th. — Power in prayer before evening preach- 
ing. Want an intense earnestness for present 
success. Hope some good was done. 

" 24th. — First time of prayer profitable. Think 
I have more earnestness and faith. While dress- 
ing, ought to be more engaged in mental prayer. 
In visiting, do not think I was sufficiently pointed. 
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"25th. — At noon, enlargement of faith in 
prayer for self, family, Circuit, and Connexion; 
6\, prayer, reading, sermon ; 12, with Sarah, Band- 
meeting; self-examination and prayer; 2, letters, 
sermon ; 4£, Fawley : visited, preached, met Class. 
Fourteen on trial this quarter, besides a back- 
slider returned. Very good work in this village. 

" 30th. — Charney : preached out of doors. Two 
young persons went past, and began to sing a 
song; talked to them afterwards; one appeared to 
feel." 

The three years of Mr. JoVs residence at Want- 
age, though signalized by much Circuit prosperity, 
£, aJ nXi by Lch, and 4 lM 
mental exercise. Tokens of that agitation which 
afterwards convulsed the Methodist Societies were 
beginning to show themselves, and thoughts arose 
as to what was the best course to be pursued by 
the governing power. Mr. Job was not a man to 
follow a prescribed course without being person- 
ally satisfied as to its propriety. He was a careful 
investigator. Every thinker, in seeking to find 
the truth, must always question, sometimes doubt; 
and while he remains undecided, he may incur the 
censure or the sneer of the man of hasty spirit 
and the blind partisan : but when the sifting and 
weighing time is past, such a one holds the 
hardly-found truth with a firmness of grasp which 
he who never questions cannot know. It was well 
that when the real character and motives of the 
self-styled Methodist Reformers were developed in 
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following years, Mr. Job's " judgment after the 
event " was substantially the same as that to 
which he was led previously by thought and 
prayer. Traces of the mental anxiety that ac- 
companied his ecclesiastical questionings abound 
in his diary, and are not altogether excluded from 
the extracts which follow. 

" June 6th. — Mind exercised about Connexional 
matters. Resolved, 1. To get good; 2. To do 
good; 3. To seek correct views; 4. To talk no 
more than is necessary; 5. When called on to 
talk or fight, to do it calmly, without fear of men. 

" 7th. — Mind 'much more spiritual. Nearness 
to God in prayer. Feel determined to have a 
union with Christ each moment. 

" Friday, 8th. — Drawn out in prayer for Con- 
nexion. Much will depend on the manner in 
which matters will be transacted next Confer- 
ence. 6.20. Prayer, study. 12. Self-examination 
and prayer. 1£. Prayed with Sarah. 2. Sermon. 
7£. Left for Buckland. Ten new members, and 
thirteen on trial. The work of grace is begun 
in some hearts. I fear whether others will stand. 

" Sunday, 10th. — Comfortable day. Feel ear- 
nest desire to be holy. Thoughts have dwelt 
much on Connexional matters: my business is 
to be holy and useful. Preached twice, gave 
Tickets, met Society. 

"July 10th. — Peaceful day. Fearing lest I 
should be harassed in making Plan, made it a 
matter of prayer, and was heard. 

M 
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" Wednesday, 25th. — East Hendred. Visited a 
few. Preached out of doors to a large and atten- 
tive congregation. 

" 31st. — Don't think I am praying so much for 
the Conference as I should. Fear lest they should 
be drawn to harsh, one-sided measures. 

"Friday, Aug. 10th. — Thought much about 
Connexional matters. Not so anxious as yester- 
day. Power in prayer at noon. Tempted to 
think God does not hear prayer. What is my 
duty at this time? 1. Get clear views of differ- 
ent matters discussed. 2. Sit in District-meeting 
without fear or favour. 3. Be mild in argument. 
4. Not engage in public discussion without clear 
call. 5. In Circuit and District meetings, check, 
should I perceive it, any overgrown power in 
ruling party. 

" 15th. — Much earnestness in prayer. Mind in 
some degree spiritual ; still not without agitation 
about Connexional matters. Could not sleep. Out 
of bed at 4£ ; walked, prayed, read on S. D.'s 
case. 

" 16th. — Mind not so much exercised as yester- 
day. S. D. Rather different impressions of his 
case from reading ' Watchman/ Required to give 
up the c Banner/ and cease to correspond with the 
' Wesleyan Times/ This, I think, he should have 
done. Also to be censured and become Super- 
numerary. Don't see reason for this; but to 
submit was not opposed to conscience.* 

* The reader ought to know that all Mr. Job's personal sym- 
pathies were in favour of the gentleman to whom the above extract 
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" 17th. — Engaged in a review of Methodism. 
Mind not so much agitated about Connexional 
matters. Nearness to God in prayer at noon. 

" Friday, 24th. — Thought too much about 
Connexional matters when awake before rising. 
Calmness in first prayer. Very profitable at noon. 
Peace in evening. 6|. Prayer, study. 12. Self- 
examination and prayer, walking, arranging about 
Childrey School. 6. Reading; arranged plan for 
the year." 

This plan resembles in its arrangement that 
given on page 84. A few distinctive notices are, 
however, worthy of record. On the second head, 
Personal Religion, Mr. Job says, — 

"1. Seek holiness and deep communion with 
God. Endeavour to conquer entirely warmth and 
peevishness. 

" 2. Many times private prayer : always three 
times each day. 

" 3. Self-examination each day ; specially, each 
Friday, with abstinence. 

" 4. Read Scriptures, &c, spiritually. 

"III. Study. 

« 1. Hebrew Bible. 

refers. He was a Cornishman, born near St. Austle; he had 
laboured in Cornwall with much success only a few years previously ; 
and, added to all this, he was an early friend, accompanying Mr. Job 
on the steamer from London to Newcastle, when he was about to be 
received into full connexion. During this voyage, much to the 
advantage of Mr. Job and some other young men, he enacted the 
part of the Committee before whom they were about to appear, 
putting them through a preparatory examination. Benefits conferred 
at important junctures make a deep and lasting impression. 

M 2 
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"2. History and Divinity of the seventeenth 
century. 

" 3. Divinity of early Church. 

"4. Methodism. 

"5. Miscellaneous; as Magazines, &c, after 
evening preaching. 

6. Enunciation and pronunciation. 

7. Sermons : parables and miracles ; what 
Christ said and did; every Friday, and other 
times when needed. Make thirteen Sunday even- 
ing sermons. Expound every fortnight, on week 
evenings. 

"IV. Usefulness. 

" 1. Family. Family prayer, remark on Scrip- 
tures; pray with Sarah every Friday; speak to 
servant. 

"2. Wantage. (1.) Class: self or Sarah see 
members as often as possible. (2.) Day-school : 
see once a week ; address, as in Plan. Committee 
each quarter. (3.) Visit Society each Thursday; 
preach ; Society -meeting frequently, naming 
minute points of Christian duty. (4.) Meet 
Leaders each month. (5.) Tracts each quarter. 
(6.) Visit inquirers and others each Monday. 
(7.) Preach as Plan. (8.) Think of special 
services. 

"3. Circuit. (1.) Colleague: converse with him 
about every Society when we meet. (2.) Local 
Preachers at Quarterly-meeting : talk about 
study and subjects to be preached from. (3.) 
Leaders : meet, at each place, once a month. 
(4.) Society-meeting, or ask a few to pray, 
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after week-evening service. (5.) Think of revival- 
meetings. (6.) Make Missionary-meeting pro- 
fitable. 

"4. Miscellaneous. Letter- writing to friends. 

"5. Connexion. (1.) Study it. (2.) Write to 
Preachers; propose questions. (3.) Decide on 
course at District-meeting and Conference. (4.) 
Pray for it every day, especially Fridays. 

" 6. World. Temperance. Think of business 
for each day, on previous evening, and then again 
in the morning." 

According to one of the above-named resolu- 
tions, Mr. Job entered into a free correspondence 
with his former colleague and friend, Mr. Willcox, 
whose letters were the means of solving some dif- 
ficult questions, and bringing his mind into a 
more quiet and satisfied state. 

" Tuesday, Sept. 4th. — Very languid in body, 
6 J. Prayer, sermon, reading, prayer. 1. Dinner, 
lay down, looked over book-parcel, went out with 
Mr. Cook, who returned to Abingdon. 7 J. Read- 
ing. 10£. Bed. Poor Mrs. Painter, the barber's 
wife, was found drowned this morning. Was once 
a member. Talked with her last week about her 
soul. 

"26th. — A very profitable day both in public 
and private; able to believe for holiness and 
usefulness. Fast-day on account of cholera. 
7. Prayer-meeting; home, prayer, reading. 11. 
Prayer-meeting and address ; visited. 1-2. Prayer 
and self-examination; tea, reading. 6. Class. 
7. Preaching ; Prayer-meeting : some under con- 
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cern. Mr. Butler, the Vicar, proposed that all 
should join in this, and we acceded. We have 
signs of good. 

"Oct. 2nd. — I have taken a tolerably expan- 
sive view of Methodism. Feel on the whole my 
mind more settled to, 

" (1.) Fully believe Methodist doctrine. 

" (2.) Approve Methodist discipline. Don't 
believe charge of abuse to any great extent; see 
no more liability to mismanagement than must 
attach to every human system. 

" (3.) Believe centralization among us should 
be gravely guarded; but it is in part inevitable. 
Some men are more fit for office than others, and 
will naturally rise to rule, and retain authority. 

"Oct. 7th. — Quarterly-meeting at Abingdon. 
I trust we all left with a determination to devote 
ourselves afresh to the work of God. 

"Nov. 1st. — Thought of rules for Mechanics' 
Institute, and prepared what should do for evening. 
Nearness to God in the morning and after tea. 
Prayed earnestly for calmness of mind in the even- 
ing, and was heard. Feel thankful. A meeting 
for establishing rules of the c Alfred Literary and 
Scientific Institution.' Hope it is placed on a 
safe basis. Thankful that it will be independent 
of Tractarian influence. 

" 7th. — Prepared outline of lecture on the Pro- 
gress of Christianity. E. Austin came down in 
her chair ; prayed with her. 

" 23rd. — My birthday. Took a view of the 
path by which the Lord hath led me for thirty- 
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three years. Goodness and mercy have followed 
me. 

" Friday, Nov. 8th. — Mrs. Lovegrove told me 
that last night, while praying with E. Austin, that 
God would sustain her in passing through the 
valley of death, she said, 'Will He be with me?' 
and then enlarged on Christ's goodness. r If I 
had life/ said she, ' I would devote it all to Him. 
I am ashamed of the life I have led. It is dread- 
ful, — it is dreadful ! I can't forgive myself. I 
don't know where to hide my head ! ' 

"9th. — Saw Elizabeth Austin; she was not 
conscious. 

"10th. — Power to pray for an outpouring of 
the Spirit. E. Austin died. I saw the family, 
and prayed with them. 

"Jan. 29th, 1850.— Read Smith's pamphlet. 
It has given me more satisfaction than anything 
I had read. 

" Feb. 9th. — Talked seriously with E. C, who 
asked our servant to give her something out of 
the house. Fear that there are lax notions of 
morality among our poor people. 

" Sunday, 10th. — Two sermons on family reli- 
gion; some good impressions. Society-meeting; 
thought it necessary to speak about a few plain 
points of morals. 

" 15th. — Degree of discomfort, after awakening, 
for some time. Power in prayer in morning ; at 
noon, nearness to God; able to reckon myself 
' dead indeed unto sin.' Want more of the fulness 
of God. 
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" Tuesday, 19th. — Not much' able to study. 
Liberty in preaching at Childrey. Good time 
while meeting with Sarah. Not much energy 
through the day, from head-ache. 

" March 2nd. — Welch on 'Lay Delegation;' 
Bigg's € Principles of Methodism/ 

" 18th. — Spent forenoon at Mr. Pearce's, Long- 
worth. Went in the afternoon to Buckland. Tea- 
meeting between us and the Baptists. Obliged to 
have three parties, the chapel so fall. Good 
meeting. Pleasant walk in Sir Eobert Throg- 
morton's park. 

" July 10th. — Felt great unwillingness to visit 
Mr. B. of Ardington, who has got his mind per- 
verted. Called on him ; conversed calmly, and, I 
hope, with effect. 

" 13th.— Barrett's < Pastoral Office/ 

" 19th. — Thought of Connexional matters, and 
prepared for Conference. 

" 20th. — Dr. Beecham's r Constitution of Meth- 
odism/ 

"22nd. — Discussed, for an hour and a half, 
with Mr. Parsons, the plans now called ' Reform/ 

" 23rd.— Wrote a Tract on < The Principles of 
Wesleyan Discipline/ Mr. Lewis will print it. 

"29th. — Left Wantage for London. In the 
evening found myself very comfortably lodged at 
Islington. 

"30th. — Up at five o'clock; spent some time 
in prayer for self and Conference." 

Then follows a minute record of Conference 
proceedings, with his own remarks upon them ; of 
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* 

every vote he gives, and the reasons which guided 
him. Much refers to questions now set at rest. 
At the close of the Conference, he thus briefly 
states his opinion of the spirit and conduct of his 
fathers and brethren. 

" Impressions of Conference. 1. Decided on 
great principles. 2. Great portion of liberality 
about minor things. 

" Aug. 25th. — A very profitable day. Reviewed 
past three years ; some thankfulness and humility. 

" 29th. — Left Wantage ; solemn feeling in quit- 
ting a place where I have laboured not without 
success. Believe the Providence of God sent me 
to that place : — 

(1.) To carry out the plans of Mr. Bush. 
(2.) To give stability to the institutions of 
Methodism; (schools and Childrey chapel;) to 
give order and vigour to every department of 
work. 

" (3.) To check Puseyism. 

" I have had the confidence and affection of our 
people ; and much respect from others/' 

While Mr. Job rejoiced in the assurance that 
real progress had been made, his friends wondered 
that so much had been accomplished. " The great 
secret," says Mr. Puddicombe > "is, that he 
attended to Mr. Wesley's instructions : c Never 
be unemployed. Never be triflingly employed. 
Never while away time, nor spend more time at 
any place than is strictly necessary/ " 

As the time drew near when he must leave the 
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Wantage Circuit, he received several invitations 
from other places, his worth as a Christian Minis- 
ter having become more generally known. After 
prayerful deliberation, he decided on accepting an 
invitation from the Sherborne Circuit, not because 
it was easier than any other ; but, on the contrary, 
because there was more work, and, as he thought, 
a larger sphere of usefulness. " From one Circuit/' 
says Mr. Lewis, "the invitation was peculiarly 
pressing, and there were many circumstances to 
render it desirable : but personal considerations 
were never permitted to weigh with him." 

At the Conference of 1850, he was appointed to 
Sherborne. The friends of Methodism there gave 
him a most cordial welcome ; and during the brief 
period of his labours among them, nothing could 
exceed the kindness of those who esteemed him 
" very highly in love for his work's sake." Their 
zealous co-operation gladdened his heart, and 
encouraged him to put forth, if possible, more 
strenuous exertions for the advancement of 
Christ's kingdom. 

"Sunday, Sept. 1st. — Mr. Smeeth preached 
School Anniversary Sermons ; evening congrega- 
tion very large. I had the privilege of hearing. 

" Wednesday, 4th. — Foundation-stone laid of 
new Chapel at Long Barton. Mr. Smeeth's last 
service ; good time. 

" 8th. — 7, Prayer-meeting ; 8, breakfast, prayer, 
Scriptures; 10£, preaching; 1£, Class; 3£, two 
Classes, tea; 5, Class; 6, preaching; 7\ t large 
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Class of twenty-seven young people. Felt the 
necessity of rising above feelf and man to God. 
There is danger, in preaching before a new people, 
of thinking too much about what they think of 
me. I was too much under the power of this 
feeling in the morning. In the evening I was 
able to rise above it. Met five Classes, containing 
ninety members. At Milborne. 

" Friday, 13th. — Felt much to-day a deeper 
need of the baptism of the Spirit. Humbling time 
in prayer at noon. Thankful to be again in my 
quiet study, and able to proceed with work of 
devotion. 

" Sunday, 15th. — A day of busy employment, 
but profitable. 6£, prayer; 8£, marriage; 10£, 
preaching, prayer, dinner, reading; 3, Class at 
our house ; 3|, Class at chapel, tea, prayer ; 5£, 
Class; 6£, preaching, Sacrament. Somewhat in 
danger of getting down to the region of self and 
man ; but, on the whole, my soul was kept above. 

" Sunday, 22nd. — Mind calm; some spiritual 
power, though little time that day for private 
prayer. 6. Prayer; left for Yeovil. 10^. Preached; 
not much liberty. 2£. Visited the School, — not in 
good order ; addressed the children. 6. Preached, 
and met the Society. Brother L. refuses to give 
anything in his Class. The Society does not 
sympathize with him. 

"Oct. 1st. — Thankful that my mind has been 
kept peaceful during the business of the Quarterly- 
meeting. Good time in preaching. At Local 
Preachers' and Quarterly-meeting, some conversa- 
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tion with L. of Yeovil, who made remarks on the 
reading Lessons; thought it bore in the way of 
reflection on the Conference. He refuses to give 
anything. I wished the Meeting to defer the case 
till we had talked with him privately. In gene- 
ral, a cordial and harmonious feeling among the 
brethren. 

" Tuesday, 8th. — [A plan for the quarter, 
closing thus :] Sermons : Sunday morning, Chris- 
tian experience and practice in all virtues. Even- 
ing: preach to sinners; describe their character 
and danger ; demolish excuses ; repentance ; faith ; 
beauty of religion ; Christ. 

" 19th.— Finished Howe's ' Living Temple/ 
What a masterly work ! 

" 23rd. — Peaceful. Prayed especially for calm- 
ness. Good temper in conversing with brother L. 
of Yeovil, who stops supplies. 

" Sunday, 27th. — More earnestness and faith 
for the Spirit. In the evening, pleading for the 
Spirit, which I hope I had in some degree. Felt 
assured that were I more entirely emptied of self, 
God would use me. 

" Nov. 3rd. — If ever I was in earnest, and exer- 
cised faith, it was to-day: but there was not so 
much liberty in preaching, nor such an impression 
among the people, as I expected. 

"Sunday, 10th. — A profitable day. Able to 
give God my whole heart, and some faith for 
others. The people very unimpressible ; but some 
softening and more power and faith among our 
members. 



u 12th.— Feh it a cross to rat Prared far 
mingled calmness and firmness, lore mod fidefitr. 
Prayer heard. 

" 14th. — HoIweJL Good congregation, and tctjt 
regular in attendance. Interesting society, bat 
very scattered. Many young people to whom I 
cannot get access in their families. Arranged to 
form Bible-class. 

"23rd. — A day of peaceful preparation for the 
Sabbath. Sweetness in mental prayer, and in 
reading Howe's 'Blessedness of the Righteous/ 

" Wednesday, Dec. 4th. — At noon, my soul was 
humbled ; but I was able to throw myself on God 
for help in my ministry. 

" 8th. — Pleading, before evening preaching, for 
the Spirit ; still, not so much power as sometimes 
in preaching. 

"12th. — Bilious; not much energy, but hum- 
bled before God, and some faith. 

" Sunday, 15th. — Preached morning and eren- 
ing at Yeovil. Afternoon, visited school and 
three sick persons: one ill of typhus fever. 
Quarterly Collection; some stopping supplies; 
fear brother L/s case will do injury. 

" 16th. — Stopping supplies is, 1. Unscriptural ; 
2. Unmethodistical; 3. Unjust; 4. Intended to 
disorganize Connexion; 5. Tyrannical. Was 
strengthened in the performance of duty. 

" 19th. — Conversed calmly, for about an hour, 
with brother L. He appears decided. I must 
bring the case before the Local Preachers 4 
meeting. 
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"21st. — Talked with R., who has Reform 
notions. 

TRUE AND FALSE REFORM. 

False Reform. True Reform. 

1. Political. 1. Religious. 

2. Aims at power. 2. Aims at holiness. 

3. Begins with find- 3. Finds most fault 
ing fault with others. with self. 

4. Originates in pride 4. Originates in hu- 
and malignity. mility and love. 

5. Injurious in its 5. Good at every step, 
progress, and uncertain though there may be 
as to ultimate good. incidental evils. 

6. Fond of disputing. 6. Fond of praying. 

"Friday, Jan. 3rd. — Spent an hour and a half 
in a review of the past year, and in prayer. Very 
thankful for a year's mercies; felt that my soul 
has made progress, and that my ministry has 
been of some good to our people here; but do 
not know of a single instance of conversion by 
my direct instrumentality. 

" 7th. — Local Preachers' meeting about Mr. 
L/s case. He adduced a variety of trifling 
matters as reasons for withholding all support 
from the ministry. Was mildly talked with; 
but he avowed determination to continue to do 
so, and was removed from office. 

"11th. — Hear that a few Reformers are busy 
here. Felt that promise, ' If ye abide in Me, and 
My words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, 
and it shall be done unto you/ Must have per- 
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feet love, and power in prayer, and then I can rise 
above all. 

"21st. — More faith. Afternoon, visited from 
house to house, in Cold Harbour. Called at 
twenty houses, not members' ; arid six or seven, 
members'. Brother Hayward preached. Prayer- 
meeting. Power of the Lord present. 

" Sunday, 26th. — 6, prayer ; 8, marriage. 
Milborne, Cheriton, Milborne. Prayer-meeting. 
Mrs. E. told me the people thought me proud, 
because I do not visit them enough. Felt this 
a little, as I have made it a point to visit. 

" Monday, 27th.— Very much lethargy in the 
morning; more feeling after. Not quite well; 
slept after dinner. Mr. Gannaway went with me 
to Stalbridge. Both of us addressed the meeting. 
Hope the people were quickened. One person 
professed faith in Christ. 

"28th. — My seasons of prayer have been sea- 
sons of close communion with God. Nothing but 
this can prepare me for my day's work. 

" 29th. — Great feebleness of body ; little energy 
of mind. Such days are not unprofitable; but 
feel disposed to melancholy, and in danger of 
peevishness. Met Mr. Madgia, at Mr. Dingley's, 
about establishing day-school for girls. Went, in 
very stormy weather, with Mr. Stokes, to Bishop's 
Candle. 

"Feb. 2nd. — The morning Prayer-meeting a 
time of great profit. Yesterday felt, if not pee- 
vishness, too near its border. Able to come to 
Christ for pardon and purity. 7. Prayer-meeting ; 
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breakfast, prayer, reading. 10£. Preaching, Gal, 
v. 6; met Mr. Dingley*s Class of girls; prayer. 
2£. Saw Mr. Toogood ; conscious : he died about 
7. Was, in early life, a Preacher ; left ministry 
with good property, but lost all. Hope in his 
death. 3 J. School ; visited Class ; lecture ; tea ; 
prayer ; reading. 6£. Preaching ; Sacrament. 
Much power. 

" Friday, 7th. — Week's work : six sermons, one 
Sunday-school lecture, two Bible-classes, four 
Prayer-meetings, one Class, thirty-six families 
visited. Peaceful day. Various Circuit matters 
would depress ; but able to cast them all on 
God. 

" March 20th. — Yeovil. Special services. Good 
has been done during the week. Three are seek- 
ing mercy. Bilious ; day of great lethargy ; use- 
less as to study. Hope I am learning humility 
and patience. 

" May 5th. — Disposed to be anxious about Mr. 
Dunn's coming to Yeovil; but able to cast the 
burden upon the Lord. 

" Friday, 9th. — Good day. Able to believe for 
perfect love, and to cast my charge on God. 

" 13th. — Mind calm ; some nearness to Christ. 
Thankful that the people, I hope, got good on 
Sunday. God gives me a measure of favour in 
their eyes. May He make me humble and 
useful ! 

" 15th. — Thankful to learn that the meeting 
held yesterday at Yeovil is likely to do no injury. 

" 16th, — A day of prayer for the Connexion at 
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the request of the President. Felt it profitable, 
like Daniel, to humble myself for my own sins, 
and for the sins of my people. 

" Saturday, 17th.— Now studying Isaiah, in 
Hebrew Bible. See more beauty in his prophecies 
than ever. 

" 24th. — Dined at Mr. Dingley's with Mrs. 

, whose husband is a Reformer. Resolved, 

with regard to the cry for Reform, to talk, give 
tracts, and speak in the Society meetings, a little 
at once. 

"June 8th. — Some pleading in prayer, and 
power ; but I want mightier faith. Oh for mighty 
faith! 

" July 1st. — Virgil. Preached at Middlemarth 
to eight people. 

" 2nd. — Quarterly-meeting. Small ^number, but 
good feeling. 

" 19th. — Happened to meet with a letter written 
to Sarah, at the end of my first year's ministry. 
My mind retraced the way in which God has led 
me for fourteen years, with much gratitude. 

" Sunday, 27th. — I feared I should have a poor 
day; strongly inclined to feel harshly towards 

. Agonized with God in the morning, and 

got above it. God has been gracious to me in 
this day's work. He has helped me, and 1 praise 
Him. 

" Aug. 4th. — Blackford. Found the people did 
not expect me. Qot together a few on short 
notice. Good time. 

" 12th. — Had to go through what was to me a 

N' 
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cross,— house-to-house begging. Asked for grace, 
and was kept calm. 

" Sunday, 17th. — Some pleading in prayer; 
more before evening service. Impression upon the 
people generally in proportion to power in prayer " 

The Journal is broken here by a Plan, minute 
as usual, for the following year. I shall only give 
two brief extracts. 

"I. Study. 

" 1. Scriptures : Hebrew Bible on Tuesday, all 
the morning. Each other day, Hebrew Bible and 
Greek Testament, alternately, for forty minutes. 

"2. Divinity: Seventeenth century, and early 
Christian writers. 

"3. Classics, in translations compared with 
original. 

"4. Sermons 

"III. Usefulness 

" 3. Visiting : Fridays, regularly visit members. 
Tuesdays and Sundays, sick and inquirers." On 
another page is a list of forty-five inquirers and 
six sick persons. 

" Sept. 12th. — Saw on Wednesday a woman at 
Milborne who was led to decide for God while I 
was preaching from Mai. iii. 16. 

"Oct. 16. — God has helped me in the work. 
'Have faith in God:' this has followed me. I 
want faith, — not in the goodness of my sermon, — 
not in the holiness of my people, — but faith in 
God." 
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Mr. W. Dingley thus records his impressions 
of the ministry which he and many others re- 
garded as a special gift from God. "Mr. Job 
was, in a literal sense, a thorough Methodist 
Preacher. Every duty had its allotted space; 
and, by this means, he accomplished as great an 
amount of work as would usually be effected 
by two men, besides doing all in the most effi- 
cient manner. He always moved about delibe- 
rately, and had leisure at command, being too 
orderly to admit of hurry. His activity and 
energy were felt in every department of Church 
duty. Leaders'-meetings, which had only been 
convened on special occasions, were regularly held, 
and were soon felt to be interesting and important. 
Not only was the business of finance entered on, 
but the great business of saving souls also. Tract 
Distributors were regularly met, and their reports 
entered into with minuteness. In no meeting was 
he more valued than in the weekly Prayer-meeting. 
On these occasions he usually read some suitable 
extracts from such works as James's 'Earnest 
Church/ and Baxter's ' Saints' Rest.' He would 
then, in short and earnest appeals, lead the people 
to expect present good. He educated his people, 
directing them to pray intelligently, unitedly, and 
briefly. The consequence was that the weekly 
Prayer-meeting was a means of grace looked for- 
ward to with perhaps more earnestness than any 
other. The large Class-room had to be enlarged 
to accommodate the numbers that attended. 

" In the Sunday School, Mr. Job's labours were 

n 2 
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also highly valued. He conducted a Catechumen 
Class, and often gave addresses on a Sunday after- 
noon, speaking pointedly, and aiming at impress- 
ing some one distinct truth on the children's 
minds. As an instance of the abundance of his 
labours, it may he mentioned that in one place in 
the Circuit, very remote from the town in which 
he resided, he found a number of young people 
among whom a gracious work had previously been 
carried on, but who had suffered from want of 
right training in Bible principles. He therefore 
began a Catechumen Class among them, going an 
hour before the time for preaching. This effort 
was followed by a marked improvement in their 
general deportment. 

"As an illustration of his very orderly habits, 
I may name that every particular of his Sabbath 
work was arranged by the previous evening, even 
to the sending the metres of the hymns selected 
for the approaching services, to the young person 
who presided at the harmonium ; so that when in 
the vestry, before preaching, he had leisure to 
meet any emergency that might arise." 



CHAPTER VIII. 



BROKEN HEALTH. 



" For we are glad, when we are weak, and ye are strong : and this 
aho we wish, even yonr perfection." — 2 Cor. xiii. 9. 

It was just when Mr. JoVs mental powers were 
ripening into a fuller development; — when his 
ministry seemed richest in present frartfulness 
and in future promise; — when his modest worth, 
hidden heretofore, was likely to become more 
generally known ; — that the hand of God's pro- 
vidence was laid upon him, and he was called to 
exchange active for waiting service; to tread the 
"border-land" that skirts earth's busiest paths 
on the one hand, and stretches far away, on the 
other, into an unknown world. 

During the closing months of the year 1861, 
his labours were, if possible, greater than they had 
ever been. He was earnestly desirous of gathering 
in an abundant spiritual harvest. Not content, as 
the fruit of his ministry, to witness the increased 
piety and zeal of the Church, he longed to see 
multitudes of sinners converted to God; and to 
gain this end, he taxed to the very utmost all his 
powers of body and of mind. He planned a series 
of special services, not for Sherborne only, but for 
most of the country places. The Circuit engaged 
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a Local Preacher for three months, to assist the 
regular Ministers in this extraordinary effort ; and 
services, at one place or another, were held every 
evening. Mr. Job threw his whole soul into the 
movement : the people caught the glow of his 
faith and love ; and, on all hands, there was an 
expectation of large and immediate results. 

Towards the end of November, and just before 
the commencement of these services, Mr. Job 
caught a severe cold : but this did not deter him 
from going, evening after evening, to some distant 
appointment. Often he would lie on the sofa, suf- 
fering from painful languor, most of the day ; but, 
as evening came on, nothing could induce him to 
remain at home. He would either drive himself, or 
get some friend to drive him, to the remote village 
where he was expected. It so happened that rain, 
often heavy rain, fell nearly every evening during 
the continuance of these services. The change 
from his own warm room to the cold night air ; 
then again, to the heated atmosphere of a small, 
well-filled chapel ; and, more than all, the drive 
back, through soaking rain, in an open gig, 
brought on cough and sleepless nights. Mental 
excitement, and the joy of seeing some of his 
highest hopes realized, kept him up for a while. 
The vigorous and mastering mind, still fresh for 
action, and bent on acting, continued to urge its 
flagging yoke- fellow to injurious, self- destroying 
service : but at last his strength failed ; he felt 
that there was nothing left but to take the advice 
of his wife and his friends, and try the restoring 
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power of rest and change of air. This painful 
story is told unconsciously in the diary. 

" Sunday, Nov. 2nd. — Milborne, morning and 
evening ; Cheriton in the afternoon. Feel thank* 
fill that I have been helped in my labours ; feared 
that I should not be able to speak. While 
journeying, I enjoyed communion with God. 
Spirit of prayer at Prayer-meeting. 

"3rd. — Stalbridge. Commencement of special 
services ; I hope some good will be done in that 
dead place. 

" Wednesday, 12th. — In prayer more pleading, 
and more thankfulness. I want more thankful- 
ness and more faith. 

" Tuesday, 25th. — A day of very little energy. 
6 \. Family prayer ; prayer; reading. 10^. Work; 
prayer. Doing very little; unwell. 4. Yeovil: 
some power in preaching, and some feeling in 
special services. 

" Wednesday, Dec. 3rd. — Some power in pray- 
ing, but want much more faith. 6. Prayer- 
meeting; prayer; family prayer; study; prayer; 
letters, &c. Dinner; Prayer-meeting; business. 
4. Yetminster; week of special services there. 
Some good has been done. 

" Monday, 8th. — This has been a good day to 
my soul. After dinner, visited from house to 
house in Westbury. In the forenoon, a young 
person called, deeply anxious about salvation. 

"9th. — A day of some faith. 5^. Up. 6. 
Prayer-meeting. Afternoon, visiting. Tea at Mr. 



184 CHAPTER VIII. 

r 

Dingley's. 7. Service. Mr. Walters preached; 
hallowed influence. Two or three professed faith. 

" Friday, 12th. — Praying for love to sinners, 
humility and faith. 

" Wednesday, 17th. — A good day; nearness to 
God in the morning. Prayer-meeting; spirit- 
uality and power through the day. 6. Prayer- 
meeting. G. L. called in the forenoon; hope he 
is humbled ; he means to give up € Reform/ 
3£. Yeovil; visited and preached. Thankful that 
there good was done on Sunday. 

" 18th. — Not so good a day as yesterday; more 
wandering. 4£. To Long Barton. Preached, 
gave Tickets. Two backsliders reclaimed, and two 
other persons on trial. 

" Friday, 19th.— Very feeble. Did a little ; not 
much. 5. A few young friends at tea. 7. Prayer- 
meeting. 8. Bible-class. 

"Monday, 22nd. — Much feebleness of body; 
but power with God. 

" 24th. — In bed all forenoon, very feeble. Went 
part of the way to Milborne, but obliged to return. 
Mind too much burdened. 

"26th and 27th. — Days of great lassitude. 
Have been praying that this affliction may be 
made a blessing. Wish I could have rest for a 
few days. 

"Sunday, 28th.— Feel thankful that I hare 
passed through this day. 

' Better than my boding fears 
To me Thou oft hast proved.' 

Milborne in the morning. Mr. Scott took my 
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place there in the evening, and I preached at 
home, with some comfort. 

" 29th. — The whole of this day has been spent 
at home. Mnch better for a day's- quiet. My 
nights have been bad ; may He give sleep ! 

" 30th. — Quarterly-meeting. Thankful for 
strength to go through it. Very peaceful. Cir- 
cuit looking brighter. 

" Wednesday, 31st. — A day of great feebleness. 
Got to the Watch-night at ten o'clock, and felt it 
profitable. 

"Jan. 1st, 1852. — Did a little to making Plan. 
Afraid I am not deriving that spiritual profit from 
this chastisement which I ought ; but had a sweet 
time while lying on the sofa after tea. There was 
a tea-meeting at Charlton; but I thought it not 
best to go. 

" Sunday, 4th. — Went through the work of the 
day with much feebleness of body. Some power 
in evening preaching. Covenant service after. 
Was very weak at the end. 

" 5th. — Somewhat stronger in body. Blackford. 
Not worse for the journey ; but the people did not 
expect me. 

"8th. — At some parts of the day very weak in 
body. 8. Prayer, study, prayer. 2. Dinner; 
lay down. 4.20. Holwell. Terrible storm in 
returning. 

" 10th. — Much feebleness of body in the taorn- 
ing. Have been earnestly praying to God that 
He would prune me, that I may. bring forth 
more fruit. 
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" Sunday, 11th. — At Yeovil and Sherborne. 
Some faith before evening service. Sweet time 
to my own soul at Prayer-meeting, after preach- 
ing. I have been too anxious. To preach the 
Gospel, and that with much prayer, is all that I 
can do. All beyond is God's work. 

" Monday, 12th. — During the night, perspired 
very violently. Meant to go to Cheriton ; but it 
poured with rain after dinner. My mind at times 
sweetly calm. Pleading, in mental prayer, with 
some faith, that God would take my whole heart. 

" 14th. — Mind peaceful ; but body exceedingly 
weak. 

" 15th. — Stronger in body. Went to Leigh, at 
some risk, as it was very stormy. Preached with 
some liberty. 

" 16th. — This has been a day of great weakness. 
From a firm conviction that 1 shall not regain 
strength here, I have resolved to go to Cornwall. 

" 17th. — Rather cumbered some parts of the 
day. Busy in preparing for Sabbath, and journey 
to Cornwall." » 

On Sunday, January 18th, Mr. Job preached 
twice at Sherborne, and met the Society after the 
evening sermon. Many of his hearers were af- 
fected even to tears as they looked on his pale 
face; while he, self-forgetting as ever, pleaded 
with them earnestly, beseeching them, in Christ's 
stead, to be reconciled unto God, The next day, 
accompanied by Mrs. Job, he set off on his 
journey to Cornwall. He stopped at Yeovil to 
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see his colleague, and make a few final arrange- 
ments regarding the Circuit. From Yeovil he 
travelled as far as Honiton, having in vain sought 
for accommodation at two intervening places. In 
his exceedingly weak state, he feared that this 
day's fatigue would prove injurious; but he rose 
refreshed the following morning, and was able to 
proceed to Exeter. There he rested for two hours, 
and then went on to Crocker's Well, where he 
slept. A very rough journey brought him to 
Launceston, on Wednesday. On Thursday he 
reached St. Austle, where, after the weariness of 
four days' travelling, he was most thankful to 
find himself in a comfortable home, and among 
kind friends. 

It was thought that he was suffering from a 
temporary attack of bronchitis; and his friends 
in the Sherborne Circuit fully expected that per- 
fect rest and his native air would restore him to 
health, so that, in the course of a few weeks, he 
would be able to resume his work. Such was also 
his own expectation. But about three weeks after 
he reached St. Austle, these hopes were crushed. 
One day, making a short excursion to Cardan, 
he fatigued himself by going down a mine. White 
returning home, in a gig, the reins snapped, the 
horse ran away, and broke the shafts. TlKHAgb 
Mr. Job was not thrown out, his heaith »uffi*v(l. 
Two days after, a little extra exertion iu wtlkUig 
up a hill produced much fatigue ; awd thai u#iM y 
while preparing for rest, auddeu aw<J wp»/m> 
haemorrhage from the lung* ttWW iu* tr***4«. 
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Medical aid was now sought; his right lung was 
said to be diseased : and it became apparent 
that a long illness, of doubtful issue, must be 
anticipated. 

Only they who hare been placed in similar 
feircumstances can fully understand what simple 
and strong faith, what uncompromising and in- 
stant submission of will, are needful to the peace 
of one who sees the work that he regards as 
peculiarly his own taken out of his hands; who 
knows that his favourite schemes for usefulness 
must fail altogether, or be carried on with less of 
accuracy and completeness than when their ori- 
ginator's zeal gave interest to every detail. This, 
too, while other demands are made on the same 
submission and faith, — an enfeebling and irri- 
tating disease obliging him to set a special guard 
over his heart, and over his actions, lest by 
impatient feeling, or word, or gesture, he should 
pain the mind of kind friends, or grieve the Holy 
Spirit of God. 

The letters that $!*• Job received regularly 
from his colleague, and from the members of 
Mr. Dingley's family, as well as from other 
friends, brought him good news of the results 
still accruing to the Circuit from his own plans 
and labours ; and many an instance of individual 
benefit, kept secret before, was now acknowledged. 
But even these kind letters sometimes came as 
trials of patience. He is reminded that the 
School and the Bible-class must suffer from his 
absence ; and, again and again, his speedy return 
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is affectionately urged. To him, however, Pro* 
vidence had allotted many months made up of a 
succession of wearisome days and flights. 

His habit of journalizing was not broken by 
illness. It is true the record mainly consists of 
notices of the state of his heajth, and of the 
changes imposed by medical advice : yet with 
these are mingled the results of his minute spul- 
serutiny, and frequent breathings after God. 

" Sunday, Jan. 25th. — Some communion with 
God in public and private. The first Sabbath I 
have tern by from work on account of affliction 
since I entered the ministry. At chapel twice. 
Mr. Greeves preached. 

"Feb. 1st.— I think, more communion with 
.God ; greater nearness to God in chapel, and 
more profit under the sermons* 

"3rd. — Scarcely know how to pray. To pray 
earnestly, using words, brings cough. Must try 
purely mental prayer. 

" Thursday, 12th. — Last night, in going to bed, 
began to spit blood. Felt rather concerned. Led 
to examine closely the state of my soul. I am an 
heir of God, through Christ. My only plea, 

' in my hand no price I bring, 
Simply to Thy cross I cling/ 

"Sunday, 15th. — At chapel in the morning. 
At home at night. Sweet time in secret com- 
munion with God; able to commit body and soul 
to Him ; able to embrace Christ in all His fulness. 

" Friday, 20th. — Able to realize my relation to 
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God. Surely my Father will do me no harm. 
Sweet time while uniting in prayer with the peo- 
ple, who, at seven p.m., had a special Prayer- 
meeting for the restoration of my health. Will 
the prayer of faith save the sick? Will the Lord 
raise me up ? I think He will. 

" Saturday, 28th. — Mind low ; body weak. 
After tea, pleading for more faith. Able to 
exercise some faith for that perfect love which 
rises above sin and fear. If I live by the moment, 
I shall retain this. 

"March 11th. — Communion with God in the 
morning ; more in the evening. Sometimes 
tempted to be impatient. Thinking of my abun- 
dant causes of gratitude. 

« 18th.— Dr. Arnold's Life. Want my will folly 
subdued. Hope some progress has been made. 
God has appointed me to € stand and wait/ as 
Milton, and that in a very favourable position. 

" Sunday, 21st. — The appearance of one or two 
specks of blood excited anxiety. Was led to ask, 
Is my will folly subdued ? In prayer about this, 
found good ; came nearer to this point. 

"24th. — In the night spat blood. Felt it a 
time of need ; thought it a trial of that perfect 
submission for which I have been praying. Feel 
thankful that my soul has been kept perfectly 
submissive, and sweetly peaceful. 

" April 1st. — Great nearness to Christ in prayer. 
I want Christ in the heart; and, with Him, I 
shall have patience, submission, peace, truth, and 
love. 
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" 10th. — Some sweetness in my different short 
approaches to God. 

"21st. — Soul kept in peace. Scarcely any 
cough during the day; breathing much easier. 
Mr. Pearce pronounces my lungs better than he 
has known them. Saw a speck of blood in the 
morning; think it was from my throat. 

" 26th. — Kept in a sweetly peaceful and thank- 
ful state of mind. Weak, but stronger than yes- 
terday. Mr. M'Owan and other members of the 
Missionary Deputation called. 

" 28th. — Thankful for this nice retirement in a 
time of need. May I be submissive ! Think I 
can leave myself in the hands of my Heavenly 
Father." 

During this month Mr. Job received a letter 
from Mr. Dingley, enclosing a Resolution of the 
March Quarterly-meeting, an extract from which 
follows: "That this Meeting laments the serious 
affliction of their esteemed and valued Superin- 
tendent, the Rev. Zephaniah Job, and orders that 
an official minute be made of their high estima- 
tion of his ministerial usefulness, everywhere 
apparent in the improved condition of the Circuit ; 
of his ardent desire for the conversion of sinners ; 
and of the disinterested zeal and energy he uni- 
formly threw into every department of his work." 
Mr. Dingley adds, "It will, I am sure, gratify 
dear Mr. Job to know, that during the quarter we 
have had about fifty-three increase in members, 
and about seventy on trial." 
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" Wednesday, June 2nd. — Since the last date I 
have had a severe bilious attack, and for five days 
I was very ill. This attack has left me weaker 
than before. My mind has been graciously sup- 
ported. I have felt again the truth of the pro- 
mise, 'As thy day, so shall thy strength be/ 
Want my will to be moulded into harmony with 
the will Divine. 

" Wednesday, 23rd. — Nearness to God in morn- 
ing prayer, and peaceful through the day. Plea- 
sant day at Carhays Castle, formerly the residence 
of the Trevanion family, now rapidly going to 
ruin. On coming home inquired our way of the 
young Mr. Tremayne, who allowed us to drive 
through their park. Felt thankful for fine wea- 
ther. No harm done to my body, and none to 
my soul. 

" Sunday, 27th. — In private prayer and public 
worship some profit. Want to be thoroughly 
emptied of self and filled with God. Able for the 
first time for many months to go to chapel twice. 
Mr. Greeves preached. When will God permit 
me to speak in His house ?" 

Mr. Job had now spent nearly six months 
under the sheltering roof of his wife's mother. 
Perfect rest and constant medical care had failed 
to restore him to health ; and to the many entrea- 
ties of his kind friends at Sherborne, that he 
would return to live, if not to labour, among 
them, he felt himself obliged to give an answer 
disappointing to their hopes. Change of air was 
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once more advised, and lie determined on remo- 
ving to Padstow, for the benefit of sea-breezes, and, 
as soon as he could bear it, of sea-bathing. He 
was very feeble, and could with difficulty raise his 
voice above a whisper. Many who saw him when 
he reached Padstow, on the' last day of June, 
thought he had come there to die. But, by the 
blessing of God on the means used, — chiefly taking 
cod-liver oil, inhaling the vapour of iodine, and 
sea-bathing, — a change for the better was soon 
apparent; and though there were occasional draw- 
backs, yet he continued to amend by slow degrees. 

" Sunday, July 4th. — Able to attend Chapel 
twice. Mr. Stephen preached two good sermons. 
I enjoyed the services. 

"5th. — In prayer, more pleading with God. 
Walked out twice. Attended Missionary-meeting 
in the evening. A good Meeting. The Rev. G. 
Scott, formerly of Stockholm, was the principal 
speaker. 

" 6th. — Revised part of the sermon on which I 
was engaged the day I was taken ill. Thankful to 
be able to do this. 

" 8ih. — In this retirement I must cultivate the 
gentle, humble graces of the Christian. Attended 
a Prayer-meeting for the first time for five months. 
Found it good io be there. I prayed ; but I feel 
that my chest is weak. 

" Friday, 9th. — Review of the week. In prayer 
my desires have been more earnest and definite : 
have seen what I want, and stated it more fullv. 

o 
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This time of retirement ought to be a time of 
improvement in holiness. I fear the design of 
God in afflicting has been accomplished but 
imperfectly. Want, in general, holiness, that I 
may be freed from pride;— is there no wish to 
be thought clever? — from self-will, peevishness, 
earthliness: is there not too much leaning on 
earth? — I now resume my weekly reviews, which, 
in time past, I have found profitable. — In reading, 
I have made some progress. — Mr. Dingley has 
written, wishing me to return to Sherborne; but 
though there is an improvement in my health, yet 
I fear a relapse. 

" Sunday, 11th. — The Preacher who was ap- 
pointed had left the neighbourhood. , Two Local 
Preachers of Padstow preached : plain, good men. 
They much wished me to preach, but I dared not 
venture. 

"12th. — God has brought me into the valley, 
removed me from publicity: to be emptied, and 
then to be filled. Beading Jeremy Taylor's 
Works. 

"13th. — Note from Mr. Dingley. The agita- 
tors are about to visit Sherborne. I must pray 
about this. The friends wish me to reside there. 

"16th. — Have done something to a sermon. 
Read, during the week, Greek Testament, Hebrew 
Bible, Caesar, Jeremy Taylor, Lamartine's e His- 
tory of the Girondists/ 

"18th. — Made the first attempt at public 
speaking by talking to the children in the Sun- 
day School. 
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"22nd.— Sarah and I walked to Points, about 
two miles and a half: pleasant day, and very bene- 
ficial. Feel thankful for an increase of strength. 

" Sunday, 25th. — Received € Stations ' from the 
Stationing Committee. Mr. Dtigdale down for 
Sherborne, and I for St. Austle, as a Super- 
numerary. 

" August 1st. — More irritation in the chest. I 
must converse very little for the next month ; go 
little, if at all, into company ; not speak in public 
more than praying; and continue daily bathing 
and walking. 

" Sunday, 8th. — Has God laid me aside because 
of my pride? Have I been 'burning incense to 
my own net?* And yet, before my affliction, my 
motives seemed as pure as at any time. 

"15th. — Met Mr. Oliver's Class. Earnestly 
wish I could do something for this place; but 
God denies me the power. 

"22nd. — A greater nearness to Christ; greater 
elevation above self and the world. Mr. Evans, 
from the Theological Institution, preached two 
good sermons." 

At the usual time, the close of August, a plan 
for the coming year was again prepared. Under 
the third head, "Doing good/' Mr. Job says, 
"Very little can I do. 1. Family. 2. Visit the 
sick and a few others. 3. Write for periodicals." 

" Sept. 8th. — My piety should now take deep 
root, that it may be prepared for storms. 

" 12th. — Prayed especially for three things : the 
faith that purifies the heart; power to overcome 

o 2 
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the world, and rise above anxiety; flie state of 
my body, about which I have felt a danger of too 
much care, since Mr. Mudge told me that I oould 
not preach a sermon this year. 

" 18th. — I have generally looked with doubt on 
impressions made on my mind, , or passages of 
Scripture applied with great force, as if such 
impressions were the effects of imagination. 
There are, however, exceptions. I remember one 
in Mr. Bush's case. In different stages of my 
illness, passages have come with peculiar force: 
€ I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of 
the Lord;' "This sickness is not unto death, but 
for the glory of God;' and this day the promise 
of God to Baruch came with much power. I was 
able to plead it in prayer: 'Seekest thou great 

things for thyself? Seek them not; but thy 

life will I give unto thee for a prey in all places 
whither thou goest/ 

" Sunday, 19th. — Disappointed of the Preacher. 
I ventured to make a few remarks in the morning 
for a quarter of an hour. My chest a little irri- 
tated afterwards. 

" 22nd. — Chest worse since last Sabbath. Must 
have perfect rest. My great object, on the whole, 
will be better attained by this. 

"24th. — Studies steadily advancing. My soul, 
I think, prospering. Want to be more like Christ, 
more heavenly-minded. Sunday's work threw me 
back. Must do nothing in public but pray, for 
the next four weeks; must refuse all invitations 
to tea. 
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"26th. — Languid in body. Soul peacefaL 
Class received Tickets. Was grieved to find an 
almost universal refusal to contribute to the Old 
Preachers' Fund. 

" October 9th. — Thankful, after a long w alk, in 
a keen wind, that my chest did not suffer. If 
God will restore my speech, so that I may speak 
in His house, I do sincerely purpose that the gift 
shall be sanctified. 

" Sunday, 24th. — A. day of peace. While Mr. 
Duffil was preaching in the evening from, ' If Thou 
wilt, Thou canst make me whole/ I felt that Christ 
could cleanse the soul and heal the body, and that 
He was billing to cleanse my aoul now. Felt I 
could trust Him to permit me. to speak for ten 
minutes to the children in the Sunday School. 
Announced that I would begin to meet them next 
Saturday. Afterwards anxious lest my chest should 
not stand this. I hope the Lord will give me 
strength. My prayer is, ' Open Thou my lips, and 
my mouth shall show forth Thy praise/ 

"Nov. 2nd. — Met the children at three o'clock. 
Comfortable meeting, and I think without any 
injury to myself." 

Mrs. Job says, " When my husband commenced 
a children's Testament-class on a Saturday after- 
noon, his voice was not much above a whisper. 
He told me it gave him the greatest pleasure to 
do even this in connexion with the Church of 
Christ. I cannot tell you the pleasure and gra- 
titude he felt after having spoken to a coi 
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tion from the pulpit, when his voice was a little 
improved; but he was ill for three weeks after. 
He was most anxious to be at work, and was 
kept back only by the kindness of the Ministers, 
the Rev. Messrs. Payne and Duffil." 

"Sunday, Nov. 7th. — Sermon on vision of 
Isaiah. After tea, power to plead that the 'live 
coal from off the altar* might touch my lips, and 
that God would restore to me power to speak in 
His name. 

"21st. — Without a Preacher this morning. I 
was able to speak for twenty minutes. If I do 
not suffer from this, I shall feel thankful. 

"Tuesday, 23rd. — I am this day thirty-six 
years old. In prayer after tea, I did solemnly 
devote to God my body, soul, and spirit. I have 
especially devoted to Him the power of speech, if 
He so restore it as to enable me to speak in His 
name. I am conscious that I cannot trust myself. 
May He grant me grace for each day, and each 
hour! 

" Sunday, 28th. — Prayed that God would re- 
store to me the power to preach ; but save me 
from making the pulpit a pedestal on which to 
elevate self. 

29th. — Wrote for € Christian Miscellany.' 
Sunday, Dec. 5th. — Preached in the morning. 
Am very thankful that once more I am permitted 
to occupy the pulpit, after a silence of nearly 
eleven months. May I preach not myself, but 
Christ Jesus my Lord ! 
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"Saturday, 18th.— Schlegel's ' Philosophy of 
History/ Met the children's Class. 

" Sunday, 26th. — Afraid, if permitted to preach, 
self will spoil it. The word of the Lord to me is, 
"Thou shalt not seek great things for thyself/ 

Prayed against this Mr. Peters preached 

twice; good influence. I spoke to the children 
in the afternoon. 

" Jan. 2nd, 1853. — Sunday morning. Preached, 
and was graciously helped in body, mind, and 
soul. 

"9th. — Preached this evening. Able to cast 
myself on God before preaching. Tempted to be 
anxious about how I should get on, but God 
helped me. Afraid that there was not much 
impression made. 

" 11th. — Visited a young man in consumption." 

This seems to have been the first of a series of 
pastoral calls fraught with eternal results to one 
whose case interested Mr. Job deeply. He was a 
fine young man who had turned to worse than no 
account uncommon gifts of person and of mind, 
and who was now sinking under a lingering but 
fatal disease. A Christian Minister was not a 
welcome visitor ; and for some time he manifested 
a careless indifference to religious conversation; 
but, won over by the constancy of Mr. Job's visits 
and the kindness of his words, he listened to the 
truth at last. The Spirit of God touched and 
softened his hard heart ; he owned himself a sin- 
ner ; and he sought and found pardoning mercv. 
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Hia conversion to God was the first-fruit of Mr. 
Job's returning strength, to work in his Masters 
vineyard. 

Mr. Duffil says, " There is one event that will 
doubtless make Mr. Job's name fragrant in the 
town of Padstow for many years to come. 
During occasional visits to that extremity of the 
St. Columb Circuit, I was once. asked to call at 
the house of Mr. Oliver, whose son was said to 
be rapidly declining. On reaching the house, I 
found, prostrate on the couch of sickness > the 
wreck of one of the finest young men ever seen. 
Mr. Job had been previously called in to see him ; 
and I perceived at once the fruit of his counsels 
and prayers, in the entire resignation of the suf- 
ferer to the will of God ; in his remarkably clear 
apprehension of the economy of salvation; and 
in his expressed meetness through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus for ' the inheritance of the 
saints in light.' " * 

On the 10th of February, Mr. Job returned to 
St. Austle, where he remained for two months, 
chiefly for the sake of transacting business con- 
nected with his private and family affairs. While 
there, he had a slight relapse. Under date March 
24th, he says, " This morning my expectoration 
was again tinged with blood. The state of my 
chest makes it necessary that I should be quiet. 
I had arranged to preach here on Good Friday, 

* An account of this conversion is given, in Mr. Job's own words, 
in the "Christian Miscellany" for February, 1857; the title, "A 
late Salvation to a young Sinner." 
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and at Charlestown on Sunday ; but I most be 
quiet while the severe weather lasts. — My mind 
is peaceful. I am tempted sometimes to be 
anxious about the future; but this I must leave 
to God. He has led me hitherto as gently as 
ever a kind father bore a sick child." A few 
days later, Mr. Pearce, who had attended him 
in the commencement of his illness, examined his 
chest, and gave it as his opinion, that though a 
considerable improvement had taken place, yet he 
was never likely to resume the regular work of the 
ministry without danger. 

Mr. Job left St. Austle for Padstow on the 8th 
of April; and the next day he called to see 
his sick young friend. He foimd him in a calm 
and peaceful state of mind, most thankful to be 
permitted once more to hear words of teaching 
and encouragement from the lips that had brought 
him glad tidings of great joy. He told Mr. Job 
how distrustful he had felt at first, and how he 
had been led to think, and then to pray. A few 
days after he died, trusting in Christ. 

On the 8th of May, Mr. Job ventured to 
preach twice, not having done so before for six- 
teen months. As he was not worse than usual 
during the following week, he put his returning 
strength to a similar trial on the 15th, when, 
after the evening sermon, — a sermon addressed 
to youDg people in connexion with the death of 
Mr. John Oliver, — he ventured also to address 
the Society. He found, however, that he spoke 
with difficulty,. 
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Having now some assurance that he need no 
longer consider himself a helpless invalid, but that 
he might undertake once more some part, at least, 
of the work that he best loved, he resolved on 
paying a visit to his friends at Sherborne. His 
journal shows with what feelings he looked for- 
ward to renewed activity. 

€S May 20th. — Former part of the day, packing 
and removing boxes. Went out in the afternoon 
on the rocks, and prayed for direction about the 
present journey, and about taking a Circuit. 
Sweetly felt in the evening that God will direct. 

" Sunday, 22nd. — Preached in the morning ; led 
Class ; addressed the children. The people gene- 
rally regret our leaving. 

" 23rd. — Journey to Camborne. Sarah left me 
to proceed to St. Austle. 

"24th. — The District-meeting commenced at 
ten a.m. My case was discussed. The general 
feeling of the meeting was, that I had better not 
take a Circuit for another year. 

" 25th. — Mr. Carvosso preached in the evening 
a warm sermon from, 'Be perfect; be of good 
comfort; be of one mind; live in peace; and the 
God of love and peace be with you/ At the 
Sacrament afterwards, I pleaded to be made holy ; 
and that God would appoint my work, and appoint 
my station. I think that He will. 

" June 1st, 2nd, and 3rd. — Went from Pol- 
perro to Plymouth. Left on Thursday for Taun- 
ton by train ; thence by Kingswell. Mr. Dingley 
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met us. Reached Sherborne. This evening, at 
Prayer-meeting, felt very thankful on reviewing 
the way by which God has led us. 

" Sunday, 5th. — Preached in the morning with 
some freedom and power. Mr. Bustard preached 
in the evening the funeral sermon of Mr. Morgan, 
who died of a paralytic seizure, at Bath, during 
the District-meeting." 

Mr. Morgan was the Superintendent of the 
Sherborne Circuit; Mr. 'Job's return was there- 
fore opportune. The President requested him to 
take charge of the Circuit till the ensuing Con- 
ference. To this arrangement he consented with 
all readiness ; but though the work was lightened 
for him as much as possible, and though his kind 
friends were constantly planning some little ex- 
cursion for the benefit of his health, yet, in his 
delicate state, both body and mind were too 
severely taxed. The Circuit had suffered in con- 
sequence of his own premature removal, as well^ 
as from other untoward circumstances: so that 
anxiety was added to toil. The experience of 
three months' work made him doubtful as to 
the propriety of taking even an easy Circuit for 
the next year, 

" July 22nd. — From the draft of the Stations 
in the € Watchman,' I see that I have no appoint- 
ment for next year. I\elt a little disappointed; 
but have asked God to be directed in His way, 
and I believe it is right. Body better than last 
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week. Studied but little. Work : three sermons, 
two Prayer-meetings, one Class, one Bible-class, 
ten visits, one marriage. 

"28th. — Bather too anxious about future 
movements. Visited four persons. Attended 
Teachers'-meeting. 

"29th. — Have almost resolved to go to Con- 
ference on Monday. Have prayed earnestly 
about this. I would not lean to my own under- 
standing. 

"30th. — Besolved this morning to go to Con- 
ference : but the friends purpose to raise £50 for 
me. Perhaps my way will be open to remain 
here. Heard from Conference. It is resolved 
that I be a Supernumerary. 

" 31st. — Preached twice at Yeovil. Body very 
feeble. 

"Aug. 3rd. — Arranged about remaining here 
the next year. 

" 5th. — Mind exercised about the future. Hope 
that we have now made a tolerable plan. Feel 
thankful to see my providential way. I think the 
finger points to remain." 

On the 19th Mr. Job wrote the following letter 
to his friend, the Rev. A. Puddicombe : — 

" Sherborne, Ang. 19M, 1853. 
" My bear Brother, 

" You see my name stands in connexion with 
Sherborne, as a Supernumerary. I requested the 
Conference to appoint me to an easy Circuit, and 
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thought I would take the decision as indicating 
my providential path for the next year. The 
Stationing Committee thought, as did also the 
District-meeting, that I had better remain quiet 
another year. 

" Under these circumstances I have consented, 
at the request of our Mends here, to remain in 
this place for the present, and to preach twice on 
Sundays, and about once a week besides. They 
had previously decided on having some additional 
help. 

"Since I have been here, I have been the 
Superintendent. The first information I had was 
of the death of Mr. Morgan. In consequence of 
this, Mr. Dingley wrote to Mr. Scott, then Pre- 
sident, who requested me to take charge of the 
Circuit till the Conference. 

"This Circuit has had peculiar circumstances 
to pass through : — my own illness, — Mr. S/s 
case, — Mr. Morgan's death, — and now Mr. Bram- 

well's resignation I hope the Circuit will now 

go on comfortably for the next year. 

" I see you are alone in your Circuit. I hope 
the extra work will do you no harm. You must 
take care of health for the sake of yourself, your 
family, and the cause of God. 

" I hope the financial movement will succeed so 
as to raise £100,000. There must, however, be 
a strenuous effort, as the gleanings only remain 
now. This, in connexion with a general out- 
pouring of the Spirit, would set us right. Let us 
pray, and stir up the people to pray, for this. 
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" Since I have been here, I have had enough 
to do, for me. Next week we go to Weymouth 
for a fortnight. Let me hear from you when you 
can find time. 

" Yours affectionately, 

"Zefh. Job." 

"Aug. 21st. — Much better in body. Able to 
preach twice with comfort, and, I hope, with 
effect. 

" 22nd. — To Weymouth, by coach : pleasant 
journey; found comfortable lodgings. 

"24th. — Nearness to God before I went out 
this morning ; and my soul kept in peace through 
the day. Went by steamer to Lulworth, about 
twelve miles off. Rambled among the rocks, 
bathed, and read. Got home by 7£. Beneficial 
to body, and, I hope, not injurious to my soul. 

"29th. — Spent most of the day in Portland, 
walking and rambling among the rocks. Beauti- 
ful day, and, I hope, beneficial to my health. 

Mr. has published a foolish pamphlet. Have 

thought how I should act. 1. Abstain from con- 
troversy in public and private. 2. Try to fix 
attention on spiritual things; preach much on 
holiness, Christ, prayer, and working for Christ : 
because this suits my body and my mind, and is 
the most effectual way of counteracting evil. 

"Friday, Sept. 2. — Have thought too much 
about the Sherborne Circuit ; not able with suf- 
ficient ease to cast everything on God. Yet a 
somewhat larger measure of the Spirit. — Bead 
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pretty much, and wrote the outline of a sermon. 
-At noon to-day great power in praying for all I 
want in view of the coming year. Felt something 
of renewed evidence of perfect love. Called on 
Mrs. Henley, and saw Mr. Walker of Cheltenham. 
Prayer-meeting. 

"Sunday, 4th. — Heard Mr. Wedlock in the 
morning. Preached in the evening. Not so 
much liberty as sometimes. It is a difficult thing 
to get quite free from self. 

" 6th. — Returned from Weymouth at seven p.m. 
in time to hear a part of the School examination 
at the chapel. Glad to be out of this season of 
excitement. Bad cold. 

"25th. — At Holwell, preached twice and gave 
Tickets. Fearful how I should stand the journey 
at night, and about the weather. God strength- 
ened my body. May this day be useful ! 

" Oct. 3rd. — Went to Taunton by the new line 
of railway. Mr. Blake, homoeopathic doctor, 
examined my chest. Obliged to wait for omni- 
bus ; did not get home till past twelve. 

"4th. — Head-ache. Intended to go to Stal- 
bridge, but it was very wet. At Bible Society 
meeting. Pleased to have the opportunity of 
hearing the Rev. John Angell James. 

"6th. — Sweet time at Charlton. Happy to 
hear that of the young people who joined when I 
was ill, not one turned back. 

"16th. — Preached morning and evening at 
Sherborne. Congregation small in the morning; 
good at night. Mind depressed. Tempted to 
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think that I was not wanted to preach here; 
Able, by prayer, to rise above men and circum- 
stances, and had a good day. 

"30th. — Yeovil. Preached twice; Love- feast; 
. % Prayer-meeting. Much speaking : if not'worse for 
this day's work, I shall feel thankful. Better 
prospect at Yeovil. 

" 31st. — Bodily languor. Tinge of blood again. 
Met Mr. Stokes's Class in the evening. 

"Nov. 1st. — Felt wrong in the morning. Was 
humbled, and came to Christ. I want a constant 
application of His blood." 

" Sherborne, Nov. 2nd, 1858. 
"My dear Brother Puddicombe, 

"You wish to know how I am. My general 
health is not amiss ; but the symptoms about the 
chest and windpipe keep me back from much 
active exertion. I can preach twice on Sundays, 
and once in the week : but if I attempt a little 
beyond this, I feel the effects. There has been 
frequently lately expectoration tinged with blood, 
not, I believe, from the lungs, but from the 
throat. I should feel very glad if all these symp- 
toms would disappear, but must be thankful that 
I am no worse. In addition to preaching three 
times, I visit, meet a Class on Mondays, and a 
Bible-class on Fridays 

"In the Circuit our prospects are fair. Mr. 
Avery is a good Preacher. Mr. Addison is an. 
excellent young man and a good Preacher. I 
think that he is our popular man. I follow in 
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the rear. The congregation* here are better than 
they have ever been; the chapel is well filled 
morning and evening. The tone of feeling among: 
the members is not so high as I have known it. 
We want nothing bnt more Divine power to in- 
sure success; our great want everywhere. The 
Extension Fund will do much to set us right 
financially : but holy power m our great want. 

" I am very thankful that you axe able to get 
through your work. I am felly convinced that 
if we labour with suitable dependence on God, it 

will be with success. I hope ta hear from you 

soon. Mrs. Job is well, and joins in kindest 
regards to Mrs. Pudd&combe. 

" Yours affectionately, 

"Zeph. Job." 

" Dec. Sthv — My mind is sometimes depressed 
about the state of my body. I am sometimes 
afraid that I shall have to desist from pleaching. 
Remained within doors: all day. Class in. the 
evening ; hope there is some little quickening. 

**7th.i — Not very much, in earnest. Had a 
blister on my throat. Tea-meeting at seven. 

"10th. — Nearness to God in prayer. Have 
been praying for more power to pray. Think I 
feel something of the 'perfect love' that 'casteth 
out fear/ 

"Sunday, 11th. — Preached twice at Sherborne. 
Thankful for more power to speak than I ex- 
pected. God helped me. 

" 12th. — Better to-day thm I expected to feel ; 

p 
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thankful for this. Sweet time in secret prayer 
after tea. Good Class-meeting. Our Classes are 
advancing. 

" 16th. — Not much faith ; want more. I must 
be looking to Jesus. Meant to have spent most 
of this day in visiting ; but it was wet and cold. 
Did not like to be disappointed in my plans. 
Afternoon, looking over sermons. Mr. and Mrs. 
Dingley and Miss Pearce came to tea. Evening : 
Prayer-meeting; Bible-class. 

"20th. — In prayer more following after God; 
hence more assisted in duties : but still back- 
wardness in visiting. 

" 21st. — A very useless day ; headache and 
general unfitness for action. This is to try 
patience. 

" 22nd. — In the evening a meeting of Prayer- 
leaders at Mr. Dingley*s, to converse about the 
work of God. Conversation free, and I hope con- 
ducive to good. 

"Saturday, 31st. — Greater nearness to God. 
Body something better. Mem.: Not to preach 
more than three times a week for the next three 
months, and to visit only six hours in the week. 
I think this prudence and duty. 

"Jan. 1st, 1854. — Preached twice at Yeovil. 
Voice feeble. I want more Divine power, and 
I must get it. But this was a profitable day. 
Thinking what I want most for the coming year. 
(1.) Submission to God's will, especially as to my 
health. (2.) Trust. Must give away £10, if able 
to take a Circuit and continue my work. I think 
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God will give me strength. May it be used for 
Him! 

"3rd. — Body better; less irritation in the 
throat. Snowy day ; remained within doors. 
Sometimes I am perplexed between the proper 
care I owe to myself, and active duty; but I 
must keep within prescribed limits, at least for 
three months. Mr. Avery preached in the even- 
ing from John xv. 1-3. The subject was in har- 
mony with my thoughts to-day. It is just two 
years since I was taken ill; subjected to a dis- 
cipline such as I never had before. Am I really 
improved ? I must endeavour to gain deeper 
humility, more heavenly-mindedness and spirit- 
uahty, more faith, more submission to God's will, 
— all arising from deeper communion with God. 

" Sunday, 15th.— Had to hasten to Stalbridge 

in the morning. Mr. refused to take the 

appointment. Felt strong in the morning, but 
exhausted by night. Some assistance. . 

"16th. — Very languid in body; throat ulcer- 
ated. Had again thoughts of giving up the 
ministry. Frayed about this, especially in Class. 

" 18th.— Sent a Tract to the Monthly Tract 
Society; and wrote to the editor of a new peri- 
odical. Have thought I must do something in 
the way of writing. 

"21st. — Have done but little to-day. Throat 
still ulcerated. Must have rest for a few weeks. 
May God direct our path ! 

" 22nd. — Preached twice at Sherborne. Voice 
better than I expected. Did not intend to preach 

p 2 
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more than once. Mr. Dingley gave out the 
hymns and prayed. I trust that there was some 
good impression. 

"Feb. 21st.— Saw Dr. Hitchman. He thinks 
that I shall never do the full work of a Preacher 
but at the peril of life. My thoughts much 
engaged about our movements for next year. I 
don't think that I shall take a Circuit." 

About this time Mr. Job wrote as follows to 
Mr. Puddicombe : — 

"My dear Brother, 

"I feel pleased that you are to some extent 
recovered from your indisposition. Health is in- 
deed a blessing, whose value we know not. till we 
lose it. Existence passes on heavily, and almost 
uselessly, amid feebleness and pain. I hope to be 
able to take an easy Circuit, if such a one can be 
found; but sometimes I fear 1 must be. a Super- 
numerary for life. What principally affects me 
is a chronic inflammation in the larynx, whiet 
directly interferes with speech. If, however, you 
know of any Circuit likely to suit me, I shall 
feel glad to be told of it. My general health is 
tolerable, though by no means so strong as 
formerly. Perhaps I have passed through the 
severe weather as well as I can expect. 

" In the Circuit we are quiet ; but there is not 
much onward movement. The great and general 
want is a want of power. This, I suppose, is the 
want throughout the Connexion. 



BROKEN HEALTH. 213 

'"Gold and the Gospel' I have read; and I 

haTe preached on the subject. Have you ? 

" Yours affectionately, 

"Zeph. Job." 

Early in April, Mr. Job made up his mind to 
seek a location as Supernumerary for the coining 
year, where the claims on his strength would be 
less numerous than at Sherborne. While there, 
in the scene of his former greatest activities, it 
seemed to him impossible to withhold himself 
from attempting to do more than was prudent. 
Accordingly, he sent an advertisement for inser- 
tion in the "Watchman" newspaper. It is an 
interesting fact, that the immediate answer was 
no dry, official note, stating the usual charge, but 
the outpouring of a warm heart. The young man 
who, at that time, was occupied in the advertising 
department of the office, wrote to tell Mr. Job with 
what joy he recognised the handwriting of him 
whom he gladly owned as his father in the Gospel. 

A large number of invitations from different 
Circuits soon called for Mr. Job's consideration 
and choice. How he decided appears from the 
following letter to his friend, Mr. Puddicombe* 

" Trowbridge, District-Meeting, 
"May 17 th, 1854. 
"My dear Brother, 

"I have very little business in this Meeting, 
and therefore employ myself in writing to one 
or two friends. 
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"The advertisement in the € Watchman * was 
mine. It has involved me in an immense amount 
of correspondence. I have had correspondence 
with eighteen Circuits in Scotland, Wales, Eng- 
land, Alderney, and France. I have at last en- 
gaged with Mr. Parmer to reside at Arthington, 
in Yorkshire, in the Otley Circuit, where he lives 
during the summer months, and where he wishes 
to secure the services of a Supernumerary. The 
air is, I suppose, cold; but, they say, very pure 
and dry. If so, I hope it will agree with 
health. I shall be freed from exposed and night 
journeys. 

" Our friends at Sherborne did not kndw of my 
advertisement ; and, when they found it out, were 
very anxious for me to remain. A few assembled 
last week, at breakfast, to converse about this; 
and eight persons engaged to raise among them- 
selves £40 for the next year. This was noble and 
kind, and their kindness perplexed me. But the 
journeys in the Sherborne Circuit are too long 
and too much exposed in winter. Our present 
arrangements have occasioned much thought. I 
hope that God does guide me, and that He will 
enable me to do some good. The District 
advises that I remain a Supernumerary another 
year. 

"In this District there is a decrease of three 
hundred and forty-four. There are on trial two 
hundred and fifty-three. In our Circuit, there is 
a small increase, with a good number on trial. 
The N Preachers remain, and the Circuit is com- 
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fortable. I feel glad that you are making some 
progress in your Circuit. 

" Yours affectionately, 

"Zeph. Job." 

Mr. Job's decision was greatly regretted by the 
Society at Sherborne, who esteemed him as highly 
as they loved him cordially. 

The Rev. E. Addison, who was travelling in 
that Circuit when Mr. Job left for Yorkshire, 
says, "His conduct to his colleagues was highly 
honourable. His judgment was very sound. 
Though naturally retiring, yet was he uncom- 
promising in regard to holding up the truth, and 
rebuking anything wrong. He was a laborious 
Pastor, diligent in visiting the members; and 
he had a restless desire to see the work of God 
prosper." 



CHAPTER IX. 

LAST DAYS. 

" He had eyes lifted up to heaven, the best of books in has hand, the 
law of truth was written upon his lips, the world was behind his 
back ; he stood as if he pleaded with men, and a crown of gold 
did hang oyer his head." — John Bunyan. 

Arthington is the seventeenth of the twenty- 
five preaching-places under the pastoral care of 
two Ministers appointed to the Otley Circuit. 
When my father went to reside there in 1853, he 
found that these Ministers were in the habit of 
visiting the village only once a fortnight, on a 
Thursday evening ; and that the Sunday services 
were confined to a sermon from a Local Preacher 
at the inconvenient and sleepy hour of two o'clock, 
and a Prayer-meeting at seven. The place of 
meeting was a lowly cottage, with stone floor and 
open roof of tile, ill-lighted, worse- ventilated, and 
so small that those worshippers who were not to 
be deterred from regular attendance by the fear 
of heat in summer and of cold in winter, could 
not always find room to stand, even about the 
door. He was soon led to regard it as a duty 
binding upon him, for the sake of his own family, 
of the fifty resident Methodist people, and of those 
other neighbours who were, or would be, willing 
hearers, to seek a better place of worship, more 
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abundant pulpit ministrations, and, above all, pas- 
toral oversight. These objects were secured early 
in 1854. A stone-built barn was converted into a 
respectable school-bouse, by William Sheepshanks, 
Esq., who kindly permitted its use as a chapel 
also ; and Mr. Job eame to reside among us. It 
was arranged with the Otley Superintendent, that 
the Local Preachers, whose services had been 
most welcome for many years, should not be dis- 
placed. They still continued to preach once on 
Sunday, while in the evening the pulpit was occu- 
pied by Mr. Job, or one of the Circuit Ministers. 

We were all prepared to receive our new Pastor 
gladly ; for, though none among us knew him per- 
sonally, yet we had heard that he was an excellent 
man, and a good preacher. We soon felt that 
these words but half expressed his worth. From 
the day of his coming among us till the day of his 
sudden and unlooked-for removal, our esteem grew 
with our increased knowledge of his character and 
qualifications. He was exactly suitei%to our 
needs; while a village life, with its little round 
of duties, seemed not an inappropriate sphere for 
one in his enfeebled state of health. It was 
arranged that he should confine his attention 
chiefly to Arthington and a few adjacent villages, 
and that long walks and night journeys should be 
almost wholly avoided. We were not long, how- 
ever, in perceiving that his own ardent desire to 
be useful would lead him to imprudent exertions. 
To do just what was stipulated for, — simply, to 
meet the expectations of others, — was not his rule 
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of action. His engagement was to preach twice 
on the Sunday and once in the week; to visit as 
his strength permitted; and to take charge of 
certain Bible-classes, during the winter months. 
But long before the winter came, he had gathered 
together a children's Class at Bramhope, and a 
Society Class at Pool. On a Sunday, too, he 
would sometimes preach three times, in spite of 
advice and remonstrance. It was quite as difficult 
to dissuade this zealous Minister from doing too 
much, as it is to urge a torpid nature to the work 
that duty says admits of no delay. 

Devoted to the one business of saving souls, and 
strict in keeping guard over his own heart as his 
journal shows him to have been, it must not be 
supposed that he was, in society, either a severe 
censor, or an ungenial companion. He was, in- 
deed, like Bunyan's model Minister, "a very grave 
person;" but he possessed in large measure "that 
most excellent gift of charity;" his heart re- 
sponded to all that was praiseworthy in others, 
and his eye passed rapidly from what he saw to be 
wrong in them to the scrutiny of his own conduct 
and motives. He had, too, a child's simplicity 
of aim, and a child's freshness of feeling. Life's 
common blessings were taken with a grateful 
hand, and life's little pleasures were keenly 
relished, — as his hearty and joyous laugh would 
sometimes tell. He was a firm and constant 
friend. Even when most deeply interested in his 
Yorkshire circle of cares and duties, he remem- 
bered those with whom he had been formerly 
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associated, and was ready to promote their wel- 
fare, as opportunity occurred. 

His diary still presents, though in rapid touches, 
the best picture of his life. 



c< 



June 11th. — Finished my preaching in Sher- 
borne; two sermons, and met the Society with 
tolerable comfort. O that I could preach more 
simply for Christ! I pray for this, and try. I 
must do it. The vows of the Lord are upon me. 

" 13th. — Went to Wantage. Arrived in safety 
at our friend Mr. Lewis's. 

"20th. — Went to Lamborne with Mr. Lewis. 
Visited Childrey School. 

"Monday, 26th. — Went from Wantage to 
London. 

" 27th.— Visited the Crystal Palace at Syden- 
ham. 

" 28th. — Left London for Arthington. Arrived 
at Bramhope about six p.m. Entertained at the 
comfortable house of the Misses Walker. 

" Saturday, July 1st. — Meditation and prayer 
profitable. Our journey has on the whole been 
pleasant, and, I hope, beneficial to health. Have 
some fear that my present station may be too cold 
for me. 

"Thursday, 6th. — Dined at Arthington, and 
preached in the evening. Hope 1 shall feel at 
home. I had comfort in preaching. 

" 7th. — Spent most of the day at Otley with 
Messrs. Catton and Harris; arranged about my 
work. 
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" Monday, 10th. — Missionary meeting at Arl- 
ington; collection more than £21. Dined at Mr. 
Farmer's. My mind, I think, stayed on. God. 
I fear the dissipation of company. 

"Thursday, 13th. — God granted me assistance 
in visiting. Some liberty, though visiting strangers. 
Saw most of the members at Arthington. 

"23rd. — Heard Brother Gill in the morning. 
Preached at Arthington afternoon and evening; 
met the Society. God assisted, and I hope there 
was some impression. 

"25th. — 1 think increased power in prayer at 
noon. I want a constant evidence of perfect sin- 
cerity; must walk in the Spirit, and after the 
Spirit. 

"28th. — Preaching at Bramhope. Pew pre- 
sent, as the fine weather keeps them employed 
about the hay harvest. One man said, c He 's a 
rare good talker that 's come among us/ 

" August 2nd. — Finished and sent an article to 
the ' Miscellany/ on, ' The Holy Spirit the great 
Need of the Church/ 

"5th. — Some simplicity in approaching to 
God; liberty in praying for the morrow. Two 
things I must attend to; they are within my 
reach. For these I am responsible; these I can 
secure, because they are independent of men and 
circumstances. (1.) I must preach the Gospel. 
(2.) I must preach with the Holy Ghost. 

" Sunday, 6th. — At Otley. Preached witfr 
some comfort and power. 

13th. — Morning at Pool; evening at Arthing-* 



a 



LAST DAYS. 221 

ton. Feel thankful for some acceptance with the 
people. I must use this as a gift from God. 

" 24th. — This day Sarah and I have been mar- 
ried fourteen years* God has gone before us and 
gently cleared our way. The last two years hare 
been years of affliction ; but He has made it light. 

"Sept* 5tb. — Spent the day at Arthimgton, 
endeavouring to arrange about seat-lettings i» the 
new chapel. Hope this matter will be comfort- 
ably arranged. Found some elements of discord 

among them. Brothers and are not 

one, as I wish. 

"8th. — I think more communion with God. 
This brightens and invigorates every other duty. 
Children's meeting. There is something very 
interesting about these children. Prayer-meeting. 

"12th and 13th.— Poorly ; did but little. 
Wrote and sent a Tract ta the Monthly Tract 
Society. 

"15th. — Spent the day at Woodhouse Grove. 
The President, the Rev. John Farrar, preached an 
excellent sermon from, ' A child left ta himself 
bringeth his father to shame/ 

"20th. — Mind kept in peace. Prayed that I 
might not be drawn off from God in company ; I 
think the prayer was heard. Morning, study; 
afternoon, met Class at Pool, Dined at Mr. 
Farmer's; met Mr. and Mrs. Thomas, who have 
been, for twenty-six years, in the Friendly 
Islands. 

"21st. — Not so much collectedness in prayer, 
though some melting in the evening. Feel thankful 
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that God has given me favour in the eyes of this 
people; but I must be humble. 

"25th. — Quarterly-meeting; a kindly feeling 
prevailed. Vote of thanks to Mr. Farmer for 
introducing me to the Circuit. 

" 26th. — Tea at Mr. Myers's, who had invited 
his Class to tea. I hope that the meeting was 
profitable. Called at the inn ; saw Mrs. Butter- 
worth, who has had an accident on the railway. 

" 27th. — I am trying to live in the will of God. 
This is holiness, I believe. I want more power to 
speak for God. 

"Oct. 3rd. — God helped me in visiting. I 
must always pray before visiting. Called at Old 
Bramhope on our own people, and on several 
others, and gave tracts. 

"Friday, 6th.— The Quarterly Fast. Day for 
special prayer throughout the Connexion. I 
brought many things before God, — myself, my 
ministry, my own little sphere of labour, our 
Connexion, — I hope, with some faith; but I was 
rather languid in body and mind. 

"20th. — We have spent a few days with Mr. 
and Mrs. Lightwood in Leeds. I was present at 
most of the services of the Missionary Anniver- 
sary. On Tuesday, I dined at Mr. John Bur- 
ton's. I am glad to get out of the smoke of 
Leeds, though I was delighted with the meetings. 
Collection nearly £2,000. Poorly throughout the 
day. Mr. Sanderson gave us an address about 
India, at Arthington. 

"21st. — Absence from home is generally at- 
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tended with loss of time for private prayer : hence 
not so much nearness to God, though I felt 
profit in the meetings, and my mind was kept in 
company. 

"31st. — Morning, invited to breakfast at Mr. 
Farmer's ; met Mr. Arthur ; expected to meet Mr. 
Ray, but he had left early. 

"November 3rd. — Visited a few. Conversed 
with Miss M., who is under good impressions. 

"Monday, 6th. — [Here follows a long account 
of an investigation affecting the character of a 

member of Society at .] Preached at 

Bramhope." 

The case here referred to caused Mr. Job much 
anxiety for many weeks, not so much on account 
of the man whose conduct led to the inquiry, as 
of the low state of moral feeling among many 
members of Society, which that inquiry revealed. 
Although a charge of flagrant sin was fully 
proved, yet the Class-leader of the offender did 
his best to screen him from blame; and he being 
sustained by several others, the issue of the affair 
seemed to be for some time doubtful. Mr. Job 
took the utmost pains, from the pulpit, and in 
private conversation, to arouse to right action the 
obtuse and uninstructed consciences of a part of 
his flock ; while he gave scriptural encouragement 
to those who felt with him, and who trembled for 
the safety of a Church which was not " first pure." 
He did succeed, at last, in obtaining a sentence 
of suspension from church-membership for three 
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months against the guilty man; and thus he 
gained for himself the ill-will of many who had 
heretofore spoken well of hinj. In all other parts 
of the Circuit, he was welcomed as a messenger 

from God ; but when he went to , the chapel 

was almost forsaken. One hopes that such eases 
as this are rare in any Christian Church. It 
shows, however, the importance of good shepherd- 
ing. The visits of the Preachers to this place had 
been as infrequent as to Arthington. A few peo- 
ple, awakened under occasional sermons, and then 
left to themselves, are no* likely to add ta their 
faith knowledge. When pastoral visits are> ef 
necessity, few, the choice of suitable Class-leaders 
is of incalculable importance. 

"Wednesday, 15th. — Not much power in 
prayer. Wrote for the ' Christian Miscellany/ 
I feel thankful that I am able to do a little good 
in this way. Met my Class- at Pbol. 

"17th. — Very interesting- meeting of the Arth- 
ington Society, at Mr. Farmer's. Messrs. Catton 
and Harris present. I hope that there is a very 
good feeling among the members. 

" 20th. — First of special services at Otley. 

"23rd. — This day thirty-eight years of age. 
The evening service I think effective. Mr. Wil- 
kinson preached. 

" 25th. — Removed to Arthington' Hall. Thank- 
ful to find ourselves so comfortably located." 

By the arrangement here indicated, Mr. Job 
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was placed in the midst pf his work, and sheltered, 
during the winter, from iflbe keen winds to which a 
continued residence at Bramhope would have ex- 
posed him. The Society and Bible-classes came 
to him to be met; he was within five minutes' 
walk of the Arthington chapel, and, for his longer 
journeys, he had the use of a pony. This little 
creature was a great favourite with him, as it 
carried him to many an appointment which, in 
the severe weather, he must otherwise have 
omitted ; and for its occasional faults he had 
always a ready excuse. 

" Dec. 3rd. — Preached at Pool in the morning, 
and at Arthington in the evening, with some pow&\ 
Met Brother Myers's Class : in a good state. 

"17th. — 'Life of Chalmers/ In prayer, some 
power for next week. Afternoon at Bramhope; 
examined the Sunday-school children. Evening 
at Arthington. Commencement of special ser- 
vices. Weather very rainy and stormy, and 
congregation small. 

"18th. — Went to the station; called at some 
houses, gave tracts, and invited the people to the 
special services. Heard Mr. Carr. 

" 19th. — Power to pray for the discharge of 
this day's duties, — visiting people from house to 
house, — a work for which I am entirely unfit; 
Visited through the village, with John Myers. 

"20th. — Want more faith; still had some 
faith for the people. Evening, Mr. Lightwood 
preached. Subject: The Syrophenician woman. 
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"29th. — Some sincerity, but a good deal of 
sluggishness; the bod/ is a clog to the soul. 
Better in body and soul at and after Class. 
Mrs. J. gave a clear account of her experience. 
She was in much distress all Saturday night; 
not willing to remain at the Lord's Supper; dis- 
tressed all night till about six a.m., when a sweet 
calm came oyer her mind. Can now read her 
Bible and Hymn-book differently. 

" Sunday, 31st. — OtJey. Afternoon at the 
Love-feast ; a good time. The people spoke well. 
Evening, preaching. Annoyed by the organist 
and singers endeavouring to show off. 

" Monday, Jan. 1st, 1855. — Quarterly-meeting 
at Otley. Tea-meeting at Arthington ; spun out 
to an unwarrantable length. It would otherwise 
have been a good meeting. 

"2nd. — Comfortable time with two Bible- 
classes. 

"Friday, 5th. — Have asked myself what defects 
in my Christian character I either feel, or have to 
guard against. 1. Love of praise; 2. Backward- 
ness to converse about religion; 3. Anxiety about 
my future circumstances; 4. Too much severity; 
5. Peevishness if my own plans are interfered 
with; 6. Love of ease. Much cause of thank- 
fulness through the year. God's providence has 
gone before us. I have now more strength of 
body than I had twelve months ago. At noon 
I experienced very sweet enlargement of heart, 
and renewed the dedication of myself to God. 
Morning, Histoire de France; revising sermons* 
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Afternoon, rode out. I think I shall try to take 
one afternoon in the week for exercise, besides 
Saturday, which I mean to keep as a day 
entirely for myself. Evening, Class. Members 
advancing." 

The thoughtful and experienced Christian will 
not be likely to misconstrue the foregoing expres- 
sions. He will see in them but the sensitiveness 
of the soul that dwells in the felt presence of the 
Holy One, and is 

" Quick as the apple of an eye 

The slightest touch of sin to feel." 

But it may be well to state distinctly, that those 
who knew Mr. Job best would never have judged, 
from aught they saw in his outer life, that such 
were thfworkings of the inner man of the heart. 
Indeed, if called on to name his characteristic 
excellences, they would, doubtless, have placed 
in the number, Christian independence of human 
applause; readiness to speak of and for Christ; 
gentleness of nature and of manners ; a well con- 
trolled temper ; and the daily denial of self. One 
who was for a time in habits of fraternal inter- 
course with him, says, " I never saw a man of a 
more even temper. He was never agitated, ruf- 
fled, or excited to displeasure, whatever unpleasant 
things occurred; but he bore all with Christian 
meekness and Christian charity J 
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" Saturday, 6th. — Got up in good time ; can in 
that case begin the day better, and preserve more 
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calmness through its course. Morning, revising 
sermons, &c. Afternoon, I rode out. 

"7th. — Preached at Leathley and Arthington. 
A good congregation at night; and a solemn time 
in renewing the Covenant. 

"10th. — Comfortable time at Class at Pool, 
because I prayed about it before I went. I can 
always do better when I pray especially about 
anything. 

" 11th. — Nice morning in study ; visited in tbe 
afternoon; Mr. Catton and his son at tea. I 
received a preliminary invitation to Redditch. 

" 14th. — Morning preached at Pool, evening 
at Arthington, with some power. My mind 
too much occupied about future arrangements. 
Bather anxious about a cheque sent to Chikbrey, 
not yet acknowledged. 

"Tuesday, 16th. — At Otley; special services. 
Some help, though my chest was oppressed. 

"17th. — Prayed against anxiety about the 
cheque, and about accepting the invitation to 
Redditch. Received an account of the cheque; 
and had a letter from Mr. Farmer, who kindly 

offers for next year. I am undecided which 

to accept, but am seeking direction. 

" 19th. — Went to Leeds to advise with brother 
Lightwood about remaining here. Saw the Chair- 
man of the District. Returned, and met the Class. 

"24th. — Poorly through the day; a dreadful 
head-ache in the night. Managed in the evening 
to write a few letters. Wrote to decline Red- 
ditch, and to remain here another year. 
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"28th. — Helped in preaching at Arthington. 
I want the people to pray more. 

"Feb. 6th. — In danger of being too anxious. 
I want to see everything myself, and can trust 
God with very little. 

" 9th. — In prayer, peace and spirituality, though 
not much power. In the morning I visited, in 
order to invite a few boys to a new Bible-class. 

" 14th.— Thinking of the text, ' Delight thyself 
in the Lord/ Tried to perform the duty, and at 
noon able to do so in some degree. 

" 18th. — A quiet and profitable Sabbath, at 
Carlton, in the |Wakefield Circuit. Morning, 
alone. Preached in the afternoon and evening, 
with some comfort. 

"19th. — Returned to Arthington. Bad head- 
ache and bad cough ; had to lie down and try to 
suffer with patience. 

"22nd. — Another poorly day; cough trouble- 
some. My mind at peace. 

" Sunday, 25th.— Feel thankful that I am bet- 
ter. Lungs feeble and somewhat irritated. Took 
the service at Arthington. 

"26th. — Very weak in body. Met the two 
Bible-classes. 

"27th. — Better: but irritation has now taken 
hold of the windpipe, from which I shall find it 
difficult to dislodge it. 

" March 5th. — Body, I think, better : but I 
feel languid, and have a hacking cough. Called 
to see Mr. Mawson, who is ill. 

" 9th. — Great bodily languor. Good time at 
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noon. I want a 'heart resigned, submissive, 
meek/ — Met the boys 9 Class. Mr. Myers met 
the other Class for me, 

"13th. — Increased communion with God. 
Remained in-doors. I hope that I did right. 

" 15th. — Some strength to do God's will. Able 
to visit in the afternoon. Prayer-meeting in the 
evening at B. England's. Poor Mr. Mawson is 
not far from the eternal world. He expressed 
confidence in Christ. 

" 16th. — My right lung still very feeble. Went 
to see Mr. Mawson. He had died half an hour 
before. I preached in the evening. 

" 30th.— Visited M. Lamb, at the top of Arl- 
ington Bank. The pony fell : but I stepped off, 
on my feet. A mercy ! 

" April 8th. — Preached at Stainburn in the 
morning with liberty and comfort. Was there 
too much of self? Arthington in the evening: 
not so much liberty, though I sincerely sought 
God's blessing. 

" 18th. — At noon rather more than usual power 
with God. 'For closer communion I pine/ 
Bather depressed about the state of the Pool 
Society. 

"19th. — Bather anxious about Bramhope and 

Pool. Hope will come to his senses; but 

fear. I must pray about this matter. Morning, 
reading; afternoon, visiting; evening, heard 
Mr. Harris. 

"25th. — Mr. and Mrs. Lightwood, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Woolmer, spent the day with us. A 
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pleasant and/ I hope, not an unprofitable 
day. 

"27th. — At Leeds during the day. In the 

evening, I had a long conversation with . I 

respect his great sincerity ; though he is rather 
scrupulous. Met Bible-class and Mrs. Farmer's 
Class. 

"May 4th. — In prayer at noon, I had some 
power to plead for purity. Peel something of the 
' refining fire 9 going through my heart. In the 
afternoon, I went to the Waterworks, and distri- 
buted tracts to the men at work there. They 
were very civil. I always feel this work to be a 
cross, but am stronger after it is borne. Tea at 
R. England's. Baptized his child. Bible-class 
and Class. 

" 8th. — Removed to Bramhope. Spent the day 
in putting our things in order. 

" 18th. — Finished sermon on ( Jacob wrestling 
with the Angel/ In prayer brought many things 
before God. Mr. Farmer's family return to-day. 

"22nd. — Spent the afternoon in visiting 
through this village, inviting the children to 
my Bible-class; an opportunity of distributing 
Tracts and conversing with the people. I feel 
thankftd for assistance in the work for which I 
am so entirely unfitted. 

"30th. — Some power in the evening to come 
direct to the blood of Christ. 

"31st. — Rather cold in prayer at noon; still 
not without benefit. Some communion with God 
in the evening. Felt advantage in coming to God 
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for present acceptance, and for the perfecting of 
my Christian character. Must try to do thi* 
every time that I pray, 

" June 1st. — Access to God in prayer ; power 
to plead that God would bless me and make me a 
blessing. Few calls ; profitable conversation with 
Mrs. D. Nice meeting with children. Phoebe L. 
promised to go to Class. 

"6th. — Some liberty in praying for present 
grace for present duty. I always feel that such 
a prayer prevails, and brings strength. Tea at 

Mr. '-a. Hope their little dissensions will be 

rectified. 

"7th. — Felt it profitable to pray for strength 
for this day;: — present grace for present work: 
this is given. 

" 8th. — Thankful on a review of the past week ; 
on the whole a fruitful week. Saw two sick 
people. Children's meeting. 
, "22nd. — Went to Barnsley. Prayer-meeting 
in the evening. 

"23rd. — Walking and talking with Mr. 
Willcox. 

"Sunday, 24th. — Preached at Barnsley with 
some comfort in the evening. Heard Mr. Willcox 
in the morning. 

"26th. — Returned from Barnsley; I hope, 
better in body, and not worse in soul. Enjoyed 
my visit to Brother Willcox." 

Mr. Willcox refers to this visit of his friend in 
the paper from which I have already given more 
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than one extract. " The failure of his health took 
me by surprise ; but that vanished when I heard 
how he had tasked himself by his ' labours more 
abundant' in his Circuits; and that, too, when 
sinking strength should have admonished him to 
abate his exertions. His piety carried him out 
with sweet and mighty constraint, so that, like his 
Master-Pattern, he might humbly affirm, "The 
zeal of Thine house hath eaten me up/ His bodily 
vigour was mainly consumed before he reached his 
prime. He must have had the courage and de- 
votedness of the martyr-spirit, not, indeed, of him 
whose life is burnt away at the stake, but of him 
who ' dies daily ' by wasting toils. 

" On his arrival in Yorkshire, I wrote request- 
ing him to come and spend some time with us. 
Delays and duties interposed ; but, after a while, 
he and his excellent wife visited us. I had longed 
to see him again; and though nearly twenty years 
had elapsed since we first met, the fresh youthful 
feeling of affection glowed as kindly as ever. The 
old times seemed suddenly to come again for 
conning MSS., talking over texts, discussing the 
methods and rtyle of preaching, never forgetting 
the useful. 

"He was the same devoted servant of Jesus 
Christ, only much matured by service and suffer- 
ing. There was the same thirst for knowledge, — 
the same bent for usefulness, — the same high 
principle, — the same sweet gravity, and that 
gracious humility which readily admits the supe- 
riority of another, — the same firmness, — the same 
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boldness and access with confidence to the throne 
of grace, and minuteness of detail in petition, — 
the same law of kindness in his lips: but all 
mellowed by richer unction of the Holy One 
who dwelt in him. For so the God of all grace 
meetened him to be a partaker 'of the inheritance 
of the saints in light.' " 

" Wednesday, 27th. — Wrote twenty-seven let- 
ters for Mr. Parmer, about the case of W. Light- 
foot, whose friends are seeking his admission into 
the Orphan Asylum. 

"July 2nd. — Pool Missionary-meeting. Mr. 
Keysell preached in the evening. I hope the 
good done to-night will remain. 

"5th. — I think, a spiritually profitable day. 
Visited at Arthington; amongst others talked 
with Mr. Farmer's coachman and butler. 

" 10th. — Met the girls' Bible-class and 
Mrs. Farmer's Class, at Arthington. Conversed 
with a man working at the new lodge ; I 
fear he is an infidel. I was able to urge a few 
points. 

"Wednesday and Thursday, 11th and 12th. — 
Pleasant visit to Mr. and Mrs. Kendall at Leath- 
ley. On my return, visited and preached at Pool. 
Gave tracts to most in the village. 

"18th. — Comfort in prayer; but too much ten- 
dency to restrain prayer before God, — to desist 
before the blessing comes, or after receiving a 
small blessing. 

"27th. — Confined a little too much for my 
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health, in the Conference, at Leeds. Thought 
whether I should take a Circuit. I pray that, 
if God sees it best, He will open the way for 
me. 

"Sunday, 29th. — Heard Mr. Arthur in the 
morning at Hanover Place chapel: subject, The 
rewardableness of good works : ' For this I say, 
He which soweth sparingly shall reap also spa- 
ringly: and he which soweth bountifully shall 
reap also bountifully.' (2 Cor. ix. 6.) Evening, 
heard Dr. Hannah from Eph. i. 13. A beautiful 
exposition of evangelical truth. 

" August 1st. — A very profitable time while the 
ex-President was delivering his Charge. In dan- 
ger of dissipation at this place; but God keeps 
my mind. 

"2nd. — A very pleasant day at Arthington. 
Dined at Mr. Parmer's, Dr. Cook preached in 
the afternoon. Missionary meeting at night. 

"Sunday, 5th. — Profited while reading Hunt 
on 'Entire Sanctification/ Heard Rev. A. 
Barrett, from Zech. xiv. 20; one of the Irish 
Representatives in the evening, from Eeek. xlvii. : 
' Holy waters from the sanctuary/ 

" 8th. — Journeyed from Leeds to Scarborough. 
Enjoyed a walk on the beach. 

"10th. — Spent most of the day in the open 
air. In the evening, attended a Prayer-meeting. 
Few present, but a profitable season. 

"11th. — A day of considerable languor. I 
think that going out before breakfast does not 
strengthen me. My mind has been kept in 
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peace, and, I think, preserved from peevishness, to 
which I feel a tendency when languid. Walked 
out at different times; saw the ruins of the old 
castle. 

" 12th. — A profitable day in public and private. 
Praying for Divine power, for purity of heart, and 
for my ministry next year. Heard Mr. Barton 
twice. 'Why could not we cast him out?' and, 
'An innumerable company of angels/ Good 
Prayer-meeting. 

" 13th. — A profitable time in the . morning, 
pleading on the rocks for entire purity; some 
power to lay hold of God. 

" 17th. — Returned from Scarborough. Spent a 
few hours in York. Thankful to find myself 
better in health for the change. 

"19th. — Preached at Otley; assisted by God. 
Got supply for the evening, and returned to Arth- 
ington. Very wet after the service ; so I slept at 
the Hall. 

"25th. — Freedom in prayer through the day. 
In the evening, more than usual power. Was 
able, I think, to believe for holiness. 

"26th. — Preached at in the morning. 

Felt I delivered my soul. At Arthington in the 
evening. Comfort in meeting Brother Myers's 
Class. 

"27th. — Comfortable time in evening prayer, 
and power in preaching at Bramhope. Better 
feeling than we have had for some time; led to 
hope that some good will be done here. Met 
Brother Denison's Class. 
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u Sept. 4th. — Strength in duty. Took a visit- 
ing tour round Old Bramhope. Went at some 
expense of feeling, as I thought that some did not 
want to see me : but I felt my conscience would 
be more easy by speaking to them once more. 
Was assisted in the work. 

u 11th. — A very pleasant day with Mr. Farmer's 
family at Bolton Abbey ." 

That bright day in Bolton woods is still remem- 
bered with pleasure by several of our large party. 
On reaching the first resting-place, we met with 
friends making the same excursion as ourselves, 
and so we walked on together; and while some 
listened to Mr. Jobson's eloquent discourse on the 
picturesque, and others turned from the beauties 
of scenery to explore mossy banks and gather spe- 
cimens for their herbariums, Mr. Job gave himself 
up to all passing impressions, and was ready with 
a kind word for every one, apparently enjoying 
himself as much as ever did schoolboy on a 
holiday trip, and with almost the same fondness 
for getting into difficult places. We all stood 
together by 

" that fearful chasm, 
How tempting to bestride 1 
For lordly Wharf is there pent in 
With rocks on either side." 

As we looked at the strong stream forcing its way 
through the narrow channel, and then dashing 
and hurrying along, amid roiar and foam, we 
talked, as every body does talk at the Strid, of the 



238 CHAPTER IX. 

fatal leap of young Romilly, and of other more 
recent catastrophes. Mr. Job's only remark was, 
"It must be a very easy thing to jump across 
there." We turned away, without observing that 
he lingered behind. In two or three minutes 
he came up, and exclaimed exultantly, "I have 
done it!" His wife's startled fikce, and signifi- 
cant, " You, my dear !" brought him back to his 
forgotten propriety. The first leap had been easy 
enough ; but, on turning, he had to pass from a 
lower to a higher ledge of rock; and, not mea- 
suring the distance, or not judging of the required 
effort, with perfect nicety, he had shaken his fee- 
ble frame, so that through the day he suffered 
from pain in the chest. Happily, no worse harm 
ensued. 

This day's ruralizing served as his and our cele- 
bration of a great national event ; for in the morn- 
ing, just as we started, the news first reached us 
that Sebastopol had fallen. Returning, in the 
cool of the evening, we were lighted by the blaze 
of bonfires; one on the rock that crowns Bom- 
bald's Moor, (the Cow, above Hkley,) the other 
on the distant and opposite summit of Almes 
Cliff: the two natural watch-towers, as it might 
seem, of the mid vale of Wharf, along which lay 
our homeward road. 

" Sunday, 16th. — Leathley in the afternoon. 
Preached a sermon to young people. There were 
forty young persons present. At Arthington in the 
evening; preached on € Giving;' rather cramped." 
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Yet the sermon was not without fruit. We 
heard some time after of one person who, 
that night, decided on consecrating to God's 
cause a larger proportion of a regular yearly 
income. 

" 26th.— Nearness in prayer in the morning : 
felt its inspiriting effect through the day. Unable 
to retire for devotion at noon. At Arthington, 
visiting and writing letters for Mr. Farmer. 
3 o'clock, Class at Pool; afterwards distributed 
tracts, and invited people to the chapel. Tea 
with Mrs. Bentley. 7. Preaching. 

"Oct. 5th. — Evening revising sermons and 
meeting children. Spent an hour after tea 
in self-examination and prayer : a profitable 
time. 

"11th. — Dined at Arthington Hall. Preached 
in the evening comfortably. Started a Juvenile 
Missionary Society. 

" 12th. — My season of prayer at noon rather 
peculiarly profitable. Returned home. 12, prayer ; 
1, reading. Dr. and Mrs. King took tea with us. 
A pleasant evening. 

" 16th. — Returned from Pannal to Arthington; 
visited ; letters. Dined, and afterwards Dr. King 
walked with me." 

The Rev. Dr. King, — most prized in Glasgow, 
where, for many years, a large Presbyterian 
Church rejoiced in his intelligent and laborious 
ministry, but known in many Christian circles 
beyond his own, on the Continent and in 
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America, as well as in this country, and loved 
wherever he is known,— has kindly furnished his 
testimony to Mr. Job's worth. 

"My acquaintance with Mr. Job was short; 
but it left no doubtful impression, on that 
account, as to the superiority of his qualifica- 
tions and the excellence of his character. He 
was one whose whole bearing, and, in fact, whose 
first appearance, excluded all question regarding 
his worth. It was immediately evident in his 
features, tone, manner, that he was gentle, wise, 
kind, placid in his own frame, while, at the 
same time, desirous to communicate happiness 
to others ; and the more he was known, the 
more these attributes were evolved in all their 
amiableness. He did not convey the idea of 
great learning, or lofty imagination, which few 
have, and which, happily, even religious teachers 
do not require in order to be eminently useful; 
but his judgment was sound. He examined sub- 
jects on which he had occasion to preach ; and the 
solid instruction, breathing sincerity, and earnest 
appeals of his discourses, with the devotional fer- 
vour of his prayers, made his public services truly 
interesting and edifying. 

"When I left the abode of the esteemed friends 
under whose hospitable roof our acquaintance had 
been formed, he accompanied me a short way ; and 
as I looked on his benignant countenance when 
we talked together before parting, I felt there was 
a solemnity as well as sweetness in such conversa- 
tion preliminary to adieus ; and when I heard so 
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shortly of his unexpected death, these moments 
came back upon me as congenial with such 
tidings, and with his vicinity to another and a 
better world. He was a good man; and they 
who prize goodness and know its value to society, 
may well ally him with recollections of Stephen, 
aud Bnfeignedly lament over hhn.» 

" Wednesday, 24th. — A pleasant day. I prayed 
at noon for special direction. Met the Class at 
Pool in the afternoon, and visited among the 
people; took tea at Mr. Bentley*s. Assisted in 
preaching. There were forty-one persons present, 
and above' a hundred last Sunday evening. 

" 25th. — Most of the day at Arthington ; made 
arrangements for holding cottage Prayer-meetings. 
" 28th. — Preached at Pool in the morning ; 
dined at Mrs. CarmichaePs, Sarah being with 
me; we walked to Arthington, and called on a 
few; took tea at Mr. Parmer's. I preached to 
the aged, with some power. 

"Nov. 9th. — Some comfort in prayer; but I 
want more power; for I am getting into the shal- 
lows, when I should be getting into the depths. 
Distributed tracts in the afternoon for Sarah, 
who is not well. I was glad of this opportunity 
of going to the people's houses, and speaking the 
word to them. Met the children's Class in the 
evening. 

" 12th. — Missionary-meeting at Bramhope. Mr. 
Maunder assisted, and preached to us at night. 
Mr. Farmer took the chair. A good day. 
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"13th. — Society Tea-meeting at Arthington 
Hall. I think it was a very profitable time. 

" 15th. — Children's Class took tea with ns. 

« 16th,— Heard Mr. Hart, the Vicar of Otley, 
deliver an interesting lecture on 'The Book and 
its Story/ at Arthington HalL 

" 19th. — Preached at Bramhope. I have done 
my summer's work here, and I leave the result 
to God. 

"21st. — Restless last night through rheuma- 
tism. After breakfasting in bed, went to Arth- 
ington. Had an opportunity of conversing with 
Mr. and Mrs. F. about myself. They said they 
should secure some help here, and did not wish a 
change; but that they would not stand in my 
way if a suitable opening presented itself. 

" Friday, 23rd. — I am this day thirty-nine 
years old. I feel very thankful for the comfort- 
able health 1 have had during the summer, and 
thankful that God has opened Arthington Hall 
for us during the winter. I hope the year has not 
been useless : may the next year be better ! Mr. 
Farmer's family left. 

"Sunday. — Greatly disturbed last night by 
rheumatic pain; but able to go through the day 
comfortably. Pool and Arthington; slept at the 
Hall. 

" Monday, 26th. — Unpacking books. Met Mrs. 
Farmer's Class, and Young Men's Bible- class. 
Saw Mr. Wade's daughter, who is ill. 

27th. — Met boys' and girls' Bible-class. 
28th.— Reading Dr. King's < Geology.' 
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" Dec. 1st. — While pleading for holiness in the 
evening, had power to believe. I felt that I could 
no more make myself holy than I could pardon 
my own sins. 

" 2nd. — At Otley, tried to preach for God". I 
was assisted in the evening. May He grant 
success ! 

. " 5th. — Very languid in the morning ; pained 
with rheumatism ; took a warm bath. Good time 
at Pool Class-meetings. 

" 6th. — In deep seasons of weakness, I was able 
to come to Christ, and felt strength. Saw several 
sick people. 

"8th. — Tranquil, but languid. Did not sleep 
the whole of last night. 

"11th and 12th. — Days of great weakness and 
head-ache. The Classes have met very well. 
Sarah began her girls' Class. Preached at 
Harewood in much feebleness, but I hope with 
some effect. 

"16th. — A quiet Sunday. Heard Mr. Carr, 
of Leeds, in the afternoon, who came to take my 
place. At home the other part of the day ; felt 
out of my element ; but am decidedly better for a 
few days' rest. 

"17th.— Visited E. Wade and Mrs. England. 
Evening, met Mrs. F.'s Class. Another member 
professes saving faith in Christ. Nice Bible-class. 

" 18th. — Not much mental or bodily energy. 
Two Bible-classes. Master Scott, son of the Rev. 
Robinson Scott, who is in America, came on a 
visit to us. 

R 2 
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" 24th. — Christmas Eye. Met my two Classes ; 
good attendance. Mrs. J. spoke of the sermon I 
preached this day twelve months, when she con* 
tinued in prayer, and obtained peace the following 
night. 

" 27th. — Helped in duty. Visited in the after- 
noon, and held a long discussion with W., who 
has infidel notions. Preached at night for Mr. 
Muff: very few present, but a good time. 

"Friday, Jan. 5th, 1856.— This day twelve 
months I thought on the weak points of my 
character which needed to be guarded. I hope 
and believe that there has been some improve- 
ment. Have this day asked, What do I most 
need? Deeper communion with God: this will 
bring everything else. Feel it profitable to dedi- 
cate myself afresh to God. Suffering from dull 
head-ache and languor. 

" Tuesday, 8th. — For the last few days a con- 
stant head-ache, and great bodily and mental lan- 
guor; duty has been labour. I did preach on 
Sunday at Leathley and at Arthington, and con- 
ducted the Covenant service/' , 

This was the last entry in Mr. Job's journal. 
Little more remains to be told. The pain in his 
head, from which he had suffered for many weeks, 
became so much worse that he was obliged to 
desist from all work. Medical aid was also 
sought, but not from any alarm of danger. 

Towards the evening of Friday, the 18th, he 
became restless ; and asking for a book, he found 
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himself unable to read. He then took up ano- 
ther, and, failing a second time, he told his wife 
that his eyesight was going. She, not recog- 
nising this as a symptom of affection of the 
brain, but taking it for a sign of extreme weak- 
ness, begged that he would compose himself to 
sleep; and she, too, lay down. When next he 
spoke, she perceived' that his mind was wander- 
ing; and, from that time till his death, there was 
scarcely an interval of consciousness. The next 
morning, the Rev. John Fletcher, from Otley, 
called, and, finding him alarmingly ill, he has- 
tened to Leeds to fetch Mr. Morley, who, with 
Mr. Smith from Harewood, tried what medical 
skill could suggest; but all to no avail. 

Even in delirium, when the mind had ceased to 
govern itself, the work of the Spirit was the chief 
theme of Mr. Job's incoherent utterances, and he 
often repeated the text commencing, "Now the 
very God of peace sanctify you wholly ." 

On Sunday evening, when Mr. Fletcher's day's 
services were over, he kindly repaired to Arthing- 
ton, accompanied by his colleague, Mr. Muff. 
During all the hours of that night, they remained 
by Mr. Job's dying bed, while in the adjoining 
room Mr. Myers and four or five young men of 
the village kept solemn and prayerful watch. 
About three o'clock, Mrs. Job, who had been 
earnestly hoping for some sign of intelligence, 
was cheered by hearing her husband say, with 
quiet distinctness, "Lord, help me! Lord, help 
me!" He then raised his hand, and pointed 
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upwards, while an expressive smile lighted his 
countenance. 

The death-struggle being lon£ and somewhat 
hard, the friends near were directed to pray for 
an easy release ; and about two hours after, while 
Mr. Fletcher was repeating our Saviour's last 
words on the Cross, " Father, into Thy hands I 
commend My spirit," the freed soul passed 
away. 

A bright and triumphant testimony to God's 
grace and his own eternal safety was not permit- 
ted : nor was it needed. The brief rapture of an 
hour cannot speak to surviving friends in so strong 
a voice of assurance, as does a whole life- time of 
faith, and love, and zealous service. And, for the 
saint himself, how much of mercy was there in 
such an end ! He was spared, to a great extent, 
the dread of dying, and the grief of parting. He 
did not walk, with , tremulous consciousness, 
through a long and dark valley; nor did he 
meet, in the hour of mortal weakness, with that 
bitter adversary who seems to haunt the confines 
of his dominion to harass the souls that are quit- 
ting it for ever. He had a sudden translation 
from the toil of earthly duty to the rest and 
reward of eternity. 

His remains were laid in the Woodhouse 
Moor Cemetery, Leeds ; his friends, the Rev. 
Messrs. Eay and Lightwood, taking part in the 
service. 

When we visited Arthington about a fortnight 
afterwards, we found the whole village mournings 
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as for the loss of their chief friend. One said, 
" There 's not a person who does not miss him. 
Even those who cared nothing for religion, had 
never a word to say against Mr. Job." A labour- 
ing man said, with evident emotion, " I did feel 
when he died. If it had been a working-day, I 
don't think that I could have stood to do it. I 
never felt so, even for a near relation. He used to 
come in, and sit, so homely-like, by our fire-side." 
And when we spoke of a successor, Mr. Myers 
expressed the thought of others besides himself, 
when he said, " Oh, but Mr. Job will be hard to 
follow." 

To some it may appear that I have drawn too 
flattering a picture of Mr. Job. There are those 
who discover this character of exaggeration in all 
the records of the lives of good men. I am not 
conscious of having departed from the strictest 
truth, or of having written aught to which Mr. 
Job's most frequent associates would demur, if 
asked to affix the seal of their testimony. In him 
the grace of God had won a complete victory ; and 
the prying eye of fault-finding man could detect 
no flaw in his Christian character, no failure in 
the fulfilment of his religious obligations. Those 
who are apt to remark upon the difference between 
the living man as they knew him, in a casual 
acquaintance, and the same man when presented 
to them in a memoir, should remember the truth 
which Foster well expresses : " The mind does not 
know how to expand into splendid ideal concep- 
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tion upon an object presented close, and plain, 
and familiar to sight." * 

It would ill become me to take more than pass- 
ing notice of those little blemishes which might tend 
to lessen the impression made by Mr. Job's dear 
and sound intelligence, and his exemplary goodness ; 
to dwell on the fact that he was not remarkable 
for quickness in the apprehension of newly pre- 
sented truth, nor for wide range of mental vision; 
or that his habits of neatness and order, com- 
bined with a very cautious nature, were sometimes 
carried so far as to excite a smile. The attain* 
ment of Christian perfection does not bring back 
Adam's completeness of mind any more than his 
beauty of person ; and the mature Christian, often 
groaning within himself, waits for his fullest 
redemption, when, awaking up in his resurrec- 
tion body, he shall be satisfied with his Lord's 
restored image; when his dearest friends, gazing 
on him admiringly in the light of tjie city of God, 
shall wish nothing taken away, — nothing added. 
How long, O Lord ? 

* Poster's " Lectures," lect. xxiv., " Christ, though Invisible, the 
Objeet of devout Affection," p f 401. 
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PABTHTG ADVICE ABD BXHOBTATIOK. 

Wantage. July Srd, 1850. 
2 Peter i. 5 r 8, 10, 11. 

" And, beside this, giving all diligence, add to your 

faith," Ac- 
Introduction. Epistle written at close of life. 

Parting exhortations. 

I. Direction. 

II. Effects. 

I. All diligence. Diligence is earnestness and 
constancy. The progress of a steam-engine will he 
proportioned to tne power of steam, and the constancy 
of that power ; so the motion of a Christian in the 
way to heaven is proportioned to his perseverance and 
earnestness. Some Christians are slow, hut constant. 
Some are earnest, hut their course is interrupted. Slow 
constancy is better than inconstant earnestness. But 
neither, properly speaking, is diligence. Constant, 
steady earnestness is better than either. 

Add. Some expound the word to mean, "join hand 
in hand," like persons in a dance. Look at these graces 
separately and in union. 

1. Faith. Faith is the hearty belief of all Gospel 
truth. What is pre-eminently called faith is a penitent 
trust in Christ. " Repentance towards God " is always 
joined with "faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ.' ' 
Penitence joined with faith makes it vital. Impenitent 
belief falls even below that of devils, who, when they 
believe, tremble. Living faith is never solitary and 
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fruitless. It is like a mother surrounded by her chil- 
dren ; like the trunk of a tree with spreading branches, 
green leaves, and hanging fruit ; like the leader of a 
choir, followed by others, making perfect harmony. 

2. Virtue. The word means excellence in general ; 
sometimes courage in particular. Courage, in a rude 
state of society, is thought to be the highest excellence. 
Hercules and Achilles, famed for strength and courage, 
were among the ancient Greeks reckoned models of 
excellence. Here it is associated with a number of 
particular graces, and is to be understood in its parti- 
cular sense. Courage was required in the first ages of 
Christianity especially, when to profess Christ was to 
expose oneself to the loss of property, liberty, life. 
Courage is still required. A Christian without courage 
is very feeble, and almost useless. It is needed to 
profess Christ. Profession is commanded. We read 
of some who were disciples, but secretly for fear of the 
Jews. A non-professing disciple is but half a disciple. 
" He that confesseth Me before men, him will I confess 
before the angels of God." To reprove sin. A sinner 
sins in your presence. Shame would seal your lips. 
Courage opens them. To speak for Christ. Tract 
Distributor. Sick visitor. Local Preacher. Courage 
is the gift of God. " God hath not given us the spirit 
of fear, but of power," or courage, " and of love, and of 
a sound mind." 

3. Knowledge. Knowledge is the eye of courage. 
Courage alone is blind ; knowledge gives light. Cou- 
rage alone is precipitate, and may do mischief ; know- 
ledge makes courage prudent, but fearless. 

The age requires knowledge of duty, doctrine, dis- 
cipline. Seek it in the Bible. Hence you draw it 
pure from the fountain. Bead good books. Avoid 
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exciting newspapers. I don't say avoid newspapers 
altogether. But a man who draws all or most of his 
knowledge from this source will, both in politics and 
religion, have much conceit, and but little wisdom. In 
all things affecting your conduct, seek it by prayer. 

4. Temperance. Temperance is self-control. " It 
is," says Wesley, "using the world without abusing 
it ; so to use all outward, and so to restrain all in- 
ward, things, that they may become a means of what 
is spiritual, a scaling ladder to ascend to what is above. 
Intemperance is the abuae of the world." The love of 
money, of ease, of eating and drinking, of fine furni- 
ture, of fine clothes, — indeed, whatever love induces 
separation of the soul from God, is intemperance. The 
rule to discover this sin is to ask, " Does this separate 
my soul from God ? Does it disincline for prayer, or 
unfit for duty to God or man ? " A tender conscience 
will warn you. The spiritual mind feels when Divine 
light and warmth are intercepted, as soon and as sensi- 
bly as a man feels when a cloud passes over the bright 
sun. " I keep under my body," says Paul. Who is 
this 7, distinct from the body ? Is not my body my- 
self ? The body is only a part of me. The real I is my 
soul. That I may subdue myself, I must be assisted 
by a power above me, a power stronger than myself. 
Grace alone, and that obtained by wrestling prayer, 
can give the power to subdue myself. 

5. Patience. Patience is a suffering grace. It 
bears a heavy burden without murmuring. How fitly 
does the Apostle join patience with temperance ! 
Accompanied by both, the Christian is prepared to 
pass through all the pleasures and all the pains of life. 
Temperance moderates amidst pleasure ; patience sup- 
ports under pain. The one is for prosperity ; the other 
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is for adversity. Guarded by both, a smiling world does 
not fascinate, and a frowning world does not terrify. 
Temperance sees the forbidden fruit, but does not 
touch. Patience is driven out from the earthly 
Paradise without a rebellious murmur. 

Trial is the test of patience. How do I feel when 
man treats me ill P or when God, by His Providence, 
blights my wishes and my hopes P 

6. Godliness. Godliness includes all feelings and 
acts that have direct reference to God. To revere, — 
to fear, — to love, — to worship, — to glorify God, are all 
included in godliness. Not a solitary grace, but that 
which is necessary to the being and strength of every 
other. It purifies, elevates, sanctifies everything. God 
measures the greatness or littleness, the good or evil 
of acts, by how much or how little of God is in them. 
The cup of cold water, rewardable ; the widow's two 
mites, accepted. 

Communion with God, through Christ, by faith, is 
the exercise and strength of godliness. 

How much of God is there in all my actions ? 

7. Brotherly kindness. Love restricted to the 
brethren. A more limited, but much more tender, 
feeling than universal charity. It is warm good-will 
joined to esteem. It leads to think kindly of a bro- 
ther ; to speak kindly to him ; but, if need be, faith- 
fully and affectionately to reprove his sin. " But who 
is my brother ? " says one. He who exhibits the least 
mark of grace. He may be a babe in the family, and 
not a mature Christian ; there may be defects ; but 
the babe is a brother as well as the young man, and a 
brother to be treated with more tenderness. " Who is 
my brother ? " He who thinks not as you do, but who, 
if in error, has Christlike tempers. Brotherly kindness 
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is a sunny brightness on the countenance of a Christian. 
It is the genial warmth in the circle of the family of hea- 
ven, like the glowing fire on a winter's night, when cold 
and storm are without. Such should be the atmosphere 
of the Church compared with the cold, dark world. 

This, however, is not always realized. There is an 
inquirer, the whole of whose religion is included in the 
sincere desire to flee from the wrath to come. You see 
much ignorance in the mind, and some defects in the 
conduct. There is an old professor, like the elder 
brother in the parable of the Prodigal, who has never 
spoken a word to help that soul ; who watches for his 
halting, predicts his falling, and, when it occurs, 
glories in his prophetic sagacity. Here is another, 
forward to speak to others of the defects of his fellow- 
Christian, but who has never spoken to himself kindly 
and affectionately, or prayed with him. 

A whole Church of this kind is a wintry region, 
where a soul will seldom be brought to spiritual life ; 
and, if born, will soon die of cold. 

8. Charity. This is universal love. "lama man," 
said a heathen, " and nothing that concerns a man do I 
think a matter of indifference to me." So, in a much 
fuller degree, feels a Christian. While Christian cha- 
rity is pre-eminently charity to the soul, it does not 
neglect the body. The Christian, while endeavouring 
to spread religion by means of Bible Societies and 
Missionary Societies, will aid in the mental and social 
improvement of the human family. 

See this train of graces. Faith goes first ; she is 
sustained by courage ; courage is restrained and guided 
by knowledge ; temperance moderates pleasure ; pa- 
tience supports pain ; godliness loves God ; brotherly 
kindness loves the Christian; charity loves all man- 
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kind. Faith begins the Christian life. Love is its 
perfection. Heaven itself is love. 

II. Effects. 

1. Not inactive, meaning of word. " Why stand ye 
here all the day idle ? " said the Lord of the vineyard 
to the slothful idlers in the market-place. " Be not 
slothful," says Paul, "hut followers of them who 
through faith and patience inherit the promises." No 
man has a right to be inactive. No deeply pious man 
can be lazy ; no lazy man be deeply pious. Slothful- 
ness is the rust on the blade of a sword, destroying its 
brightness and its keenness. A slothful soul is like a 
ship ice-bound in the Northern Ocean, motionless and 
useless. Slothfulness is a wintry state of soul, like the 
dreary season when springs and rivulets are bound up 
by frost. Christian activity includes warmth and 
energy ; freshness and purity ; happiness and useful- 
ness. Slothfulness is sometimes constitutional; it 
should then be steadily resisted. Sometimes it is the 
result of disease ; then it must not be yielded to. 
Slothfulness unfits for the business of both worlds. 

" They make you that ye shall be neither barren 
nor unfruitful. ,, Your knowledge of Christ shall be 
neither inactive nor useless knowledge. You pray. 
Is prayer the heartless uttering of a few words ? Or 
is it thought, desire, faith, love, in most vigorous exer- 
cise ? You try to do good. No Christian is exempt 
from the obligation of endeavouring to do good. 
However poor or ignorant, you can deposit some 
truth in the mind of a child ; you can speak of Christ 
to some neighbour. But are your efforts vigorous and 
steady, or careless and interrupted ? 

This is a test of progress. The highest natures are 
the most active. Think of Ood. What an amazing 
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activity of mind to plan and to make this universe, — 
sun, planets, fixed stars ; earth, man, beasts, insects, 
plants ! And in all His works such completeness. He 
who makes and wheels a planet, employs the most 
elaborate skill in beautifying the wing of an insect. 
Angels. " He maketh His angels spirits ; His minis- 
ters a flame of fire,"— an emblem of their warmth and 
activity. Heaven itself is not freedom from action, 
but happiness in action. Happy activity is the cha- 
racteristic of the most perfect natures. 

2. Not useless. This we believe to be the meaning 
of the term rendered "unfruitful." Ye shall not be 
slothful, without effort ; nor shall your efforts be with- 
out effect : ye shall not be useless. To give happiness 
is to be useful ; but it must be pure happiness. Sinful 
pleasure is like the book given by the angel to John, 
sweet in the mouth, but in the belly bitter. He who 
gives happiness to a child for half an hour is not use- 
less. He who gives food to the hungry, who teaches 
the ignorant, who aids a Christian in his course, who 
comforts the sick and the dying, is not useless. " He 
that turns many to righteousness shall shine as the 
stars for ever and ever." 

They make you: that is, knowledge and holiness. 
Of two men, the most holy man, other things being 
equal, will be the most useful. We say, other things 
being equal. A holy man may be ignorant ; may act 
imprudently. He will still be useful, in consequence 
of his holiness, and in spite of his ignorance ; but less 
useful than he otherwise would be: while his igno- 
rance and imprudence, if conjoined with sin, would 
make him not only useless, but mischievous. 

Holiness is a spiritual power which uses for God 
whatever other power a man may possess. 

To be useful is a privilege. Here is a man in the 
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seclusion of the sick-chamber. Death approaches. 
What are the thoughts that afford him comfort? 
That he has amassed money ? 

" At Death's approach 
AH read their riches backward into loss, 
And mourn, in just proportion to their store." 

That he has secured honour ? Honour is a beautiful 
bubble, floating in the air, and amusing the full-grown 
child ; but it bursts and disappears in its own nothing- 
ness. Two thoughts only can give comfort. (1.) I my- 
self have a saving interest in Christ. " In this rejoice 
not, that the spirits are subject unto you ; but rather 
rejoice, because your names are written in heaven." 
(2.) I have been useful. Archbishop Williams, Lord 
Keeper in the time of Charles I., once uttered this 
memorable saying: "I have passed through many 
places of honour and trust, both in Church and State, 
more than any one of my order for seventy years 
before. But were I assured that by my preaching I 
had converted one soul to God, I should therein take 
more comfort than in all the honours and offices that 
have ever been bestowed upon me." 

3. Never fall. We may fall, and fall finally. 
Warnings are placed in various parts of the Bible, 
like the lighthouse on the cliff, like the buoy in the 
harbour, or like the marks on the chart, to show to 
the mariner the rocks and the shoals. Look at two or 
three of these. "Ifa man abide not in Me," &c. "The 
just shall live by faith; but if any man draw back, 
My soul shall have no pleasure in him." Warnings 
suppose danger. A warning without danger is a false 
alarm. A warning, where there is a persuasion of per- 
fect safety, is powerless. Suppose it true that I can 
never, by any possibility, fall, or, if I fall, must rise 
higher from every fall, and sing more loudly in heaven 
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for every sin : suppose it true, as sometimes asserted, 
that every saint on earth is not so happy, but quite as 
safe, as those in heaven. Every warning addressed to 
me is deceptive ; on the mind that fully believes this, 
it is powerless. 

A fallen Christian is a sad sight. A tree stripped of 
its leaves, lone and bare, — an ancient edifice in ruins, 
— the strong man reduced to decrepitude, — the mighty 
mind brought down to infant feebleness, — all suggest 
melancholy thoughts ; but how much more sad the 
sight of a professor, once happy, holy, useful, divested 
of spiritual life, happiness, loveliness, and usefulness, 
and become, like a dead carcase, a pest and a curse ! 
Such is a backslider. But to fall finally, — to have 
been on the high road to heaven, and to find at the 
end of life's journey that one's dwelling is hell, — how 
awful ! We need not fall. God is able to make us 
stand. This power He vouchsafes only to faith, watch- 
fulness, and prayer. " Thou standest by faith." " If 
ye do these things, ye shall never fall." " Take heed 
lest, being drawn away by the error of the wicked, ye 
fall from your own steadfastness. But grow in grace." 

Heeding these warnings, our fall becomes each day 
less probkble. As the house of David waxed stronger 
and stronger, while the house of Saul became weaker 
and weaker, so we increase in strength while our 
enemies become more feeble. How make sure ? Live 
each day to God. 

4. Abundant entrance. Like a ship entering the 
harbour after a long and perilous voyage, richly laden, 
in full sail, with a fair breeze, a calm sea, a cloudless 
sky. Like the triumph of a Roman general, return- 
ing home after the subjugation of formidable enemies. 
On such occasions, the conqueror was drawn in a 
triumphal chariot, through a triumphal arch, to the 

S 
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Capitol. Musicians reciting his praises, the spoils of 
conquered countries, illustrious captives, preceded him ; 
and he was followed by the Senate and priests of 
Borne. This was the highest honour Borne could confer. 
Is it mere imagination when Bunyan supposes that 
Christian and Hopeful, after having passed the river 
of death, were conducted to heaven by a convoy of 
angels p Lazarus was carried by angels into Abraham's 
bosom. And will not those angels who rejoiced when 
the sinner repented, joy much more in his final victory, 
and welcome the conqueror to the skies p 

Abtmdantly. This expression probably describes the 
state of the soul at dying. Fullest right. 

Brightest hope. " The Spirit beareth witness." 
Sweet foretaste. " Earnest of the Spirit." 
Such was the death of Scott. At the commence- 
ment of his illness his prospects were clouded. "I 
trust all will end well ; it i0a dreadful conflict ; I fear, 
I hope, I tremble, I pray. Oh ! to enter eternity with 
one doubt on the mind. Eternity ! eternity !" 

Before death all doubt was removed. When dying, 
he appeared to be lost in prayer. Suddenly, the ex- 
pression of his countenance changed, and betokened 
feelings of admiring and adoring praise, with* a calm- 
ness and peace which is inexpressible. 

WATSON. — " ' I shall behold His face, 

I shall His power adore, 
And sing the wonders of His grace 
For evermore !' 

There is doubt of everything but the great, deep, 
infinite mercy of God ; and that is sure." 

Simeon. — " I have not a doubt, or a fear ; but the 
sweetest peace. I could not have more peace." 

Mbs. Hemans. — " No poetry could express, nor 
imagination conce\^e,t\i^NmoT^^\^^dness that flit 
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across my fancy." The tenderness of the Redeemer's 
character, she said, was a source not merely of reliance, 
but of positive happiness ; the sweetness of her couch. 

" Calm on the bosom of thy God, 
Dear spirit, rest thee now ; 
For whilst with us thy footsteps trode, 
His seal was on thy brow. 

" Dust, to its narrow cell beneath 1 
Soul, to its place on high ! 
They who have seen thy look in death, 
No more need fear to die." 

What is the place ? Everlasting kingdom. Bun- 
yan's imagination fails here. After having described 
the passage to heaven's gate, he just glances into* the 
city, and then says, " Which when I had seen, I 
wished myself among them." He attempts not a full 
description. " It is not the glitter and the glare ; not 
the diamond and the topaz ; no, it is God I want to 
see. He is all in all." Heaven is God pervading, 
filling, absorbing all. The soul is irradiated with His 
light ; wrapped in His being. 

Everlasting. 

Examine. Have you faith, evidencing that you are 
in Christ? Can you say, " My Saviour?" Have you 
courage ? Knowledge ? Temperance in prosperity ? 
Patience in pain ? Godliness ? Brotherly-kindness ? 
Charity? 

Direct. Pray — that you may get grace. 

Have faith in Christ. Grace and Spirit of 

Christ residing in your heart. 
Bead, hear, think, to get knowledge. 
Act — using knowledge well. 

Motive. Holy character, happy heart, useful life, 
peaceful, perhaps triumphant, death. 

Not barren — Never fall — Abundant eivtras\£&, 

8 2 
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MINUTUE JOB ADDBESSES AT SOCIETY MEETINGS. 

Wantage. August, 1849. 

I. 

'Getting good, ob Pebsonal Piety. 

1. Pardon; faith; witness of the Spirit ; new birth. 

2. Entire purity. (" Large Minutes," p. 24.) 

3. Means. 
Private prayer. 
Mental prayer. 
Self-ex animation . 
Scriptures. 
Prayer-meetings. 

. Class. 
Lord's Supper. 
Earnestness. 
Faith. 

II. 

Doing good, ob. Active Usefulness. 

1. Advancement of religion. 
(1.) Pulpit. Sustain it by 
Prayer. 
Reproving sin. 
Conversing about religion. 
Example. 

Invitations to the house of God. 
Speaking to those under good impres* 
dona. 
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(2.) Giving. 

The poor. 

Support of Christian ministry. 

Connexioual Funds j (explain their 

design.) 
Proportion and system? 
(3.) Bible-classes. 
(4,) Tracts. 

(5.) Schools. $ 

(6.) Singing. ("Large Minutes," p. 28.) 
2. Morals. 

Sabbath. (Grindrod, 18mo., p. 182.) 

Company. 

Marriages with the ungodly. (James, p. 191 ; 

Grindrod.) 
Religion in business. James, p. 202 ; Grind- 
rod, p. 191.) 
Family religion. 

Family prayer, — instruction, — order. 
Drinking. (Grindrod, p. 191.) 
Tobacco. ("Large Minutes.") 



III. 

Classes of Persons. 

1. Young. 

2. Awakened. 

3. Masters. 

4. Servants. 

5. Husbands and wives. 

6. Parents. 

7. Children. 

8. Sunday-school Teachers. 

9. Tract Distributors. 
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10. Local Preachers. 

11. Leaders. 

12. Believers. < 

* 

IV. 
I 

« Methodism. 

1. Members, — rules of Society. 

2. Class-Meetings. 

3. Local Preachers' -meetings. 

4. Quarterly-meeting. 

5. District-meeting. 

6. Conference. 

7. Funds. 

8. Great end aimed at. 
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